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; The AuTHor hopes the Reader will 


= be candid enough to excuſe many 
3 Frrors in the following Work, as it 
= iſſues from his private Preſs, and is the 


irſtt of his Typographical Attempts. 
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Of Religious Education. 
„„ 0 6 E- 
For I know him, that he will command 
bis Children, and his Houſbold after 
him. | eq | 
Els is the Teſtimony which 
I God gave of Abrabam, and for 
which he received a Promiſe, that the 


Meſſiab ſhould deſcend from his Loins: 
Abrabam ſhall ſurely become a great 


and mighty Nation, and all the Nations 

_ of the Earth ſhall be Bleſſed in Bim; for 
Wy | know him, that he will command his 
Children, and his Houſhold after him. 
That is, he will give good Precepts 
A to 


n I.” 
to them (for this the original Word 
implies) and they in Conſequence will 
keep the Way of the Lord to do Justice 
and ꝓudgment. 

In the following Diſcourle I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew, _ 

Firſt, the Reaſonableneſs, Epe. 
ency, and Util ty of * Educa- 
tion; and 

| Secondly, In what Manner this Edu- 
cation ſhould be conducted. 

The Neaſonableneſo of it will appear, 
when we conſider that all Moral Du- 
ties are perpetual; they vary not with 
Times and Seaſons, nor yield to any 
arbitrary Directions concerning them: 
they are unalterable Rules, and oblige 
not only all the Inhabitants of the 
World, but all Apes of it, It it be my | 
Duty to believe in God, to love him, 

to fear him; and this with all my 
Mind, 


SERMON I. 3 


Mind, and with all my Soul, and with - 


all my Strength; to honour his holy 


Name and his Word; to worſhip in 


private; to pray to him, and praiſe 
him; to attend his public Service, his 
Ordinances; to reverence his Temple, 
and all Things therein; to aſcribe to 
his Bounty all the Bleſſings of this 
Life, and all my Expectations in an- 


other to come: If it be my Duty to 


enquire what is his. Will, and, when I 
know what it is, how I beſt may per- 
form it: if to imitate. his Perfections 
as far as I can, his Truth, and his 
Juſtice; his Goodneſs, and Mercy; it, 
in ſhort, to be holy and virtuous are 
Duties at ane Time, they are Duties at 
all Times. 


Neither are choy Duties to me wank "k 


but to all of my Nature. If therefore 
J have a due Senſe of them, and of 
| my 
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my Obligations to obſerve and per- 
form them, I ſhall wiſh to ſee others 
do likewiſe; nor ſhall I be contented 
while any one who profeſſes to believe 
as I do, differs from me in Practice, 
Nor, again, ſhall I be fatisfied that my 
Cotemporaries do not differ from me, 
my Care will be extended to my Suc- 
ceſſors likewiſe: and all this for the 
Reaſon which I juſt now mentioned, 
whatever is my Duty is alike the Duty 
of others; and farther till, whatever 
is incumbent on the Race that now is, 
will equally be required of the Gene- 
rations to come. And this I think is 
ſufficient to evince the Reaſonableneſs 
of the Duty I would recommend, that 
we command our Children, and our 
| Houſhold after 1. 
The Expediency of it will appear, 


when we recollect the Depravity of 
Human 


— 9 * Mt 
28 5 — — 


SER E 
Human Nature. There is in all of us 
a Diſpoſition to tranſgreſs; at leaſt 
there is in all of us ſo much Unwari- 
neſs, and Inattention, that we are 
eaſily betrayed into Sin: we ſee this 
in every Stage of Life, moſt indeed in 
Youth, but too much even in more 
advanced Periods. Now this 1s al- 
ways in Proportion to the Care taken 
of our earlier Years: the Child, who 
from the firſt has been properly train- 
ed, will generally keep the right Path ; 
and when he doth at any Time de- 
viate, will be ſtartled, and ſoon return 
to it: He contracts an Habit of Vir- 
tue, and does as readily purſue that, as 
others, leſs happy in their Education, 
do Vice. Nature at firſt is ductile, and 
will put on any Form you ſhall pleaſe 
to impreſs ; negle& it a few Years it 
becomes {ſtubborn and obſtinate, reſiſts 

> you 
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you with incredible Force, and the 
kind plaſtic Hand of Education after- 
wards will have no more Effect than 
Water hath poured upon Marble. 

[ The Expediency of it will appear, 


ſecond! ly, when we conſider the amaz- 


ing Power of Example. If the Pa- 
rent doth not teach his Children what 
is right, too many will teach them 


what 1s wrong : if they ſee not within 
their own Doors good Precedents, 
they will follow the Reverſe of them 
abroad; if he doth not fortify them 
| with religious Sentiments, if he doth 
| not arm them with Virtue and the 
| Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, how 
' ſhall they oppoſe Inclination? if he 
| 

| 


doth not teach them to deſpiſe falſe 
Pleaſure, they muſt fall a Prey to it; 
= | and if he caution them not againſt the 
World, they . will be amongſt the 
wretch- 


8 2 


C ²˙ » 
wretchedeſt in it. To engage with its 
Temptations and Artifice, its Allure- 
ments and Snares ; to ſtrip the gaudy 
Phantom of its Tinſel and Paint; to 
ſee the treacherous Heart under flat- 
tering Smiles; to diſtinguiſh true 
Friendſhip from falſe :—To do this at 
a Time of Life when the Paſſions are 
ſtrong, andthe Judgment weak ; when 
they have had little Experience of it, 
and undeſigning themſelves they ſuſ- 
pe& no Deſign; requires that they 
come to the Attack prepared, and in- 
ſtructed: But who is to prepare and 
inſtru& them, or who will undertake 
the kind Office, if the Parent do not? 

to the Parent doth this Office belong, 
and at his Hands will it be ſeverely 

required. 
But zbirdly, this Expediency muſt 
be An. if we recolle& that human 
Action, 
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AdCion, like human Life, is circum- 


{ſcribed within narrow Bounds, the 
Sphere of it is ſmall; and however, 
when we preach Religion, we may 


| wiſh to have our Sound go forth into all 


Lands, and our Words unto the Ends 


| of the Earth; however we may with 


to promote and propagate Virtue, our 


Influence reaches not far; *tis much if 


it extends to our Neighbour ; well, if 


it operates within our own Families. 


Tf ours extends not to others, theirs 


for the ſame Reaſon will not come to 


us. And this ſhews how neceſſary it 

is that every Parent, and Maſter of a 
Family, do look well to that Family; 
if he doth not, no one elſe will: for 


| although there are a Set of Men who, 
by their Profeſſion and Intent of their 
Office, are publick Inſtructors, to 


whom all may apply, and who there- 
fore 


SERMON H. 9 
fore in ſome Meaſure prevent the Ne- 
ceſſity of Inſtruction at Home; yet 
where is the Benefit of this Inſtitu- 

tion, if the Maſters of Families, who 
oftentimes are as ignorant as their 
Children or Servants, do neither at- 
tend theſe Inſtructors themſelves, nor 
require it of their Families. —All this 
ſhews the Expediency of this Duty, 
and it will be full as eaſy to demon- 
ſtrate the Uiility of it. 

There can, I think, be no Propoſi- 
tion clearer than this, that a religious 
Life is the happieſt. By a religious 
Life I mean, one that is ſpent in an 
uniform Courſe of Obedience to the 

Laws of God, and Virtue ; in a regular, 

habitual obſervance of all thoſe Duties 
which we owe to that Great Being, 

our Neighbour and our ſelves. It is | : 

this muſt ſecure to us (for nothing elſe 

1 1m can) 


16 SERMON II. 
can) the Peace of our own Minds, 
the good Opinion, Aſſiſtance, and 


Eſteem of others; the real Enjoyment 


of all temporal Bleſſings, and a well- * 


grounded Hope of far greater here- 


after: It is this muſt find a Shelter 
when the Rain and Wind beat; when 
all without is fad, and alarming ; and 
when, deſpairing like Peter, we cry 
out, Me fball periſh! It is this mult 
rear the Head, when we languiſh in 
Sickneſs; It is this muſt adminiſter the 
laſt cordial Drop when this Life is juſt 
diſappearing ; It is this muſt open to 
us a View into the next, and this only 
can convey us in ſweet Viſions to it. 
Nor leſs will be the Urility of it, 
with Regard to thoſe who deſcend 
from us. No matter what we give 
our Children beſide, if we leave them 
not Y7riue; this is our moſt valuable 
| and 


SERMON II. ir: 
and our nobleſt Bequeſt; this only 
may be called tue Riches; compared 
with it, all our other Acquiſttions are + 
trifling: what are they to the Villain, 
who nevertheleſs is deſpiſed and neg- 
lected? what are they to the Sick, 
who {till have a Life of Pain and con- 
finement? what are they to any one; 
who knows he hath not deſerved 
them? what to the dying Man, who 
finds that he is leaving them? Or, 
laſtly, what are they to the Sinner, 
when they cannot purchaſe Pardon? 
vill not a Conſciouſneſs of one good 
Aion afford a Man more Pleafure 
than all theſe together? and will he 
not, when he wings his Flight hence, 
name this among his foremoſt Thanks- 
givings, that his Parents did not con- 
tent themſelves with bequeathing to 
him an Inheritance here, but provided 
for 
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for him a beter; an Inheritance un- 


like an earthly one, one that is incor- 
ruptible, unfading, and eternal in the 


| Heavens with God. 


But is the Benefit confined to our 
Children ? No, it extends to all their 
Connections: They learn to fill well 
all the Relations of Life; they will 


make good Subjects, good Huſbands, 


good Fathers, good Maſters, good 
Neighbours ; honeſt Men, and indus- 
trious in their ſeveral Callings: They 
will contribute alſo to the Strength, 
and Welfare of the Publick; Their 
Houſholds carry with them Bleſſings 
wherever they go; to every Family 
into which they are taken; to every 
Perſon with whom they have Engage- 
ment.— 80 that you ſee, by a careful 
and religious Education of them, you 


not only are laying up in Store for 


your- 


SERMON I. 123 
yourſelves the richeſt of all Treaſures, 
not only ſecuring the Peace of your 
own Minds, and an Aſſurance that 
you are doing what is acceptable to 
God, and will recommend you to 
his Love and Reward; you not only 
are providing for the Happineſs of 
your Family 1n its firſt Deſcent from 
you, but the Happineſs alſo of their 
Children's Children, and of every 
Perſon, and of every Place, to which 
they ſhall hereafter belong, t to * 
Poſterity. 

Conſider the Argument! in theſe va- 
rious Lights, and then tell me when 
you fee a Parent, or Maſter of a Fa- 
mily, employed in this Work, whether 
he doth not appear to you a moſt 
amiable and deſireable Character * That 
of an univerſal Benefactor, he Friend 
of Human-kind, and, becauſe for this 

— very 
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very thing Abraham received that glo- 
rious Appellation, the py: too 4 his 
Gop. | 

This, I think, is ſufficient to EPPS 
liſh the Uriity of this Duty; and 
fince That, the Reaſonableneſs, and 
Expediency of it have been ſhewn; I 
proceed in the ſecond Place to point 
out in what Manner it ſhould be con- 
ducted. 

"OY 1t will 5 8 to enu- 
merate all the Methods that might 
be employed; I ſhall therefore confine 
myſelf to ſome principal ones; and in 
mentioning theſe I ſhall be as . as 
poſſible. 

The firſt Duty ally a Parent (or! I 
ſpeak unto Chriſtians) is to ſee their 
Children baptized; that fo the Immor- 
tality forfeited by. Adam's Tranſgreſ- 
ſion may be recovered to them, and 


they 


SERMON I. 15 
they put in a Way to make that Im- 
mortality happy. | 

The next 1s, to watch the infant 
Mind; to obſerve the firſt Dawn of 
Underſtanding, and with Care to open 
it. From the Moment they obſerve, 
and can be made to diſtinguiſh, muſt 
you begin your kind Office: and as 
from their Birth you furniſh- them 
with ſuitable Food, occaſionally al- 
tered as their Age and Conſtitution 
require; ſo from the Inſtant their In- 
tellects begin to unfold ſhould you 
begin your Inſtructions, and vary, and 
Increaſe them as their Capacities vary. 
When they are firſt ſuſceptible of 
them, cannot be pronounced abſo- 
lutely, but 1 in general we may take 
this for our Guide ; ſoon as they begin 
to imitate Sounds, it is plain they have 
Memory, and from the Commence- 
8 | ment 5 
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ts 8ER MON IL. 
ment of Memory, Reflection, and Un- 
derſtanding begin: little at firſt can 


ahe Parent ail, or the Infant imbibe ; 


and longer yet will he be before he 
can be made ſenſible of Right and 
Wrong ; but he can ſoon be taught 
to ſee that ſome Things pleaſe, and 
others difpleaſe; a Smile, a Frown, 


a thouſand Things may ſhew it: and 


thus Vice may be checked, and Vir- 
tue implanted in him, almoſt from his 

Birth. 

Soon as your Child arrives at Speech, 
let him uſe the Power aright ; let him 
never hear a bad or indecent Word, 
much leſs Oaths and Curſes: let him 
tſp in Prayer, and convey his Inten- 
tions truly: Teach him to deteſt a 
Lye; and if he commits a Fault, let 
him find, to own it is to atone for it. 
In all his Amuſements, firſt ſee that 


SERMON I KH 
they be innocent, and next that they 
have a Tendency to Health and Man- 
lineſs: If theſe be effeminate, they 
will hurt his Underſtanding ; if cruel, 
his Humanity. Look well alſo to the 
Manner in which you reward, or pu- 
niſh: corporal Puniſhments cannot 
well be too few, nor too ſoon laid aſide; 

but whatever you ſubſtitute for them, | 
Jet it be moderate; and whenever it | I 
mult be infliaed, let 5: appear it muſs. | | 
Your Rewards too ſhould be judici- 
ous : let them not be meer Indulgen- 
cies, for they will enervate; let them 

5 not be pecuniary, for they will make | 
him venal: avail yourſelves rather of | 

the active Paſſions of Shame and Am- . 
bition; theſe are the only Sources of 

great and laſting Excellencies, and will 

not fail to operate when Fear and In- 


ere} ſhall ceaſe to influence. 
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And now it will be Time to ad- 
vance the Progreſs of their Education; 
I mean that Part of it which moſt di- 
realy tends to improve their Morals. 
This lies in every Parent's Power: for 
in Order to it, it is not neceſſary that 
the Youth be carried through the Cir- 
cle of the Sciences, or be taught the 
various dead and living Languages; 
it is enough he be enabled to read, 
and underſtand his own: for although 
wealthy Parents can beſtow upon 
their Children nothing ſo much to 
their Advantage as a polite and learn- 
ed Education; yet this is not neceſſary 
in all Conditions, and in ſome would 
be hurtful: It would be hurtful to the 
Poor: their Children as eaſily may be 
taught too much, as too little: they 
are taught too much, whenever they 
are 
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are inſtructed in Matters above their 
Rank in Life: for Inſtance, ſuch as 
ſhall make them diſdain the Labours 
of the Field, or the Service of private 
Families; both of which are as neceſſa- 


ry in a Community, as the Merchant, 


or Legiſlator: All they want, and all 


they ſhould have, is ſuch a Know- 


ledge of their native Language as may 
enable them to read, and underſtand 
The Scriptures. This every Charity- 

School teaches, and more, in my Opi- : 
nion, none of them ſhould teach. Into 
theſe therefore all poor People ſhould 
endeavour to get their Children ad- 
mitted; and, where they cannot, out 
of the Little, which it hath pleaſed 
God to give, or enable them to procure 
by Induſtry, ſhould reſerve enough to 
purchaſe ſuch Inſtruction: this in all 
Places may be had upon very moderate 
Terms: 
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Terms: and no one of them will want 
a Fund ſufficient for it, if he will but 
lay aſide for this what he uſually ex- 
pends in needleſs Amuſements. 
After having thus enabled him to 
read, every Parent ſhould addreſs his 
Child in the Words of Philip to the 
Eunucbh, Underſtandeſt thou what thou 
readeſt? every one like Philip ſhould 
explain to him what he doth not un- 
deritand: for this every Parent, be his 
own Knowledge little, or great, is pre- 
_ pared with Materials: he can begin 
with nothing better than the Church- 
Catechiſin, which can never be enough 
admired as an eaſy, familiar, Compen- 
dium of the Chriſtian Doctrines and 
Duties; but, beſides being ſo intelligi- | 
ble, many Expoſitions of it have been 
publiſhed ; ſo that, if at any Time he 
himſelf wants to be inſtructed in it, the 
e Inſtruction 
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Inſtruction is always to be had. This 
therefore he ſhould teach his Children, 
to repeat, or rather to underſtand; It 
ſhould be the Employment, eſpecially 
of his Sunday Evenings; and for this 
the pooreſt of us all have Leiſure; 
even ſuch whoſe Time on other Days 
is neceſſarily ſpent in providing for 
their Families, and ſo far 1 18 religiouſly 
ſpain. 

Such indeed of us whoſe Circum- 
ſtances, and better Education, leave us 
not only more Time, but more Abili- 
ties for it, ſhould take a larger Field 
of Inſtruction. We, after we have 
taught our Children the Rudiments 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and by the 
Helps of human Learning, have en- 
larged their Capacities, ſhould let them 
ſee the Difference between That, and 

Natural Religion : : ſhould ſhew them 


FF. wherein 
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wherein they agree, and wherein they 
differ; where natural Light ceaſes; and 
where Revelation begins: how far they 
are calculated to make us happy /ig/y, 
and how far both together. This will 
evince to them the Excellencies of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation over all others, 
and, at the fame Time it fills them 
with Gratitude to the gracious Giver 
of it, will teach them their Obligations 
do receive and obey it: thus from a 
right Faith, we ſhall bring them to a 

right Practice; inſtead of meer Moral 
Men, conſtitute a' much higher Cha- 
racter; and not only thus make them 
Chriſtians, but make them to become 
the beſt and nobleſt of Chriſtians, 
Chriftians upon Principle. 
When the Parent hath thus nd 
N the young Chriſtian by his Iſtruction, 
He has next to perfect him by his 
Example. 
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Example. There is in all young Perſons 
a Proneneſs to imitate, ſuch Things eſ- 
pecially as they obſerve in thoſe whom 
they have been taught to love and re- 
veregce ; at leaſt there is in all of them 
ſuch a Diſpoſition to Levity, Diſſipa- 
tion, and Thoughtleſneſs, that nothing 
can correct it but the ſeverer Man- 
ners of the Parent or Maſter. It is to no 
| Purpoſe, or perhaps to a very bad one, 
to tell your Children they muſt not 
lie, if you lie; that they muſt not 
ſwear, if you ſwear ; that they muſt 
be ſober, if you are intemperate ; that 
they muſt forgive; if you are revenge- 
ful; that they muſt be kind, AF you 
are malicious ; or courteous, if you 
are a Nabal. In ſhort to point out a 
Vice, and bid them beware of it; or 
ſet forth a Virtue, and bid them. pur- 
ſue it; if they either ſee you commit 
HP the 
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dhe one, or act in Contradiction to the 
8 | | 

And now, after what you have 
heard, I think I need not ſay more to 
preſs upon you this Duty ; neither can 
Any one pretend he knows not how to 
perform it; the only Part indeed in 
which you can poſſibly err, is the Ex- 
tent of it. And here I muſt remind 
you, it extends To. all your Houſhold ; 
to. your. Servants, as well as to your 
Children: ye are Parents to all of 
theſe, and if through your Negle& 
any of them fail of Salvation, it will 
endanger your own. With regard to 
your Servants, remember ye too have 

a Maſter in Heaven: That Maſter ſent 
| his Son into the World to inſtruct you; 
That Maſter not only provideth for 
you Food and Raiment, but inlight- 
eneth you with his Word, inſpireth 
you 
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you with his Spirit and affiſteth you 
with his Grace, —Freely ye have re- 


ceived, freely give; and have in mind 


the Words which ye will hear from 
the Saviour of the World, in the Day 
of Judgment, Inaſinuch as ye did it not 
unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Bre- 
thren, ye did it not unto me. 

With regard to your Children too, 
as well as them, ſet before your Eyes 
the Example of Abrabam, and remem- 
ber the great Bleſſings derived to his 
Poſterity, for his religious Care of 
them. Abraham ſhall ſurely become a 


great and mighty Nation, and all the 


Mations of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in 
him; for I know him, that he will com- 
mand. his Children, and his Houſhold 
after bim. Remember too another Ex- 
ample, the Reverſe of the former, 
remember Eli: I will judge bis Houſe 
OT: | G for 


\ 
| 
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for ever, faith God, for the Iniquity 
=! oO awhich he -knoweth ; .. becauſe bis Sons 
made themſelves vile, and be reſtrained 
them not: | Therefore the Iniquity of 
Eli's Houſe ſhall not be purged with Sa- 
crifice nor Offerings for ever. The 
Bleſſings which ye have in your power 
to bequeath to them by your Atten- 
tion, or the Miſeries ye may entail 
on them by your Neglect, are Induce- 
ments ſufficient, if ye yourſelves were 
no way concerned; but ye too will 
have your Reward; not only in Hea- 
ven, where with them-ye will reap the 
Fruits of your Obedience here; but 
alſo in this Life, and in the moſt inte- 
reſting, affecting, Article of it; I mean 
your laſt Moments. For hear how 
Solomon deſcribes the Comfort which 
a good Father feels, even when he is 
taking leave of his Child, Though he 
| . 
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die, yet is he as though he was not dead, 
for he hath left one behind him that is 
like himPfelf : while he lived, be ſaw and 
refoiced in him; and when he died, he 
was not ſorrotful. 


SERMON. 
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SERMON II. 
OF THE TRUTH OF THE f 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 
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Of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. 


Acrs. xxvl. 26. 
, Thing was not done in a 
Corner. 


I. we conſider Chriſtianity in a cool 
and diſpaſſionate Manner, we muſt 

be convinced of the Truth of it: the 
internal Evidence which it carries 
along with it, the Purity of its Pre- 
cepts, the Sublimity of its Doctrines, 
the Perſpicuity with which it propoſes 
them to us; the engaging Manner in 
which it addreſſes itſelf to our Hopes 
and Fears; yet with a Strength of Rea- 
ſoning that appeals to the Judgment, 
H are 
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are undeniable Proofs of it. If to 
theſe we add thoſe external Teſtimo- 


nies with which it comes ſupported, 


the Miracles wrought in Defence of it, 


the continual Providence which has 


viſibly protected, and amazingly borne 


down all Reſiſtance to it; that made a 
Way for its Reception in ſpite of Pre- 
judice of Education, of the Paſſions 
and ſeeming Intereſts of Mankind; in 


Oppoſition to their favourite Vices, in 


Oppoſition to human Power, he 


Kings of the Earth that flood up, and 


the Rulers that took Counſel againſ} it; 
while its Friends were few and weak, 


and unable of themſelves to give it 


an Eſtabliſhment; the Preachers of 


Chriſtianity have an eaſy, and a plea- 
fant Taſk; — But for want of due 
Attention to theſe, the Caſe is far 
otherwiſe; and inſtead of direQing the | 


Practice 
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Practice of their Hearers, it is neceſſary 
they inform their Underſtanding; en- 


gage with Infidelity, inſtead of diffolute 


Manners; and make Men Chriſtians 
in Theory, inſtead of Chriſtians in 


Life. 


Thanks be to God! PORES”; to be 


_ obliged to this is painful, the Work 


itſelf is not arduous; they neither de- 


cline, nor fear it ; their Weapons defy 


all Oppoſition, and like the Widow's 
Cruiſe of Oil, cannot fail. | 

The Words which I have choſen | 
for your Conſideration will confine 
me to One of theſe, but I hope from 


that to ſhew the Truth of the Chriſtian 


Religion; and it is This thing was not 
done i in a Corner, 


We have here Part | 'of It. Paul's s 


Reply to Fefirs, as he ftood on his 


Defence before him, King Agrippa, 


Bernice, 
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Bernice, and otlrers: and ſo noble was 
the Defence that he almoſt perſuaded 
one of them to be a Chriſtian. But as 
he was ſpeaking, Feſtus ſaid with a 
loud Voice, Paul! thou art beſide thy- 
elf, much Learning doth make thee 
mad: the Apoſtle with becoming Spi- 
rit anſwered, J am not mad moſt noble 
Feſtus, but ſpeak the Words of Truth 
and Soberneſs : for the King knoweth of 
theſe Things before whom I ſpeak freely, 
for I am perſuaded that none of theſe 
Things are hidden from him, for 1515 
Thing was not done in a Corner. 

The Thing here alluded to, com- 
prehends no leſs than the Birth, Life, 
Death, and Reſurrection of Chriſt. 
We will take them in their Order, 
and ſee whether this be Fact: for if it 
be, it follows of Courſe, that the 
Chtiftian * in theſe main and 


prin- 
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principal Articles of it muſt be true. 
We will begin with our Saviour's 
Birth. —And here let it be obſerved, 
that the World was apprized of his 
Coming, and all along taught to ex- 
pect it. They who want to impoſe 
upon us a Falſity, will not bid us be 


on our Guard: No! they come like 


the Thief, hen Men are aſleep, and no 
one looketh for them: to give us Time 
to conſider well, and prepare ourſelves 
for an Event, has all the Marks of 
liberal, ingenuous, Dealing; and can' 


leave the Perſons, who are thus treated, 


no Room to doubt the Truth of what 
is propoſed to them, or the good In- 
tentions of thoſe who propoſe it. 
Apply this to the Doctrine of our 


Saviour's Incarnation. The World 


for a ſeries of four thouſand Years was 
prepared to receive it: This it was that 


1 ſupported 
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ſupported our firſt Parents under the 
heavy Curſe of the Fall: for that they 
in this Senſe underſtood thoſe Words, 
The Seed of the Woman ſhall break the 
Serpent's Head, is confirmed to us 
among others by the following Cir- 
cumſtance; Eve, we read, bare Cain, 
ſoon as may be preſumed after her 
Expulſion from Paradiſe ; at a Time 
when this Promiſe was recent, and no 

doubt uppermoſt in her Thoughts; . 
in a kind of Extacy therefore ſhe 
cried out, I have gotten, not as we 
tranſlate it, a Man from the Lord, but 
a Man, the Lord: rum, ws wap 
whence, otherwiſe, could ariſe this ex- 
traordinary Exultation? It could not 
be from the bare Privilege -of bearing 
Hae ; for this ſhe had in common with 
the meaneſt Brutes: to this we may 
add the Pains of Childbirth; - which 


Pains 
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Pains ſhe knew to be one Part of her 

Puniſhment: her Joy therefore muſt 
ariſe from a Proſpect of ſome Advan- 
tage to be derived from her Seed; and 
this Advantage was the Deſtruction 


of the Tempter, by one in Deſcent 


from it. 
Secondly, His Birth was not only 


foretold, but the Manner, and other 
Circumſtances of it, were minutely 
particularized : It was, f/f, confined 
to the Seed of Abraham; and then to 
a ſpecial Branch of that Family ; the 


Place of it was declared; the Period 
of Time too was ſo far diſcovered, 


that, not long before his Appearance, 


the Jewiſh Doctors in full Sanbedrim, 
adventured to pronounce him at Hand: 


It is well known that the Jews were 


encouraged by this to make War with 
the Romans; at a Time when it was 


Madneſs 


% 
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Madneſs to attempt it: Jo/ephus al- 


lows this, and Suetonius and Tacitus 
go farther, and ſay that their Coun- 


trymen had the ſame ExpeQations. 


Thirdly, The Character of our Sa- 
viour, and the Circumſtances that 


ſhould attend his Coming, were ſo deſ- 


cribed by the Prophets, that no Room : 
was left either to miſtake, or to be 
offended - with what appeared after- 


wards : the Obſcurity of his Parents, 


the Meaneſs of his Birth-place ; the 
Humility of his Appearance, his Suf-. 
ferings, his Patience, his ignominious 
and painful Death, together with his 
Reſurrection from it; were ſo pointed 
out that it was impoſſible to miſtake 


him. None of them was done in a 


Corner. No! they came thus openly, 
thus fairly, topeople upon their Guard; 


and have therefore all the Credentials 


that can be required. 
Laſily, 
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Lafily, As the World was thus pre- 
pared to expect the Me ſiab, fo had 
it Liberty afterwards to examine 
him thoroughly; to ſee whether the 
| Perſon pretending to be ſuch was fo 
in Fact; whether the Propheſies, under 
which he claimed, correſponded with 

Him, and the Events of his Life. Here 
too this Thing was not done in a Corner. 
From his Birth to his Death did he 
ſubmit himſelf to this, and every other 
Trial: he himſelf appealed to thoſe 
Propheſies, and occaſionally ſnewed 
their Accompliſhment in þ:s Perſon. 
All this was fair and open; and as dif- 
ferent from the uſual Methods of in- 
troducing an Impoſture, : as can be 
imagined. . 
But let us come to Pinicola and 
: firſt, to our Saviour's Birth. —'This 
was not ata Time when all was in 
16: Con- 
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Confuſion, —was not in a Place where 
there were no Eye-witneſſes, — was 
not kept ſecret till it might acquire 
Strength, — was not communicated 
to Friends only No! it happened, 
or, to ſpeak more properly, was order- 
ed, when the whole World was at 
Peace, and at Leiſure to obſerve it : the 
Temple of Janus was ſhut. — Was not 
where there were no Eye-witneſſes — 
for by a Decree of Auguſtus, every one 
rent to bis own City to be taxed: among 
others went Joſeph, with Mary his 
eſpouſed Wife, to Bethlehem; and, fo 
great was the Concourſe, there was 70 
Room for them in the Inn. The De- 
ſign was not concealed *till it could 
not be fruſtrated; for that very Night 
the Birth was declared to the Shep- 
herds, who immediately found Mary 
and the Babe; — was not revealed to 
them 
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them only No! it was notified to 
Herod, who, having imbibed the gene- 
ral, tho' unwarranted, Expectation of 
a temporal Prince, could not but be 
jealous of him, and by Principle, and 
Intereſt, his Opponent. So that the 
Circumſtances of his Birth are a ſtrong 
Confirmation of the Truth of all that 
followed; and the Apoſtle knew he 
ſaid a great deal, when he ſaid Ir was 
not done in a Corner. 

Proceed we, /econdly, to our Saviour's 
Life. His Life was as publick as his 
Birth: as the one was at a publick 
Time, and at a publick Place; ſo was 
the other, as he himſelf faid, always in 
the World; in the Markets, in the Tem- 
ple, in the Synagogues. As to his Doc- 
trines; In Secret, faid he, have I ſaid 
nothing. He did not preach to a fer, 


and that privately; but upon an Hill, 
before 
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overpowered by his heavenly Wiſdom, 
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before large Multitudes did he deliver 
them firſt: here he publiſhed that 


Scheme of Religion which at all 


Times after he explained, and recom- 
mended. For this he choſe the moſt 
frequent Meetings ; we find him in the 
Synagogues every Sabbath-Day, and 
although he never failed to im- 
prove to their Advantage the Seaſons 
which he had apart with his Diſci- 
ples; yet in general he ſought the 
Multitudes, and the Multitudes him. 
And as at twelve Vears old we ſee him 
in the T emple, diſputing with the 
Doctors, both Hearing and aſking them 
Queſtions; ſo at no Time afterwards | 
did he decline a Conference; various 
Men were ſent with various Pretences 


to entrap him in his Words; he never 


refuſed to hear them, but replied, till, 


no 
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no Man durſt of. bim any more Que 
tions. 

And as our Saviour Gd TY 
Doctrines publickly, ſo did he perform 
his Miracles publickly. Theſe too were 
not done in a Corner: were not wrought 
clandeſtinely, like thoſe of the De- 
vils, in the dark Receſſes of an Hea- 
then Temple; nor before his ozwn Fol. 
lowers only, like thoſe in the Churches 
of modern Rome.—No, he wrought 
his Miracles in the Face of thouſands, 
in the midſt of Jeruſalem, and of all 
Juclæa; in the Face of Enemies, as 
well as Friends, whoſe Inclination it 
was, whoſe Intereſt it was, and whoſe 
Duty it was to detect him. The fir/# 
he performed was at a Wedding, at 
which were many preſent ; his /a/ 
when the whole Nation of the Jews 
were afſembled at the Paſſover. At 


* done 
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one Time he fed four thouſand, at 
another five. — To this we may add 
that the Perſons, upon whom he 
wrought his Miracles, were ſuch, that 
the Genuineſs of them could not be 
diſputed : he did not chooſe his Sub- 
Jes, but took whatever they brought 
to him: if any had the Preference, 
they had with whom the People were 
molt acquainted, ſuch as they knew 
to have been long afflicted, whom they 
knew to be born blind ; whom they 
had ſeen many Years before lame, 
and unable to ſtand; poſſeſſed, and 
tormented with Devils. So again they 
were frequent; not performed now 
and then, on particular Occaſions, and 
for particular Purpoſes ; but daily, 
conſtantly, at all Times, in all Places, 
with the ſame Candour, and the ſame 
honeſt Appeal to the Senſes, and 


5 Reaſon of the SpeRators. 
From 
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From this View of his Life, of the 
Doctrines he taught, and the Miracles 
he performed, we come next to con- 
fider his Death. This too was not done 
in a Corner. Had his Execution been 
ordered ſuddenly, and without pre- 
vious Trial; or had it been within the 
private Walls of a Priſon, the Reality 
of it might have been queſtioned: but 
this was not the Caſe; he was re- 
moved from one Place of Judicature 
to another; underwent the Formality 
of a Trial, and that ſeveral Times; in 
the Sight both of Jews and Romans, 
was publickly ſcourged: bore his 
Croſs like his Antitype 1/aac, through 
a publick Part of the City: was pub- 
lickly crucified; not in a remote, ob- 
ſcure Place, but on Calvary, a Mount 
near the City, conſpicuous, and cal- 
culated for open View: not in a nem 
one, 
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one, which the People might have 
miſtaken; but in the uſual Place of 
Executions. The Crucifixion of ſo 
extraordinary a Perſon, who called 
himſelf their King, had wrought Mi- 
racles among them, and, even the very 
| Inſtant before Pilate gave Sentence, 
aſſerted his Divinity; could not but 
attract many Beholders had He alone 
been to ſuffer, but there were cruci- 
fied with him zo others ; which muſt 
needs add to the Concourſe. Here 
then were Witneſſes in Abundance; 
every Thing was done openly, ma- 
naged by his Enemies, who certainly 
would take Care to prevent any /#þ- 
_ poſititicus Sufferer and were alſo too 
blood-thirſty to leave him till they 
knew he was dead. | 

Nor was his Re/urrefion, leſs no- 
- torious than his Death, This was an 


Event 
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Event which the Jes were prepared 
to expect: for beſides that David had 
foretold, that his Soul ſhould not be left 
in Hell, neither ſhould his Body fee Cor- 
ruption; he himſelf declared, before 
he ſuffered, that he would riſe again 
the third Day: and this they under- 
ſtood Iiterally. The Body was indeed 
given to Fo/eph, who laid it in a Se- 

| pulchre which he had newly hewn out 
of a Rock; but it was not left to his 
Care only; for if fo, it might have 
been ſuſpe&ed that his Diſciples had 


removed it to a private Place, where 


they might ſafely viſit it; or conveyed . 


it to a diſtant one, the better to coun- 

tenance a Report of his Reſurrection: 
Ihe eus were aware of this, and re- 
minded Pilate of what Jeſus had 
ſpoken : this they knew, if once it 
was believed, would appear ſuch a 
| M Con- 
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Confirmation of his Truth, and his 
Divinity; ſuch a manifeſt Proof too 
of their Blindneſs, and Wickedneſs of 
Heart, that while they thought it pro- 
bable his Diſciples would attempt it, 
they reſolved to put it out of their 
Power: they therefore appliedt to Pilate, 
in order to prevent it; who ſaid, Te 
have a Watch, make the Sepulchre as 
fare as ye can: they did fo, ſealing the 
Sone, and ſetting a Watch; and yet 
this divine Being aroſe the third 
Day.—His not being in the Sepulchre 
had been Proof enough of his Reſur- 
rection, but leſt ſtill more ſhould be 
thought neceſſary, he appeared, not to 
a few only, but to five hundred Bre- 
thren at once; and that they and others 
might not imagine they ſaw his Ap- 
parition only, he gave them ſenſible 
Proofs of the Contrary ; ; by cating and 
drink- 


} 
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| | drinking with them; by ſuffering 
{© them to handle him, and ſee that he 

had Fleſh and Bones which a Spirit 
hath not. And laſely, he did not aſ- 
cend into Heaven immediately, before 
there was Time to enquire into the | 
Truth of it; but ſtaid upon Earth = 
forty Days. Every Circumſtance of 
this Fact, on which we build ſo much, 
has all the Evidence which can rea- | 
ſonably be required, or the Nature of | 
| the Fact will admit. 
F And thus I have proved the Point 
I undertook, and ſhewn, that nei- 
ther the Birth, Life, Death, nor Re- © 4 
ſurrection of Chriſt was done in @ | 
Corner; and conſequently that the 
Chriſtian Religion, in theſe main and 
principal Articles of it, 1s true ; and 
this being admitted I will only beg, 
that as 1n our publick Service you 


profeſs 
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a SERMON II. 
profeſs to believe, you would conſider 
them carefully as their Importance de- 
ſerves. IIl doth it become any, and 
eſpecially Men who profeſs Chriſti- 
anity, not to look into it. The Church 
of England doth not lay down a Set 
of Doctrines which the People are to 
take upon Truſt ; neither doth it ex- 
pect a blind implicit Belief of any 
Thing which we may not examine: 
No, It does nothing in a Corner; It 
acts openly, and generouſly ; It defends 
itſelf with Reaſon, not with Artifice; 
and while it pretends to lead to Truth, 
ſubmits to be tried by Truth. - How 
much it differs from the Church of 
Rome in this, you cannot but obſerve ; 
and the more you do obſerve it, the 
more Reaſon will ye have 70 hold faſt 
the Profeſſion of your Faith without 
 wavering. EO. 
Stand 
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Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty 
wherewith God and the Reformation 
have made you free; prove all Things, 
hold faſt that which 1s true; dare to 
judge; but judge modeſtly, and with- 
out Prejudice: and as ye grow more 
and more convinced of the Truth of 
your Religion, ſhew your Faith by 
your Works; as your Faith is the pu- 
reit in the World, let the Lives of its 
Profeſſors be as pure; as it was pub 
liſhed openly, let your Obedience to 
it be as conſpicuous; always remem- 
bring that as the World ſhall ſee your 
Piety in this Life, ſo will it recognize 
your Reward hereafter. 
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Of the Polity of the Chriſtian Church. 


2 EpnHEs. iv. II, 12. 
at he gave ſome Apoſiles, and ſome 
Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſis, and 
ſome Paſtors, and Teachers; 
For the perfecting of the Saints, for the 
Work of the Miniſtry, for the Edi 
Hing of the Body of Chriſt. 


HE Deſign of St. Paul in this 
whole Ep:/ile is to confirm the 
Gentile Converts in the Faith of Chriſt, 
and this the Times made neceſſary; 
for beſides ſuch of the Jews as did not 
believe, many of them who embraced 
the Goſpel, or, at leaſt, pretended to it, 


did yet endeavour to perſuade the 
Gen- 


„ DE 
Gentiles that they could not be ad- 
mitted into the Kingdom of Chr}, 
nor receive any ſpiritual Benefit from 
him, unleſs they were firſt circumciſed. 
The Apoſtle in the foregoing Chap- 
ters had ſet himſelf to confute this 
Doctrine, by repreſenting to them, 
that ſince God in his Kingdom under 
Feſus Chriſt had comprehended Men 
of all Nations; they were no longer 
Subjects of a much inferior Kingdom, 
confined to the Jews : that they were 
now admitted to far greater Privileges ; 
not communicated by outward Cere- 
monies, ſuch as Circumciſion, but by 
the Faith of Chriſt: and that whereas 
they were before excluded for want of 
that Rite, they were now by Chr:/?, 
who had. broken down the Partition 
Wall, that was between Jew and Cen- 
| tile, received without it. 35 
| Having 
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Having made uſe of theſe Argu- 

ments in the preceding Chapters, in 
this he advances a mew one; and it is, 
that Chriſt, the ſame Jeſus who died, 
and lay in the Grave, was now exalted 
to the right Hand of God; in a State of 
the higheſt Dignity and Power, far 
above all Heavens, that he might fill all 
Things: that is, that all his Members 
indiſcriminately might receive of him, 
as their Head, a Vis Vitæ, a Principle 
of Health and Strength, and ſpiritual 
Edification, —now therefore, faith he, 
Ye are no more Strangers and Foreign- 
ers, but Fellow-Citizens with the Saints, 
and of the Houſhold of God; and are 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſiles, 
and Prophets; Jeſus Chriſt himſelf be- 
ing the Head Corner-Stone; in which all 
the Building being fitly. framed lo- 
e groweth unto an holy Temple, 
O unto 


unto the Lord: in whom ye alſo are 
builded together, for an Habitation of. 
God through the Spirit, 

This goodly Building, it appears, 


was raiſed upon thoſe various Powers 


which Chriſi beſtowed on his Church 


at his Aſcenſion, when, agreably to 
the Pſalmiſt's Prediction, be Jed Cap- 
tivity captive, and gave Gifts unto 
Men. The cheif of theſe Gifts are 
thoſe which the Apoſtle-enumerates 
in the Text, where he ſays he gave 


fome Apoſiles, and ſome Prophets, and 
ſome Evangeliſis, and ſome Paſiors and 
Teachers; for the perfeting of the 
Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for 


the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt. 
From theſe Words I ſhall take Oc- 
n to ſhew, __ 
Firſt, That there were SY FR 


_ verſe Gifts and Orders in the Church. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, That theſe were not in- 
tended for the Benefit of the fir Ager 
only, but to be delivered down to all 
| fucceding ones, and 
Thirdly, The Neceſſity, and Utility 
of ſuch Polity. 
As to the firſt of theſe, that in the 
Church of CBriſi there were originally 
diverſe Gifts and Orders; it may be 
collected from profane, as well as ſacred 
Hiſtory; but I ſhall confine myſelf to 
the holy Scriptures. Theſe will tell 


us that before our Saviour's Aſcenſion, 


he appointed, under himſelf as High 


Prieſt, two diſtinct Orders, and one of 
them ſuperior to the other. We read 
in the ſixth Chapter of St. Luke, that 
he called unto him his Diſciples, and 
of them he choſe Twelve, whom he alſo 
named Apoſtles : and in the tenth, 
that he afterwards appointed other 


ſeventy 
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ſeventy alſo. But that the Powers de- 
ligated to the ſeventy were not equal 
to thoſe beſtowed on the Apaſtles, ap- 
pears from many Circumſtances. 

In the firſt Place the Apoſtles were 
to be with their Maſter, and appear 
throughout the Goſpel to be his con- 
ſtant Attendant, both from the Time 
of their Ordination, to their being ſent 
to preach; and, after their Return, to 
to the Time of his Aſcenſion. But it 
was not thus with the ſeventy, they 
were appointed only to preach; and 
after they returned, and had given him 
an Account of their Succeſs in it; we 
hear nothing farther of them. 
In the next Place, they were ſent 
only before our Lord's Face into the 
Cities and Places whither he himſelf 

doould come, to prepare for his Re- 
cebption: but to the Apoſtles was given 
a 
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- a Commiſſion to act by themſelves; 
and this Commiſſion was unlimited ; 
they were to teach and baptize a/l 
Nations; their Sound was to go forth 
into all Lands, and their Words unto 
the Ends of the Earth. 
8 might alſo obſerve, that, 4 In- 
auguration of the Szventy was not near 
fo ſolemn as was that of the Twelve: 
for before hi, our Lord not only com- 
manded his Diſciples to pray, but he 
himſelf continued a whole Night in 
Prayer, 
S0 again the Twelve were called 
Apoſiles, but the Seventy were called 
by the general Name of Di/ciples, and 
this too even after they were ſelected 
from them; but it was not thus with 
the Apoſtles, they were ſtill called h 
Twelve, which could not have been 
upon the Suppoſition that the Seventy 


were taken into heir Order. 
255 But 
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But this will appear more evidently 
if we remark the Words of the Com- 
miſſions themſelves. To the Apoſtles 
is given Power zo cleanſe the Lepers, and 
zo raiſe the dead: but no ſuch Power 
is given to the ſeventy; as we find by 
comparing the tenth Chapter of St. 
Matthew, with the tenth of St. Luke. 
And it is further confirmed by this 
Circumſtance, that when a Vacancy 
happened in the College. of the 
Apoſtles, the Succeſſor was choſen 
out of the /eventy: for this we have 
the Authority of Euſebius, and others, 
who ſay, that Matthias, upon whom 
the Election fell at the deceaſe of Jun 
das, was one of that Order. 

In Support of this Argument we 
alſo appeal to the Powers exerciſed by 
the Apoſtles in the work of the Mi- 
niſtry; they were never exerciſed, nor 
_ e 
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even claimed by any but themſelves ; 
for Inſtance, they ordained Deacons, 
though the Deacons were fir{t choſen 
by the Di/ciples: from whence it is 
plain, the Diſciples though allowed by 
the Twelve to recommend, had no 
Power to ordain them. But they did 
more, they ordained Biſhops and El- 
ders; they confirmed baptized Chriſ- 
tians, and conferred upon them the 
Holy Ghoſt: for we read when the 
Apoſiles wwho were at Jeruſalem heard 
rhat Samaria had received the Word of 
God by the Preaching of Philip, a Dea- 
con, they ſent unto them two of their own 
Order, Peter and John, who, when they 

dere come down prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Ghoſt, for 
as yet he was fallen upon none of them ; 
only they were baptized in the Name of 
the n Jeſus; then laid they their 

Hands 


> rr 
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Handi upon them, and they recieved the 


OO - 


But although theſe various Powers 
appear from the Commiſſions them 
ſelves, and likewiſe from the Acts of 


the Apoſtles, and i»ferior. Miniſters, 


and we may ſafely reſt our Proof upon 
them; yet they are not our only Au- 


thorities. St. Paul in expreſs Terms 


tells the Corinthians, that there are 


Diverſities of Gifts, and there are Di- 


verſities of Operations : for to one is given 


by the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom, to 
* another the Word of Knowledge, to an- 
other Faith, to another the Gift of Heal- 


ius, to another the working of Miracles, 
to another Prophecy, to another diſcern- 


ingo, Spirits, to another diverſe Kinds of 


Tongues, to another the Interpretation 
of Tongues: and he goes on and ſays, 


God bath ſet Jome in his Church, firſt, 


Abaſcles, 
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Apoſtles, ſecondly, Prophets, thirdly, 
Teachers. All theſe various Gifts were 
then exiſting, and viſible to the Corin- 


thians; and though many of them | 
ſoon after ceaſed, and to us are not ſo 


intelligible, yet thus much is plain, 
they differed one from another, and 
were to be exerciſed in Subordination. 

I proceed therefore to ſhew, /econdly, 
that this Eftabliſhment was made not 
for the Benefit of the jr/# Apes only, 


but to be delivered down to all ym 


ceding ones. 


And I muſt firſt obſerve, rake there 


is not in all the Scriptures the leaſt In- 


timation that it is to determine; and 
it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that Chrif 
ſhould found a Church, and make no 
Proviſions for its Continuance ; that 
he ſhould appoint certain Miniſters 


in it with Power to appoint others in | 


E all 
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all Parts of the World, and yet imme- 
diately upon their Deceaſe this Power 
ſhould be extinguiſhed. This cannot 
be ſuppoſed from the Nature of the 
Thing itſelf; the Church is a Society, 
and no Society ever did, nor can ſub- 
ſiſt without Officers, and Subordina- 
tion: for which Reaſon * founded 
in it both. 
Nor is this peculiar to the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation; for as Grotius obſerves, 


there was the like Appointment in the 


Fewiſh. The Jeros, under the Theo- 


- cracy, had by expreſs command Twelve 


Princes of the Trelve Tribes; theſe 


anſwered to the Twelve Apoſtles. And 


the Twelve Princes had Officers in gra- 


dation under them, Rulers of Thouſands | 


Rulers of Hundreds, Rulers of Fifties, 
and Rulers of Tens; and theſe correſ- 


| n with the Elders and Deacons. 


1 
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So alſo more immediately with Re- 
ſpect to the Priz/ihood: there was the 
High Prieſ?, there were Prieſis under 
Him, and Levites under them. Theſe 
all had diſtin Offices, and poſſeſſed 
different Ranks. Aaron was conſe- 
crated by Moſes, and was next in Dig- 
nity to him, as the Apoſtles were next 
In Dignity to their Maſter: and it is 
farther remarkable, that as our Sa- 
viour, after he had ordained the Tuelve, 
ordained /eventy other Miniſters, the 


preciſe Number of Jacob's Children 
who went with him into Egypt; ſo 
when Moſes went up to the Mount to 


receive the Law after the Ratification 
of the Covenant, Aaron and ſeventy 
Elders were commanded to go up with 
him. Theſe /eventy Elders acted un- 
der Moſes and Aaron, and ſuch Care 
was taken that this Subordination 
V 
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to common Eyes, that God himſelf diſ- 
tinguiſhed them by their Dreſſes; the 


this Diſtinction was obſerved *till 


when they obtained of King Agrippa 

a Licence to wear a Linen Tunique, 

* | as well as the Prieſis: upon which 

| Joſephus remarks, it was looked upon 

- as an evil Preſage, Experience having 
ſhewn that Innovations in religious 
Matters are attended with bad Con- 
ſequences. 
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| Ul in Favour of my Propoſition ;' for be- 
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among the Prieſis ſhould appear even 


Pricfts from the Higb Prieſt by a leſs 
pompous Habit, and the Levizes from 
both, by not aſſigning them any. And 


about the fixty-ſecond Year of Chriſt, 


— 
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to the Wiſdom and Will of God: in 


parellel Caſes, it ſhews that it is to be 
as durable in the one Inſtance, as in 


the ozber; but no Alteration in this 
Particular was made in the FJerwi/b 
Church, and therefore no Alteration 


ſhould be made in the Chri//ian. There 


is in all the Works of God an Image 


of bis Unity; we ſee this in the na- 


terial World, and might ſee it in the 


moral; and this probably led an in- 
genious Writer to ſuppoſe that zhe 


Oeconomy of the Goſpel is in the Order 


of the Decrees of God, and that it is in 
this Light a Conſequence of his E 


bility itſelf. 
But it is to be obſerved further, that 


when our Saviour gave to the Apoſtles 


their Commiſſions, he not only ſaid, 


As my Father hath ſent me even fo ſend 


 Tyou, and then confirmed it by a 
R Miracle, 
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Miracle, by breathing on them, and 


ſaying, recive ye the Holy Ghoſt; from 
whence it is plain they derived a Power 
to confer on others, what he had thus 
conferred on them; I ſay, he not only 


did this, but he added likewiſe Lo/ 


J am with you akvays, even unto the 


End of the World. Now this Pro- 
miſe muſt have failed if underſtood of 
their Perſons. only; for although it 


may be objected that in the Mo/aic 


Diſpenſation the ceremonial Laws, 
which were ſtiled Ordinances for ever, 


were nevertheleſs abrogated; it is no 


where declared, that the Authority, 
which firſt enacted, never would repeal, 
or ſuperſeed them: but our Saviour 
hath declared poſitively for the Per- 
petuity of his Church; but this Per- 
petuity cannot be without a Continu- 


ance of its Laws and Polity; neither 


can 


SE FM ON Uk, #9 
can theſe Laws, nor this Polity be pre- 
ſerved without a Succeſſion of proper 


Officers; the very Reaſon which in- 


duced him to ordain diverſe Miniſters 
at firſt, were Reaſons for ordaining the 
like upon he rſt Vacancies, are Rea- 
| ſons for ordaining them now, and will 
continue to be fo to the End of the 
World. It is plain the Apoſtles faw 
it in this Light: why elſe did they; 
who beſt knew the Nature and Extent 
of their Commiſſion, proceed without 
Delay to the Election of Matthias? 
why did they afterwards ordain other 
Miniſters, not only of a lower Order, 
but ſome alſo to ſucceed to their own ? 
this we know they did; they ordained 
St. James at Jeruſalem, Epaphroditus 
at Philippi; and St. Paul Titus at 
Crete. This Practice of the Apoſtles 
1s ſufficient not only to authorize, but 

| e even 
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even to require the ſame of their Suc- 


ceſſors, to lateſt Poſterity ; and ſhews 
that the Appointment of the ſeveral 


Orders in the Chri/tian Church was 
not intended for the Benefit of the firſl 


Ages only, but to be delivered down to 
all er ones. 


Which brings me in the third and 


laſt Place, to ſhew the Neceſſity, and 
Utility of this Polity: and it is in few 


Words for the perfefing of the Saints, 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 
Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, 

This great End, itis plain, could not 


be effected without a Succeſſion of 


fuch various Functions for although 
the Power of working Miracles was one 
of thoſe granted to the Apoſtles, yet it 
does not ſeem to be their proper Office: 


it was granted rather to evince their 


Authority to preach, and perform 


other 
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other Acts of their Miſſion. For this 
Reaſon when the Goſpel had acquired 
a Foundation, and the Power of work- 
ing Miracles was no longer wanted, 
we find it withdrawn. But was it thus 
with other Gifts? was it thus with 
the properer Offices of the Apoſtles, 
and other Miniſters? No, theſe ſtill re- 
mained; and conſiſted in preaching and 
explaining the Goſpel, in adminiſter- 
ing the Sacraments, and other Rites 
of the Church: in maintaining Order 
and Dicipline in it; and preſerving 
Peace and Unity amongſt its Mem- 
bers. Theſe are Things of eternal 
Neceſſity, without which, the Church 
as a Society cannot ſurvive. For this 
Reaſon, and for this Purpoſe, it was, 
that ſome had Apoſiles, and ſome Pro- 
Pbhets, and ſome Evangeliſis, and ſome 
Paſtors, and Teachers. And it may as 
bY ; . W 
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well be affirmed that no Goſpel need 
be preached, no Sacraments admi- 
niſtred, no Order preſerved, nor any 
wholeſome Diſcipline exerciſed, as that 
2 Succeſſion of theſe Powers, and theſe 
Orders, is not as neceſſary in a// Ages 
of the Church, as they were in 2ts 
Infancy. 

With Regard to the 8 
of it, ſuppoſing that at no Time, and 
on no Occaſion whatever, any Altera- 
tion ſhould be thought requiſite; ſtill 
the Uſe of its Officers, and a Suc- 
ceſſion of them, is evident: for while 
the Society remains as it was originally, 
ſuch Officers in it as were neceſlary 
at firſt, mult continue for ever neceſ- 
ſary: but it is impoſſible in a State 
where all Things are fluctuating, and 
Circumſtances frequently vary, that 
che Mode of Government ſhould be 


invarialle; . 
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invariable; it muſt conform to Exigen- 


cies: but who ſhall judge of theſe Exi- 


gencies, or ſay how far they ſhall be 
complied with, unleſs there be a Suc- 
ceſſion of Men endowed with Abili- 


ties, and Authority for it? the Chan- 


ges that unavoidably happen in Ci- 


vil Affairs, make it neceſſary to have 


_ a conſtant, never dying Legiſlature, to 


repeal of alter old Laws, and ena& 


new. The ſame Neceſſity is there that 
there ſhould be in the Church ſtand- 
ing Officers, with Authority, not to 
alter any eſſential Part of Chriſtian 
Faith, or Chriſtian Duties, any more 


than in the Civil Department the Le- 


giſlature are to loſe Sight of F irſt Prin- 
ciples; but to preſerve the Conſtitu- 
tion in Health and Vigour, and to ſee, 
as the Apoſtle directs, that every Thing 
ze done decently and in Order. So that 
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with Regard to the Govertinent of the 
chütchz the Neceſſity of a Succeſſion 
of Officers muſt be acknowledged. 
The ſame will appear when we con- 
ſider other Parts of their Function; 
the Goſpel was to be preached, and 
they who ſhould receive it were to be 
admitted into the Church by Baptiſim; 
chis was to be done every where, with 
all People, and in all Ages of the 
World; the Promiſe, ſaid St. Peter, is 
ro you, and to your Children, and to all 
that are afar off; not only to the Jews 
who were preſent, but 0 as many as the 
Lord our God ſhall call; that is, to all 
who ſhall in any Place, or Time here- 
after, receive the Goſpel, and be bap- 
tized: but can this poſſibly be the 
Caſe if there be not a Succeſſion of 
Men commiſſioned to teach, and to 
baptize ? bow ſhall they 1 hear without a 
Preacher, 
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Preacher, and how ſball they preach ex- 
cept they be ſent ? Nothing therefore 
can be more evident than that the 
Apoſtles were to ſend others, as their 
great Lord and Maſter ſent them; and 

that, without a Succeſſion of various 

Officers, the Church cannot exiſt. 

And now, if any one doubts this, 
or wants yet to ſee the Liility of it, 
let him recollect the happy Fruits it 
produces; it produces the moſt deſire- 
able of all ſpiritual Bleſſings; the per- 
fecting of the Saints, the Work of the 
Miniſtry, the Edifying of the Body of 
Chriſt. For as the Joints and Bands, 
hold the Members of the natural Body 
together; ſo the great Officers, who 
derive from Chriſt as their Head, com- 
pact all Chriſtians together; while 
every other ſerves ſome ſubordinate, 
Purpoſe, giving ſtill and receiving 
88 i | T | re- 
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reciprocal Benefit; and, while they 
make of many Members one Body, are 
leading all Men to the Communion 
of Saints. 

Should it not therefore, muſt it not 
therefore, give every good Man Plea- 
ſure to ſee that Promiſe of our Lord, 
to be with us even unto the End of 
the World fulfilling to this very 
Hour: fulfilling it is, while the 
Succeſſion of Offices, which he firſt 
appointed, is carrying onward: and it 
is carried onward whenever fit Perſons 
are inveſted with them. From zhe/e 
like the precious Ointment on the 
Fewiſh High Prieſt, the Benefit de- 
ſcends throughout every Tribe ; de- 
ſcends with wholeſome Influence, from 

the higheſt, to the loweſt; /rom rhe 
Head, to the Skirts of his Cloathing ; 
making one Spiritual Houſhold, a 

55 Church 
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Church without Spot or Wrinkle; "till we 
all come, in the Unity of the Faith, and 
of the Knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfef# Man, unto the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt. 

For this Appointment of various 
Officers in his Church, and the Pro- 
viſion he has made for a conſtant Suc- 
ceſſion of them, great Thanks are due 
from every Chriſtian; every one 
ſhould confider the Harve/} is plenteous, 
and beſeech the Lord of it that zhere 
be no Labourers wanting. We who 
are already ſent to it, ſhould remem- 
ber why we were ſent ; whatever be the 
Office we bear, whether That which 
is now to be conferred on a good and 
learned Man, every Way qualified to 
to diſcharge and adorn it; or That 
with which we of a lower Order are 
truſted, let it be exerciſed duly ; let 

us 


ed UE 

us, in moſt Reſpects 2w//2 as Serpents, 
in all 72nocent as Doves, by Prudence 
by Knowledge; by Moderation, and 
Charity ; by Meekneſs, and Pureneſs ; 
by Inſtruction, and by Reproof ; but 
above all, by a Life conformable to 
the Doctrines we preach; approve our- 
ſelves the Followers of the heavenly 
Feſus : let us always have in Mind the 
End of theſe Deſignations, the Glory 

of God, and the good of Souls; and 
let ws be faithful, as they that muſt give 
an Account, that we may do it with Foy, 
aud not with Grief. _ | 
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SERMON IV. 
Of Chriſt crucified. 


| I Ca i. 23 

We preach Chriſt crucified; to the 
Fews a Stumbling-Block, and to ze 
Greeks Fooliſhneſs ; 


But unto them that are called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the Power 
of God, and the Wiſdom of God. 


N diſcourſing upon theſe Words I 
ſhall endeavour to explain to you, 

_ Firſt, What it is to * Chriſt 
cCrucified, 

3 „Why this was to the Jews 
a Stumbling-Block, 

Thirdly, Why it was to the Greeks 
Fooliſhneſs; and 
Fourthly, 
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78 SERMON. IV. 

Fourthly, How 1t ts nevertheleſs un- 
to them that are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, the Power of God, and the 
Wiſdom of God. 

And fire, What is is 70 ite Chriſt 
crucified. 

The Crucifxon & our bleſſed Lord 
is a Circumſtance which made many 
not only queſtion, but flatly deny his 
Divinity: they could not conceive, if 
he was a Being of ſuch tranſcendent 
Greatneſs, that he would ſubmit to 
the Croſs; nor that even a good or 
innocent man could be ſentenced to 
it. Crucifixion was uſually inflicted 
upon Malefactors only, and thoſe the 
moſt flagrant: hence it was'frequently 
objected to his Followers that they 
placed their Hopes upon a Man, upon 


à Man who had been crucified, whom 


the Jewiſh Law ſtyled accurſed, and 
| the 
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the reſt of the World held in extreme 
Contempt. | | 

Had our Saviour been an Impoſtor, 
and his Apoſtles the Inſtruments of his 
Fraud, doubtleſs they would have 
ſuppreſſed this Circumſtance as much 
as poſſible; but far from endeavour- 
ing to ſuppreſs it, they boldly taught 
it, they boaſted of it, they gloried in 
it: nay, St. Paul went ſo far as to ſay 
God forbid that he ſhould glory in any 
thing elſe. We preach Chri/? crucified, 
ſays he; we preach not a great, a 
Splendid, and triumphant Ring; but a 
meek, humble, ſuffering, Feſus on the 
Croſs: that is, he and they preached 
as Chriſtians ſhould, and muſt : not to 
have preached, 'not to have avowed 
him crucified, had not been preaching 
Cbriſi; his making himſelf freely an 
Offering for the Sins of the World, 
X and 
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and for an Atonement ſuffering ſuch 

a a painful, and ignominious Death, is 
that which diſtinguiſhes the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation from all others: through 
the Merit of theſe Sufferings we are 
redeemed and ſaved; and it is by this 
very Doctrine, after the World by 
Wiſdom knew not God; that 1s by all 
the Aſſiſtances of human Reaſon, 

| Learning, refined Speculations and 
ingenious Syſtems built upon them, 
it pleaſed God by the Foolifhne/s of 
preaching to ſave them that believe: the 
Fooliſhneſs of this Preaching is the 
preaching Chriſi crucified; a Doctrine 
that could not fail to give Offence to 
the Jews, and with the Greeks to be 
thought fooliſh ; but which afterwards 
appeared to all that received it, both 
Jews, and Greeks, to be the Power 
of God, and the Wiſdom of God. 
hs That 
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SERMON IV. 81 
- That it deſerves theſe Characters 
both of Power, and Wiſdom, will ap- 
pear in its proper Place: let us there- 
fore proceed, /econdly, to enquire for 
what Reaſons the Crucifixon of Chriſt N I 
was a Stumbling-Block to the Jews. | 
The Jews were at that Time a Pro- 
vince to Rome, and governed by a 
. Viceroy ſent to them from thence; 
but although obliged to ſubmit, they 
were greatly diſſatisfied, conſcious of 
their former Liberty, and impatient 
till it might be recovered: and now 
it was that, looking into their Pro- 
phets, they found that about this 
Time there ſhould ariſe from the 
Lineage of David One that ſhould re- 
tore the Kingdom to Iſrael; and this 
Expectation did fo generally prevail, 
that it inſpired Herod with Jealouſy ; 
for we find as ſoon as he heard that a 
Child 


82 Noe. 
Child was born of the Lineage of 
David, and that wiſe Men were come 
to Jeruſalem, ſaying, Where is be that 
is born King of the fews, for we have 
feen his Star in the Eaſt, and are come 
70 worſhip him, that he was troubled, 
and all Feruſalem with bim. Imme- 
diately he convened the chief Prieſts, 
and Scribes of the People, and de- 
manded of them where Chrift ſhould 
be born: and they collecting it from 
the Prophet Micab, who had faid, And 
thou Bethlehem in the Land of Judab 
are not the leaſt among the Princes of 
FJudab, for out of thee ſhall come a Co- 
vernor who fhall rule my People 1/rael, 
made no Scruple to return for Anſwer, 
In Bethlehem of Fudæa. He next ſent 
privily for the wife Men, and enquir- 
ed of them what Time the Star ap- 
peared; and then bade them go to 
| Bethlehem 
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8 EN MON BY; 83 
Bethlehem, and ſearch diligently for 
the young Child, and when they had 
found him to bring him Word; under 
a Pretence that he too would go and 
worſhip him. They went, and he 
Star which they had ſeen in the Eaſt 
went before them till it came, and ſtood 
over the Place, where the young Child 
was. . 
Here the Providence of God inter- 
poſed, and warned them not to re- 
turn to Herod; and at the ſame Time 
commanded 7o/eph to ariſe, and take 
the young Child and his Mother, and 


flee into Egypt; and there remain un- 


til he ſhould receive further Intima- 
tions from him. | 
Herod, who had impatiently waited 
for the return of the Magi, ſoon per- 
ceived that he was mocked of them, 
and that he was no longer to expect 
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that they had ſeen his Star in the Eaſt, 


nnen W. 


the deſired Information; he took up 


therefore the inhuman Reſolution to 
rid himſelf of his Rival by aſſaſinating 
him; and, as he found it impoſſible 


to diſcover under what particular Per- 


ſon this future Competitor for his 
Crown lay concealed, he thought of 
an Expedient which he concluded 
could not fail to execute his bloody 
Purpoſe effectually: accordingly he 
ſent forth and flew all the Children that 


were in Bethlehem, and in all the Coaſts 


thereof from two Years old and under. 

- Theſe great Expectancies, the an- 
gelic Hoſt at his Birth, communicated 
by the Shepherds who had ſeen it; the 


Declaration from Heaven itſelf, This 


Day is born in the City of David a 


Saviour which is Chriſt the Lord; the 
coming of the wife Men, who affirmed 


the 


8E RM GN IV. 85 
the Jealouſy of Herod, and the extra- 
ordinary Methods he made uſe of to 
deſtroy him, confirmed the Jews in 
their Conjecture that their Deliverance 
from Captivity was at hand, and that 
the new-born Infant was probably the 
Perſon deſtined to be the Inſtrument 


bol it. 


Braut yet they had their Doubis with 
Regard to the Infant; they expected 


to ſee him arrayed in Majeſty, in all 


the Pomp and Splendor of worldly 
Greatneſs; as much above the uſual 
Appearance of common Children, as 
they eſteemed Moſes and the Pa- 
triarchs above common Men. Their 
Expectations were raiſed by ſeveral 
Circumſtances befides thoſe I have 
mentioned ; in the firſt place their 
complexion led, and in ſome Meaſure 
confined their Ideas, to temporal Ad- 

vantages: 
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S8 ERM GAN V. 
vantages: they were a groſs, ſenſual, 
opiniative People; to be reſtored, to 
recover their Sceptre, and to be the 
firſt of the Nations, was their predo- 
minate Paſſion ; and in this they were 
encouraged by their miſconſtruing the 
Propheſies: for while they attended 
to the literal Senſe of them, and were 
dazled with Deſcriptions of Grandeur 
and Power, they could not underſtand 
them fully, nor did they comprehend 
their yſtical Meaning; intent upon 
a temporal Kingdom, they overlooked 
a Spiritual: thus confidering Expreſ- 
fions as beſt ſuited their Hopes and 
Wiſhes, and not comparing and op- 
poſing them to Paſſages that might 
and would object to them a different 
Idea, they built upon them a vain, 
baſeleſs Syſtem; a Syſtem that never 
exiſted but in their Imagination, nor 
was intended to exilt at all. 

Such 
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Such therefore of the Prophets, 
whoſe Deſcriptions were moſt pom- 
pous, they readily © conſulted, and 
confined themſelves to thoſe Deſcrip- 
tions ; while others of a more mor- 
tifying Nature were entirely overlook- 

ed. Thus, for Inſtance, that the Saviour 
ſhould be 4 Man of Sorrows, and ac- 
_ quainted with Grief ;—that he /hould 
be led as a Sheep to the Slaughter, 
that he /bould make his Grave with 
the wicked; theſe and other Predic- 
tions of like Nature were paſled over 
unheeded; while they fondly dwelt on 
others more accommodated to their 
| ſenſual Plan: Such were theſe; Unto 
Us 4 Child is born, unto us a Son is gi- 
den; and the Government ſhall be upon 
his Shoulder; and his Name fhall be 

called wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty 
God, the everlaſting Father, the. Prince 


1 of 


88 SERMON IV. 
of Peace; of the Increaſe of his Govern- 
5 ment there ſhall be no End, upon the 
wl Throne of David, and upon his King- 
ol | dom, to order it, and eſtabliſh it with 
"i | Judgment and with Juſtice, from 
henceforth even for ever. 
"i Expreſſions to the ſame Purport are 
0 to be found, and were from time to 
14 time continued, even to the Prophet 
4 Malachi; nay, they continued to the 
3 Annunciation : for we find when the 
5 Angel Gabriel was ſent from God to 
1 | Mary he ſaid unto her, Hail! thou art 
NF highly favoured, the Lord is with thee, 
15 bleſſed art thou among Women: and 
when ſhe ſaw him ſhe was troubled at his 
ſaying, and caſt in her Mind what Man- 
ner of Salutation this ſhould be; and the 
Angel ſaid unto her, fear not Mary, for 
thou haſt found Favor with God; and 
behola, thou ſhalt conceive in thy Womb 
and 
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SERMON IV. 89 
and bring forth a Son, and ſhall call 
his Name Feſus: be ſhall be great, and 
be called the Son of the FHigheſ;; and 
the Lord God ſball give unto him the 
Throne of his Father David; and he 
ſpall reign over the Houſe of Jacob for 
ever, and of bis Kingdom there ſhall be 
no End. 

What paſſed afterwards at his Birth 
has been before obſerved ; what fol- 
lowed at her Purification; what Simeon 
did and ſaid on the Occaſion, and 
what Auna a Propheteſs, all alike ſig- 
nifying the great and important Ends 
of his Incarnation; are too well known 
to need mentioning here: they all tend 
to impreſs the higheſt Ideas of his 
univerſal Government, Greatneſs, and 
Excellence; and could not fail to con- 
firm the Jews, blinded, vain, and in- 
tereſted as they were, in their Ex- 
pectations 


90 I. 
pectations of him under ſuch Cha- 


racters only. No Wonder they were 
afterwards offended, when inſtead of 


an earthly Prince, introduced with 


Pomp, and nurſed in Majeſty, they 
ſaw him born at an Inn, and laid in 
Manger; living afterwards with his 
reputed Father, a poor Mechanick, 


and ſubject unto him, till he en- 


tered publickly upon his Miniſtry 
thirty Years after—in his Miniſtry 


attended with a very few Followers, 
and they of the loweſt Birth, Educa- 
tion and Callings ;—when they ſaw 
him deſpiſed by their Rulers, the 


Sceribes, and the Phariſees; betrayed 
by a Diſciple, apprehended by a few 
Officers, drag'd away like a Thief 
and a Blaſphemer; inſulted by the 


Rabble, forſaken by all his Followers, 
impriſoned, and beaten ; arrayed in 
: mock 


SERMON IV. gr 
mock Majeſty, crowned with Thorns; 
and ſhamefully ſpitted on, arraigned 
and condemned, and at length wicked- 
ly crucified; no Means exerted, fave 
the feeble Effort of Peter, to oppoſe 
the Malice, or the Power of his Ene- 
mies :—when they had ſeen all this, - 
Minds like theirs, wholly ſenſual, as 
all ſuch Minds ever will, fell a Sacri- 
fice to Prejudice; and this Prejudice, 
perhaps at laſt judicial, did ſo operate, 
that although in his Life- time he 
_ wrought Miracles indiſputably above 
the Power of any one not commiſ- 
ſioned by Heaven; although even at 
his Death he exhibited Patience, For- 
bearance, and Forgiveneſs beyond all 
Example; tho' they had the cleareſt 
Proof of his Divinity in his Reſurrec- 
tion and Miracles after it; yet ſo great 
was the Prejudice of the Cro/5 that, 
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„ SERMON Iv. 

when after his Paſſion he met the two 
Diſciples in the Way to Emmars, and 
they converſed with him upon what 
had juſt then happened at Jeruſalem, 
namely concerning Jeſus, who they 
ſaid was a Prophet mighty in Deed and 


Mord, before God and all the People, and 


added, that the chief Prieſts and Ru- 
lers delivered him to Death, and had 
crucified him; tho' you ſee they al- 
lowed him to be this great Prophet, 
they were nevertheleſs ſtaggered by 
this Circumſtance of his Sufferings : 
this appears by what follows, But doe 


truſted that it bad been ve which [ould 


have redeemed Iſrael.” 

To all theſe Reaſons we may add 
another; and a powerful one it was: 
the preaching Chriſt crucified was to 
the Jews a Stumbling-Block, becauſe 
the Doctrine drew fois with it Con- 


ſequences 
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ſequences which they did not reliſh: 
for if they profeſſed to believe it they 
were, as our Lord himſelf told them, 
to take up his Croſs: they were then 
to relinquiſh the ſoft downy Pillow 
upon which they were wont to repole ; 
they were to bid adieu to the Plea- 
ſures of this World, to its Allurements 
and Intereſts; they were to leave Fa- 
ther and Mother, and Wives and Chil- 
dren, for his Sake and the Goſpel; they 
were 10 ſell all they Bad, and give to 
tbe Poor; they were thence forward to 
ſeek a Treaſure in Heaven ; and they 
were to ſeek it by a Life of Self-denial 
here, and Mortification ; looking up 
10 Jeſus, who, for the Joy that was ſet 
before him endured the Croſs, deſpiſing 
the ſhame of it. This was too contra- 
dictory to their carnal Luſts and Com- 
plexion; this made the Doctrine un- 

palatable 
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palatable, and this, conſpiring with 
the Cauſes above mentioned, will ſuf- 
ficiently explain in what Senſe, and 
for what Reaſons, the preaching Chri/? 
crucified, was to the Jews a Stumbling- 
Block. Why it was to the Greeks 
Fooliſhneſs comes next to be conſidered. 
This will require very few Words; 
for firit, it ſhould be remembred, that 
this Doctrine was not to the Greeks, 
what it was to the Jews: they had no 
Prejudices for, or againſt it; far as ap- 
peared to them, they were no way in- 
tereſted in it; they were no Agents in 
his Crucifixion, they expected - no 
Deliverance by him, they allowed not 
the Authority, nor the Inſpiration of 
their Prophets, nor had the leaſt Con- 
ception of an intended Redemption: 
they conſidered it as a novel Doctrine, 
and examined My 8s they would any, 
other, 
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other, by the Touchſtone of human 
Reaſon and Learning: if it ſhould 
come recommended to them in the 
uſual Way, ſo far it would meet with 
Reception; if not, they would deſ- 
piſe and reject it. To meet with Re- 
ception from them, who required what 
they called Miſdlom in every Thing; 

the Preachers of it ſhould have harang- 
ed with great Elegancies both of Ac- 
tion, and Language; abounded with 
refined Speculations, and been adorn- 
ed with politeſt Learning and Genius; 
have ranged through all the Regions 

of Science; of the Nature and End of 
all Things, of moral Good and Evil, 
of Matter and Spirit; and ſuch like 
metaphyſicał and abſtruſe Subjects: 
when therefore they came to hear the 
plain familiar Doctrines of the Goſpel, 
and theſe Doctrines preached by illite- 
4 B b rate, 
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rate, plain, and ordinary Mechanics, 
without the Excellency of Speech, or 
the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom; 
when the new Religion had no ſup- 
ports from human Learning, nor the 
Countenance of the polite and great; 
and what was moſt injurious to its 
Cauſe when for the Founder of it 
was preached Chrift, born of a Wo- 
man, the Son of a Carpenter, and one 
who had been condemned by a whole 
Nation as a Malefactor, and ſuffered 


an ignominious Death; it appeared 


in their Eyes ridiculous and contemp- 
tible, and they rejected it as fooliſh, 
and beneath their Notice. Vet what 


they thus deemed Fooliſhneſs is, as 


I ſhall next ſhew, to them. who are 
called, both Jews and Greeks, "the 
Power of God, and the Wiſdom of 
God. © 3 s 
| The 
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The Power of God in it appears 
from hence, that by Cauſes moſt in- 
adequate to the Effects, in deſpite of 
the Offence of the Croſs, in deſpite of 
the Prejudices which the Jews had 
conceived againſt it, in deſpite of all 
their Oppoſition to it; notwithſtand- 
ing it ſuperceded their Law, which 
they obſtinately believed perpetual; 
although it appeared to the conceited 
Greeks Fooliſhneſs; although it was 
ridiculed by both Nations, and by 
Perſons of the greateſt Authority, 
Rank, and Influence; nay, although 
it tended to controul all Men in their 
natural and acquired Inclinations to 
Vice, in their favorite long indulged 
Paſſions and Luſts, and in every fe- 
cular and lucrative Proje&; .at the 
ſame Time that its Friends were few, 
and weak, and they of no Eſtimation ; 
: in 
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in deſpite of all theſe Diſadvantages, 
it prevailed over them all, has con- 


tinued to prevail more and more over 


them, aud is gaining Ground, and 
farther Eſtabliſhment, to this very 


Hour. 


The 2 akin call this Fool; 72 


neſs, but we will ſay with St. Paul, 
- the Poolifhneſs of God is wiſer than Men; 


and the Weakneſs of God is ſtronger 
than Men. For you ſee your Calling, 


Brethren, how that not many wiſe Men 
after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not 


many noble are called. But God hath 


choſen the fooliſh T hings of the World, 


zo confound the wiſe; and God hath 


choſen the weak Things of the World 10 


confound the Things that are mighty; 


and baſe Things of the World, and 
"Things which are deſpiſed, hath God 
"choſen, yea, and Things eobich are not, 
to bring to nought Things that are. 


But 


S ERM N 2p 
But not to inſiſt on theſe Argu- 
ments longer, the very Circumſtance 
of his Death is itſelf a Proof of the 
Power of God in it; for was it not a 
much greater Act of Power to raiſe 
him from the Dead, than not to ſuffer 
him to be put to Death? human 
Means were equal to the one, but 
Omnipotence only could effect the 
other. And with Regard to his W:/- 
dom in it; was it not a much more 
likely Way to bring Men to believe 
the Doctrine of Chriſt, when he con- 
firmed it with his Blood; than if in- 
ſtead of this he had appeared in more 
fortunate Circumſtances, and been 
piroſperous, inſtead of affficted? all 
then might have been aſcribed to far 
different Motives, and to different 
Ends; to raiſe a great Name, to ſtand 
enrolled with Legiſlators, and the 
Cc . . Friends 
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Friends of Humankind; to take the 
great Walk in Life, and be followed 
by Multitudes; to be flattered, ca- 
reſſed, and admired; perhaps to be 
envied; — but who envied the cruci- 
fied Jeſus? who courted, flattered, 
careſſed, or admired him?—yet all 
this appeared afterwards to be the 
Refult of God's Wiſdom, as the 
bother was of his Power. 
Both theſe appeared unto them 
who are called, Jews and Greeks; | 
that is, this Article of a crucified 
Saviour, however eſteemed by un- 
believers, Men prejudiced, and not 
well acquainted with it; or by others, 
conceited Bigots to Philoſophy, and 
refined Speculations; though perhaps 
as 2 mean, and ridiculous Mode of 
Salvation; is yet to all who have con- 


ſidered it ingenouſly, and embraced it 
ſeriouſly, 
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ſeriouſly, confeſſedly the wiſeſt, and 
beſt. The Greeks, when converted, 
could not but acknowledge it more 
full of Goodneſs to a 4% World, and 
more inſtructive to a mourded one, 
than all their boaſted Philoſophy, un- 
intelligible to the Bulk of Mankind, 
and to none ſatisfactory: and the 
Jews muſt confeſs it was better atteſt- 
ed by Miracles than any they had 
heard of, or ſeen; was directed to a 
much nobler End, and more general 
good; and diſplayed to the World a 
better Syſtem of Faith and Morals than 
- Mefes had taught: in ſhort, that, what- 
ever till now they had conceived of 
their Law, it was meerly a School. 
maſter to bring them to Chriſ.. 

Leet us therefore with St. Paul ac- 
knowledge, and preach Chriſt as he is, 
and glory in that Croſs whereby the 
Morld 
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World is crucified unto us, and we un- 
to the World: whereby all worldly 
Intereſts are dead. to. us, and we to 
them; whereby we are become ſpi- 
ritualized ; are weaned from Things 
temporal, and look to | thoſe which 
are eternal; determined to Eno no- 
thing, ſave our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
bim crucified ; and to reckon the Suffer- 
- ings. of this preſent Life as not worthy 
to be compared with the Glory that ſhall 
be revealed in us. In Us I ſay, provid- 
ed that nothing ſeparate us from the 
Love of Chriſt: and fball Tribula- 
BP | tion, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Fa- 
| mine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword ? 
no, none of theſe can if we be as wil- 
ling to take up his Croſs, as he was to 
ſuffer it for us. Shall we then be 
aſhamed of his Croſs? no, we will 
glory in it this beſt. will reconcile 
us 


A 
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us to the Life that now 1s, and pre- 
pare us for the next; while we look 
on this Life as a State of Suffering, we 
ſhall grow leſs attached to it, and wil- 
lingly reſign it for a State of Glory. 
Let us therefore crucify our Fleſh with 
the Afefions and Luis; let us ac- 
knowledge our Saviour while he hangs 
on the Croſs, place all our Hopes of 
Pardon in his Sufferings there, and 


ſoon wwe ſhall be with him in Paradiſe. 
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SERMON V. 
Of Self. Denial. 


St. Marr. vii. 13, 14. 

Enter ye in at the ſtrait Gate; for wide 
is the Gate, and broad is the Way 
that leadeth to Deftruftion, and many 
there be which go in thereat : 

Becauſe ſtrait is the Gate, and narrow 

is the Way which leadeth unto Life, 
and few there be that find it. 


A ND are there then few that be 
/aved? what, although Chr:/7 
died for all Men; how are we to re- 
concile this? it cannot be that his Sa- 
crifice of himſelf wanted Merit; it 
muſt be that we forfeit our Inheri- 
tance to it. | | 


Ee God 


& 
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God is a Being of infinite Goodneſs, 
and of infinite Power; he created us 
out of nothing, he made us, not like 
the, Beaſts that periſh, but after his 
own Image; he breathed into us not 
the Breath: of Life only, not bare Ex- 
iſtence for a given Term of Years, but 
immortal Souls: did he, or could he 
do this, only to make our Miſery as 
much greater, as Our Duration exceeds 
that of other Creatures? this cannot - 
be ſuppoſed; he intended us for Hap- 
pineſs, and when we fail'of Happineſs, 
it is occaſioned by ſome Fault of 
ours; it cannot be His. | 

Thus too when the Happineſs in- 
ai for us in his Act of Creation 
was forfeited by wilful Tranſgreſſion, 
and Man was no longer immortal, his 
bleſſed Son undertook our Redemp- 
tion: this he effected, by making him- 

| „5 
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ſelf freely an Offering for our Sins, by 
diſrobing himſelf of his former Glory, 
ſubmitting to put on human Nature, 
enduring the Infirmities and Calami- 
ties of it, and at laſt laying down 
that, which took up in Wretchedneſs, 
in Agonies on the Croſs. 

So far all is well, Man may once more 
be happy; but not if left to himſelf: 
free he was before, and free he is now; 
but it is one Thing to be free, and 
another to be wiſe: without ſome Rule 
to walk by he will tranſgreſs again, 
and again be miſerable. te 

To prevent this, our bleſſed Saviour 
not only reverſed the Sentence af eter- 
nal Death pronounced upon us, but 
he alſo preſcribed a Set of Rules for 
our Conduct; by the Obſervance of 
which the Immortality procured for 
us by his Sufferings ſhould be render- 

55 | | ed 


Z 
ed happy, and glorious; he hath gi- 
ven us the Terms upon which we 
may come at Salvation; and hath told 
us that by theſe, and theſe only, we 
may hope to receive it. To his Gof- 
pel he ſends us, and by that muſt we 
be guided : he who ſhall preſume to 

1 perſue other Methods, or refuſes to 
comply with his, hath no juſt Cauſe to 
complain if he fails of Salvation. No- 
thing can impeach the Goodneſs of 
our Creator, or the Mercies of our Re- 
deemer, till we are left entirely in 
Darkneſs, or without ſufficient In- 
ſtruction; ſo long as we are informed 
of our Duty, we have all we can expect, 
or defire; we are not to complain of 
the Terms, and much leſs may we 
preſume to make Alterations in them; 
all we have to do is to enquire what 
theſe are, and then to comply with 
them; 
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them; that is in other Words, we are 
not to plan a Religion for ourſelves, 
but to receive, and obey that, which is 
ſent to us from Heaven. 


The want of this is the Cauſe that 


ſo few of Mankind are ſaved: they 
neither conſider what is the Go/pel 
Covenant, nor what the Chriſtian Life. 
If they conſidered the Goſpel Cove- 
nant, they would ſee there is none 
other between God and them; and 
that by this alone they are faved: and 
if they conſidered the Chriſtian Life, 
as laid down in the Goſpel, and ex- 


emplified in the Perſon of Chriſt in the 


Fleſh, they would fee it is intended for 


a State of Trial: or in other Words, 


that ſtrait is the Gate, and narrow is 
the Way that leadeth unto Life. But 
if inſtead of this they ſuffer themſelves 
to forget that their Salvation is condi- 
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tional, and inſtead of confining them- 
ſelves to the narrow Way, will trafiſ- 
greſs its Bounds, and indulge at large 


in the broad one; they expect what 
was never promiſed, and will fail of 
that which is. 


The Words of the Text are Part 
of our Saviour's Sermon upon the 
Mount, and is agreeable to the gene- 
ral Scope of it, which is intended to 
ſhew that the Chriſtian State is a State 
of Self-Denial, and of V. ar fore with 
the World, and Satan. 

Our Saviour, when he preached, and 
was making Converts to his Religion, 
did not ſuppreſs this Circumſtance, he 
meant it ſhould be underſtood ; at the 
fame time he could not be ignorant 


that it muſt be very diſtaſteful. Loſt, 


and enveloped in Ceremonies, the 


Jews ſaw not the Intention of their In- 
ſtitution; 
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ſtitution; and burthenſome as they 
were they choſe rather to continue un- 
der them than be ſubjected to others 
which poſſibly might be more ſo. Un- 

der theſe Prejudices were his Hearers 
when he addrefled them from the 
Mount; yet he nevertheleſs adven- 
tured to lay open to them his Doctrine; 
he concealed from them no one Arti- - 
cle of it, even the moſt unpleafing: 
inſtead of ſecreting the Difficulties 
which appeared to ſpring out of it, he 
exhorts them to combat them; for 
that theſe very Difficulties would en- 
hance the Conqueſt: that therefore they 
muſt part with their Prejudices, hear, 
and adopt new Doctrines, alter their 
very Natures, look to another Maſter, 
and to another World; and in order 
to obtain that other World, muſt con- 
{ider the Intereſts, the Honours, and 
A the 
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the Pleaſures of this, no longer fit Ob- 
jects of their Deſires and Perſuits; but 
to have their Eyes on the next, and 
force their Way thither, though Briars 
and Thorns be in it. 

A little Attention to dc 8 
Sermon will illuſtrate what J am ſay- 
ing. He begins with telling them that 
they muſt expect to mourn, to ſuffer 
Hunger and Thirſt, to be perſecuted, 
reviled, and evil ſpoken of; and yet, 
notwithſtanding it be painful to 
Fleſh and Blood, they muſt refoice | 
on that Account, and be exceeding 
glad. So alſo with regard to their 
moral Conduct , they muſt not content 
themſelves with abſtaining from Mur- 
der, they mult not even be angry with- 
out a Cauſe, that is, without ſome 
great and weighty Cauſe; and that 
even where ſuch Cauſe happens, he 


mu 
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muſt not let the Sun go down upon their 
Wrath; for that even their Offerings 
toGod will be unacceptable, nay, muſt 


not be made, while it continues. 


Thus again, it is not enough not to 
commit Adultery, they muſt not even 
look upon a Woman to luſt after ber. 
That they muſt ſubdue in themſelves 
not this Paſſion only, but all other 
evil Paſſions; although it ſhould be 
painful as to pluck out a right Eye, or 
cut off g right Hand. That it is not 
ſufficient they do not take a falſe Oath; 
they muſt not ſwear at all, but in alt 
they fay obſerve the ſtricteſt Truth, 
and let their Thoughts appear in 
their Expreſſions ;—and further, that 
inſtead of requiring ſtrict Retribu- 
tion for any Injuries they ſhall have 
received, they muſt return Good for 
Evil ;—that inſtead, of confining their 

G Charity 
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Charity to their Friend, their Neigh- 
bour, their Countrymen, or Perſons of 


the ſame religious Perſuaſton, they 
muſt enlarge, and ſet no Bounds to it; 

it muſt be univerſal, or it is notchriſtian; - 
it muſt extend to all of human Na- 


ture, nay, it muſt extend to their very 
Enemies: and that in the Exerciſe of 


it, he left Hand ſhould not know what 
the right Hand doeth.— Thus too in 


the Duties which we owe to God, 


whether they relate to Prayer, or 
Praiſe, they muſt avoid all Oſtenta- 
tion; they muſt not ſound a Trumpet 


vben they go to their Devotions, nor 
labour to be ſeen of Men. In pub- 


lic they ſhould be modeſt ; and when 
they would pour forth their Heart, 
and indulge the Raptures of inflamed 


Zeal, ſhould retire to their Cloſet, and 


there ſhut the Door, — That with re- 
gard 
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gard to worldly Acquiſitions, they 


muſt learn to ſit indifferent to- 
wards them; zuuſt not lay up for them- 
ſelves periſbing Riches, that is, muſt 
not ſet their Hearts upon the good 
Things of this Life, but have their 
Eyes on another, and be ſatisfied with 


the Treaſures reſerved for them there; 


ever keeping in Memory this needful 
Caution, that 20 Man can ſerve two 
Maſters, can be a Servant to the 
World and Satan, and at the ſame 
Time ſerve God and his Righteouſ- 


neſs. 


Theſe and many ſuch Precepts are 


contained in this Sermon. From all 
which it appears, that our Saviour did 
not propoſe to his Followers a Scheme 
of worldly Intereſt, or of Self- indul- 
gence; but on the contrary, the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſacrificing theſe to far dif- 

ferent 
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ferent Purpoſes, and chearfully ac- 
quieſcing in thoſe wholeſome Seve- 
rities which will beſt conduct us to 
our ultimate Good. | 

Andif we follow this divine Tekcher X 
from the Mount, and hear him when 
at other Times, and in other Places, 
he explains himſelf to his Diſciples, 
we ſhall find the ſame Doctrine; for 


what was his very Invitation to them? 


was is not this, IF any Man will come 
unto me, let bim take up his Croſs and 
follow me? 

Nor was this a kind of eſoteric 
Doctrine, delivered to the initiated 
only; for in St. Luke we read at an- 
other Time, when there were great Mul- 
titudes with him, (which Multitudes 
had not then become Converts) he 
turned and ſaid unto them, If any Man 
come to me, and hate not his Father, 
| and 
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and Mother, and Wife, and | Children, 


and Brethren, and Siſters, yea, and bis 


own Life alſo, be cannot be my Diſciple: 


and whoſoever doth not bear his Crofs, 


and come after me, cannot be iy Dif- 


ciple. 
hut farther, if from their great Maſ- 
ter we 80 tO his Apofiles we ſhall 


find it confirmed by them. We muſt, 


ſays one of them, 7hrough much Tribu- 
lation enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; for even hereunto are we called, 


ſaid another; indeed the Voice of them 


all proclaimed this, all that will Jive 
godly ſhall ſuffer Perſecution. 


But ſure I need not ſpend more | 


Time in proving this to Chri/tians, 
who I hope need not be reminded of 
the Promiſe made in their Names at 
Baptiſm, and which at a maturer Age 
themſelves have engaged to perform: 

15 H h that 
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that they will not be aſhamed to con fe eff the 
Faith of Ghrift crucified, but will man- 
fully frobt under his Banner againſt Sin, 
the World and the Devil; and continue 
Chriſt's faithful Soldiers and Servants 
unto their Lives End. All which plain- 
ly ſignifies that we are the Diſciples DE 
a crucified Maſter, and are in this as 
well as in other — to follow his 
Steps. | 
And now what is the Reſult but 
the very Doctrine of the Text, that 
the Gate through which we are to 
| paſs from this World to Heaven is 
ſtrait? not the broad Way of Diſſipa- 
tion, the Allurements and the Plea- 
ſures that lead aſtray thouſands ; but 
the narrow Path - preſcribed to us by 

God and Virtue; that keeps us within 

the Bounds of Temperance, Retire- 

ment, and Prayer; and that ſedate, 
holy, 
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holy, and happy Recollection of our- | 
| ſelves, and our Maker, as ſhall render | 
us indifferent towards all things but 

Heaven; and at Peace in our own 
Breaſts, whatever may befall us with- 
out. | | 
I purpoſely lead you to theſe Re- 
flections at this Time, becauſe for ſome 
Weeks to come we are called upon to 
practice with more than ordinary Se- 
verity the Duties of Self-Examination, 
and Mortrfication: why we ſhould 
practice them more now than in any 
other Seaſon is not very apparent; for 
ſurely whatever is our Duty to Day, 
will be our Duty to morrow, and to 
to the End of our Lives: the Deſign 
of the Church therefore in injoining 
a particular Seaſon and Portion of 
Time for theſe Exerciſes, is not be- 
cauſe juſt ſo much Time is neceſſary, 
0 
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or this Seaſon better adapted to them 
than any other, but becauſe our cor- 
| rupt Nature is ſo much averſe to them 
that unleſs ſome Seaſons were fixed, 
and ſet apart for them, it is to be 
feared we ſhould not obſerve any. 
We truſt indeed that many pious 
Chriſtians in various Seaſons impoſe 
upon themſelves theſe Duties in pri- 
vate; and great Benefit do they find 
in it, upon a ſudden Temptation, 
upon an haſty Tranſgreſſion, upon 
an heedleſs Relapſe; when they per- 
ceive their Minds inattentive, and 
more than uſually diſpoſed to relax 
the Reins of Self-Government: I ſay 
I have no doubt many do it, but 
can we think this of the Bulk of 
Chriſtians? even Charity cannot make 
us think it. And it is for this Reaſon 
the Church of England requires of all 


TS 
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its Members to perform theſe Exer- 
ciſes in Lent every Year; and what- 
ever we ſhall find to contribute moſt 
to make it anſwer the Purpoſes in- 
tended by it we ought to call into our. 
Aid. „ 
ut here we ſtand in Need of good 
Senſe, and great Circumſpection. Reli- 
gion is a reaſonable Service; whatſo- 
ever therefore contradicts Reaſon can- 
not be Part of Religion: Religion 
is as much deformed by Superſtition, 
as by Infidelity. I take for granted 
you ſee what I would eſtabliſh from 
hence; I was faying that whatever 
we find to contribute moſt towards 
making this Duty anſwer the Purpoſes 
intended by it we ſhould call into its 
Aid. Now one of theſe 1s Faſting: 
that is, Faſting is ſome times one of 
them : but then be pleaſed to conſider 

125 83 © that 
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that it is at beſt but an IA it 
is not the Principal. - 

The Duty required of you is to re- 
tire from all your uſual Recreations, 
from Company, and other Avocations, 
altho' ſuch as are at other times inno- 
cent; and ſequeſtred from all Things 
but God and your own Souls, conſider 
what you owe to the one, and what is 
the true State of the other. Neither 
of theſe is to be done in a Crowd, 
or in any Place except the Cloſet: 
but how far it is our Duty to accom- 
pany them with Faſting, can be learnt 
only from the following Conſidera- 
tions. | 

If Paſiing makes you become ſe- 
_ rious, if it makes your Appetites calm, 
your Paſſions more patient of con- 
troul ;—if it diſpoſes you to recolle& 

Fo paſt Actions if it leads you to 


Repentance, 


/ 
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Repentance, and aſſiſts you in it; 
ſtrengthens. your Reſolutions, abates 
your Fondneſs for the Things of this 
Life, and ſets your Aſfections upon 
Things above; then Faſting is a ne- 
ceſſary Duty, and ſhould ever be the 
Hand-maid of Retirement. — But if 
inſtead of theſe (the only good Pur- 
poles it does, or can anſwer) it produ- 
ces 3 Effects; if, for In- 
ſtance, ſuchbe the Conſtitution of your 
| bodily Frame, that it brings on Diſor- 
ders; and inſtead of making the Mind 
more attentive, and more at Liberty 
to purſue its Flights towards Heaven 
inſtead of forwarding it in them, it 
retards and depreſſes it ;—if inſtead of 
kindling Devotion, it helps to ex- 
tinguith it; and difqualifies you for 
the Performance of all other Duties, 


inſtead of preparing you for them ;— 
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it is then no longer neceſſary, it is bet- 
ter omitted. a 
Faſting in itſelf, and ſeparate 1 
all Effects it may have upon others, 
is no religious Service at all: for the 
Truth of this 1 appeal to the Words 
of the great God himſelf. Cry aloud, 
faid he to his Prophet, Hare not, lift 
ub thy Voice like a Trumpet, and Here 
my People their Tranſoreſſion, and the 
Fuſe of Jacob their Sins. Wherefore 
have we faſted, ſay they, and thou ſeeſt 
not? wherefore have we affiifted- our 
Soul, and thou takeſt no knowledge? be- 
Hold, in the Day of your Faſt you find 
Pleaſure, and exact all your Labours. 
1s it ſuch a Faſt that I have choſen? a 
Day for Man to affli his Soul? is it 
to bow down his Head as a Bulruſh, and 
to ſpread Sackchoth and Aſhes under 
bim: ? wilt thou call this a Faſt, and an 
f acceptable 
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acceptable Day to the Lord ? Is not this 
the Faſt that I have choſen to looſe the 
Bands of Wickedneſs, to undo the heavy 
Burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free, 
and that ye break every Yoke? Is it not 
70 deal thy Bread to the hungry, and 
that thou bring the Poor that are caſt 
out 10 thy Houſe? when thou ſeeſt the 
naked, that thou cover him, and that 
thou hide not thyſelf from thy own 
Pleſh? 

You ſee then that meer Poſting 18 
of no Eſtimation in the Sight of God; 
you ſee alſo that under certain Cir- 
cumſtances it may be very acceptable; 
by theſe Circumſtances let us be guid- 
ed: let us not conclude becauſe it is 
ſometimes of no Uſe, that it is not 
therefore ſometimes of great Uſe: 
where it can be made uſeful it cer- 
tainly is our Duty, and ought to be 
5 SE - practiſed: 


128 SERMON V. 
prattiſed: eſpecially ought it, when the 
ſtanding Rules of the Church, and 
when on eventual Occaſions the State 
| ſhall require it; and the more becauſe 
at theſe particular Seaſons the Mind 
may require greater Helps and Aſſiſ- 
tances, than at others, when 1t retires 
to Examination and Mortification 
ſelf- moved. 

Having faid this, I Wel your 
Thoughts to the principal Object of 
this Diſcourſe; and it is, that you are 
to look upon the Chriſtian Religion, 
and the Duties of it, to be ſuch as you 
find them in the Goſpbel. If the Goſ- 
pel tells you that you may freely in- 
dulge your Appetites, and lead a Life 
of Pleaſure, uncontrouled, unabaſhed, 
—Go, follow Epicurus:—but if it 
tells you that you mult corre& thoſe 


ä mortify your Deſires, and 
inflict 
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inflict upon yourſelves occaſional, vo- 
luntary Penance ;—then follow Chr:/?. 
—Strait indeed is the Gate that 
leadeth to his Kingdom; narrow is 
the Way that leadeth unto Life ; but 
narrow as the Way is, it is clearly 
pointed out; ſtrait as the Gate is, it is 
ever open.—If Men will perverſely 
go a different Path, they muſt go 
where that leads them; but let them 
not blame Religion for this, when the 
Fault is in Them. > 
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PSAL. XC. 12. = 
So teach us to number our Days, that 
we may apply our Hearts unto Wiſ- 
dom. Cs 
HIS Pſalm, as the Title of it 
informs us, was written by 
Moſes the great Legiſlator of the 
Jews; and was his Meditation when 
the People had fo offended in the 
Wilderneſs that God ſhortened their 
Days, from a much longer Date, to 
threeſcore Years and ten. The im- 
mediate Occaſion of their Puniſh- 
ment was their murmuring at the 


DI which the Spies made of the 
| good 


— 
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good land: Becauſe, ſaith God, 411 
theſe Men which have ſeen my Glory, 
and my Miracles, which I did. in 

Egypt, and in the Wilderneſs, have 
tempted me now theſe ten Times, and 
have not bearkened unto my Voice, ſure- 
ly they ſhall not ſee the Land which I 
fware unto their F. athers, neither ſpall 

any of them which provoked me ſee it. 

Hence it was that Moſes ſo pathe- 
tically calls out in their Perſon, when 
thou art angry all our Days are gone, we 

bring our Years to an End, as it were 
@ Tale that is told: the Days of our Ape 

are threeſcore Years and ten, and tho” 

Men be jo ſtrong to come to fourſcore 

Tears, yet is their Strength then but 
Labour aud Sorrow ; fo ſoon paſſeth it 
away, and we are gone! yet who re- 
gargeth the Power of thy Wrath, —who 
is there that TINY conſiders, and 
ys 
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lays it to Heart? It is this which the 
Man of God recommends to his Peo- 
ple, and prays that they may per- 
form; So teach us to number our Days, 
that we may apply our Hearts unto 
Wiſdom : teach us ſo to ſee the Vani- 
ty, the Danger, and Unſatisfactorineſs 
of them, that we may raiſe our 
Thoughts higher, and in Time pre- 
pare for Eternity. 5 

In the following Diſcourſe I ſhall 
conſider the Words as of general 
Concern, not as they affect the 1/ae/- 
ites only, but as containing the Duty 


of every Man: of every one, I mean, 


who would ſet a juſt Value on the 
Life that now is, m on that which 


is to come. 
Now this can no Way. be 5 
but by taking a careful and fair Eſti- 
mate of both; and then impartially 

M m deter- 
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determining which is the more excel- 
lent in itfelf, and conſequently which 
the properer Object of o our Deſires, and 
Purſuits. 

In the firſt Place, 3 let us 
attentively conſider human Life. And 
here the firſt Thing that occurs to us 
is the great Uncertainty of it. To ela- 
borate Proofs of this would be an idle 
Expence of Time; we all know to 
what numberleſs Accidents we are : 
liable; that our Bodies are very deli- 
cate Machines; ſoon put out of Order; 
that the healthieſt of us cannot pro- 
miſe ourſelves a Day, an Hour, a 
Minute; that the Continuance of our 
Bein g in the preſent State of Union is 
little leſs than a Miracle; and that, 
without a conſtant Exertion of a kind 
and watchful Providence, we ſhould 
leave the World the very Moment we 
| come 
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come into it. And if this be the Caſe, 


it ſhould make us far leſs fond of it; 
where the Tenure is ſo very preca- 
rious, methinks we ſhould be glad to 
exchange it; eſpecially when by right- 


ly managing this, we may obtain one 


that is Jaſting. | 
But ſuppoſe the Continuance of 


human Life leſs uncertain, and that 


inſtead of being ſubject every Hour to 
be deſtroyed, we are out of the 
Power of Accidents; that every Man 
born into the World 1s to fill a Circle 
of given Dimenſions ; that we ſhall all 
live to ſeventy, or fourſcore Years: yet 


what, alaſs ! is the Term at beſt? a 
meer nothing; a very Dream when 


one awaketh: —aſk the oldeſt Man 
living, and he will tell you it paſſeth 
by like a Shadow: compare it indeed 
with the Life of ſome Creatures and 


you 
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you imagine it long; but this is not 
to number our Days wiſely; to do this 
we mult take in the whbo/e of our 
Being: muſt ſee what Proportion this 
Life bears to that; and then we ſhall 
be convinced, that as a Drop of Wa- 
ter is to the Sea, ſo is the Age of Man 
in the Fleſh to his future Exiſtence: 
in ſhort it will appear ſo very a Trifle, 
that, was it not for the Opportunity 
it affords to provide for ourſelves a 
better, it would ſcarce be worth pre- 
ſerving. 

. Conſider, thirdly, how chequered 
a Scene it is. And here I would not 
ſend you to thoſe whom Melancholy 
has as it were marked for her own, to 
Perſons unuſually. wretched ; but take 
them as you meet them, nay, take if 
you pleaſe, the firſt that occurs to 
you; one I mean that, in the com- 
mon 
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mon Acceptation of the Word, is 
thought happy; let him be now to- 
wards the End of his Journey, and aſk 
him what he thinks of the Road? he 
will tell you, that upon the whole it has 
given him as much Pain, as Pleaſure; 
that if you will diſcount from the Sum 
of Happineſs it brings with it the dum 
of Miſery it brings alſo, you have a 
Nullity left: when he ſets before you 
our firſt and ſecond Childhood, the 
Years given to prepare us for Action; 
the Toil, and the Cares that attend 
them; the Difficulties and Diſappoint- 
ments which obſtruct our Purſuit; that 
Proportion of Sickneſs which is every 
ones Lot; the Loſs of Children, of 
neareſt Relations, of dear and intimate 
Friends and Companions; the uneaſi- 
neſs which our Miſtakes give us, the 
Pangs which our Sins occaſion; the 
| Nn In- 
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Ingratitude, and baſe Returns that we 
meet with, and the thouſand bitter 
Allays that remain yet unmentioned; 
I fay, when he has told you theſe, he 
will have little to add but the Words 
of old Jacob; few, and evil have 18 
Days of my Pilgrimage been. 
- Having chies econ as it were a 
natural Survey of human Life, let us 
next view it in a moral Light. Here 
perhaps the Worth of it will appear 
ſtill more inconſiderable; this is cer- 
tainly greater or leſs, in Proportion as 
it does, or does not, anſwer the great 
and glorious Purpoſes of it: I mean 

not the gratifying our ſenſual Appe- 
tites, ſo much as our rational; the im- 
proving the Faculties of the Soul, and 
enriching 1 it with Virtue. . 
Let us firſt ſee how far it ſerves to 
im prove our intellectual Potbert. Now 
nothing 
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nothing is clearer than that the human 
Underſtanding mult be opened by 


Degrees to ſee Truth at firſt Sight is 


the peculiar Felicity of Beings not 
impeded by Matter: recolle& there- 
fore what multiplied Impediments 
oppoſe its Progreſs. The firſt Years 
of our Lives furniſh us with little 
more than Ideas of Senſation; and 
when the Mind begins to gather 
Strength, and add thoſe of Reflection, 
for Want of Experience, and a ſoun- 


der Judgment, it is moſtly miſled. 


Very little therefore is to be expected 


from it till the Paſſions that before 


duped, and led it aſtray, are corrected: 
that is, our Advances in Knowledge 
are almoſt inconſiderable till near half 
of our Days are conſumed. 

IRis is A mortifying Reflection, 
and ſo is another which yet will find 
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a Way to us, and that is, the beſt Un- 
derſtandings ſoon ſubmit to Decay: 
the Moment old Age comes upon us 
we are ſenſible theſe are declining; or 
if we do not perceive it, it is plain 
they are almoſt extin&. So that it ap- 
pears we have but a ſmall Portion of 
our Time that ſerves to improve the 
Powers of our Soul; and this will 


9 


make us ceaſe to wonder that among 


the moſt ſtudious, as well as the moſt 


intelligent of Mankind, we find one 


conſtant Complaint, as the Reſult of 
their Enquiries, that the End of our 


Knowledge is 20 ſee we-know Nothing. 

But ſuppoſe the Caſe otherwiſe, yet 
in our preſent State our Underſtand- 
ing, as well our Life, depends upon a 
thouſand Accidents: ſo nice is the 
Sympathy between Body and Mind, 
that the leaſt Defe& 1 in the one, diſ- 


orders 
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orders the other; diſtemper your Body, 
and you ſoon hurt your Underſtand- 
ing: your material Organs are the 
Inlets to half your Knowledge. A Fe- 
ver ſhall make a Man of Senſe become 
an Idiot; bad Health four the Tem- 
per: make it fretful and reſtleſs, and 
unable to indulge its natural Deſires 
after Wiſdom: ſo that unleſs our 
Bodies were better and more effectual- 
ly guarded from Injuries, very little Se- 
curity have we for the Improvement 

of our Minds. To this may be added 
thoſe Croſſes which every Man has 
to contend with: by Calamity the Spi- 
ri is broken; and the Mind, that mu- 
ſeth long upon melancholy Objects, 
will ſoon be unable to muſe upon 
any. All this abates the Value of 
human Life, and 1s a. continual Me- 
mento for us to look out for a better. 
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Proceed we therefore to enquire 
how the Matter ſtands with Regard 
to Acquiſitions in /;r:ve. Here the 
Caſe is much the ſame: ſome Years 


of our Life paſs in a State of Indif- 
_ ference to Virtue and Vice; the ut- 


molt that can be expected from them 
is Innocence. So that before any 
Action can be declared virtuous, near 
a fourth Part of our Being is lapſed. 
But if this were all, we ſhould have 
ſlender Grounds of Complaint; the 
Miſchief is greater: we bring into 


the World with us the Seeds of Mo- 


ral, as well as natural Evil. Theſe are 
taking Root while it is not poſſible 
to prevent it; future Vices, tho' dor- 
mant, poſſeſs themſelves of our 
Strongholds, long before Virtue can 
diſlodge them. So that from our In- 
fancy, till we riſe into Vouth, our 


Pro- 
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Progreſs in Virtue 1s none, or but lit- 
tle; our Advances in Vice are many, 
and great. | 
And how fares it with us when 
we have gained a Stage farther? Is 
Youth, think ye, that 'tumultuous, 
headſtrong, giddy Time of Life, is 
this rank and luxuriant Soil adapted 
for Virtue? Or is it impatient of Cul- 
ture, and a Nurſery of Weeds? At 
this Seaſon every thing conſpires 
againſt us; Conſtitution, Example, 
Opportunity, Irreſolution, Inatten- 
tion to Conſequences: Theſe and 
a thouſand more Rocks are in our 
Way: to keep clear of them, and, 
with the Steadineſs of an experi- 
enced Mariner, to ſteer our Courſe 
aright, requires the Courage, and the 
Coolneſs, of maturer Vears; requires 
a Power over ourſelves which Reaſon 


only 
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only can give, when the Paſſions have 


een taught to ſubmit to it, and the 


Man takes the Lead of the Boy. 
Here then all is well.—No, for in 
this Period, the Cares of the World 


break in upon us: our Children are 
coming forward, and muſt be provi- 


ded for. This engages us in a Perſuit 
of worldly Acquiſitions; all which 
are very conſiſtent with Virtue, but 
are not always ſeen in her Train; 


they rather impede her, they take up 


too much of our Thoughts, they en- 


lift us under Mammon. Be our Cir- 
cumſtances in Life what they will, 
every Man propoſes to himſelf fome 
favourite End: Wealth is the "Thirſt 


of one, Retirement to Eaſe of ano- 


ther; this Man 1s panting after Power, 
a ſecond courting the fickle Gale 


LES 


our and whatever be 


the 
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the Paſſion, this is the Time of Life 
to perſue it. Thus abſorbed in the 
real, or imaginary, Buſineſs of Life, 
few are at Leiſure for any thing elſe; 
few of us do more in Manhood than 
barely correct the Miſtakes of our 
Youth: and thus we are left, with 
regard to virtuous Acquiſitions, juſt 
where we ſet out. I do not fay this 
is the Caſe of all, but I am ſure it is 
the Caſe of moſt Men; nay, I will go 
farther, and ſay it muſt be the Caſe of 
all, unleſs they. can be perſuaded to 
make uſe of ſtated Times for Recol- 
lection; I mean thoſe Days ſet apart 
for Faſting, and Humiliation; and the 
Sabbath ; for the Wong of God, and 
Retirement. 

We go on then {ſince Manhood 18 
not to be depended upon to look into 
old Ae. —Alaſs! this is fo far from 

| P p being 
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being the Seaſon to ſet about Virtue, 
| that I know none more unfit for it. 
true it is that moſt of the Paſſions: 
are now ſubſided ; it views things leſs. 
partially; has found by Experience 
| that Sin is deceitful, and that Virtue. 
| | only can make us happy. Hence it 
ſhould follow the oldeſt have the beſt 
Chance for Succeſs, — I am afraid this 
will not hold true; for as every other 
Stage of Life has its peculiar Unhap- 
pineſſes, and Diſqualifications, ſo has 
this. Certainly one of the Virtues, 
and perhaps one of ythe beſt, is to 
| _ cultivate every tender and humane 
| Diſpoſition : but who needs be told that 
as we grow into Years, we grow ſour, 
and moroſe ?—Another is to correct 
our miſtaken Notions of Men, and 
Things: but as Youth is impatient. 
of Correction, ſo is old Age: you af- 


front 
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front an old Man if you preſume to 
inſtru& him. Again, Charity, Bene- 
ficence, Hoſpitality are Graces, which 
every Man, and more eſpecially every 


Chriſtian, ſhould cultivate, and put 


in Practice: but every one knows 
that Age 1s niggardly, ſevere, and re- 
cluſe. So that if we contraſt the Gid- 


dineſs of Youth, and the Frowardneſs 
of Age; the Extravagance of the one, 
and the Penuriouſneſs of the other; 
the Ignorance, and the Pride; the Con- 
ceitedneſs, and the Obſtinacy ; the 
Sin, and the Weakneſs: I am afraid 


it will appear that Age is little more 


qualified to improve the Soul in Vir- 


tue than any other Part of our Life: 


and if this be true, then ſurely when 
when we boaſt of human Life, it is 


becauſe we have not ſufficiently look- 
ed 1nto it. 


I 
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I am not endeavouring to repreſent 
it worſe than it 1s; for where 1s the 
Pleaſure to paint it ſo either to my 
own Mind, or yours? but I would 
have you ſee it in its true Colours: you 
muſt not take its own Account, for 
then it will deceive you: rather judge 


it ſeverely; and ſo learn lo number 
your Days, that you may Ps. . 


Hearts unto V. ſdom. 
To number our Days 1 in the Way 
I have deſcribed, will diſcover to us 


theſe two Particulars ; %, that this 


Life is not the whole of our Being; 
and, /econd!y, that it will be ſucceeded 
by one infinitely better. 

It will I fay, diſcover 1 in the firſt 
Place, that this Life is not the whole 
of our Being. For how can it en- 
<« ter into the Thoughts of Man that 


6e che Soul which is capable of ſuch 


im- 
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« jmmenſe Perfections, and of recerv- 
« ing new Improvements to all Eter- 
« nity, ſhall fall away into nothing al- 
4 moſt as ſoon as it is created ? Are 
« ſuch Abilities made for no Purpoſe? 
« a Brute arrives at a Point of Per- 
« fection that he can never paſs : in 
« a few Years he has all the Endow- 
« ments he is capable of: and where 
ehe to live ten Thouſand more, would 
ce be the ſame Thing he is at preſent. , 
Were an human Soul thus at a Stand 
« in her Accompliſhments, were her 
„Faculties to be full-blown, and in- 
&« capable of further Enlargements, I 
could imagine it might fall away 
te inſenſibly, and drop into Annihila- 
ee tion. But can we believe a think- 
« ing Being, capable of perpetual Im- 
4 provements, muſt periſh at her firſt 
(e ſetting out, and in the Beginning of 
« her Enquiries? 
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„A Man, conſidered in his pre- 


« ſent State, ſeems only ſent into the 


„% World to propagate his Kind: he 
« provides himſelf with a Succeſſor, 
te and immediately quits his Poſt to 


„ make Room for him: he does not 


« ſeem born to enjoy Life, but to de- 
« liver it down to others. This is not 
« ſurpriſing to find in Animals, which 
« are formed for our Uſe, and can 
& finith their Buſineſs in a ſhort Time: 
« the Silk-Worm, after having ſpun 
« her Taſk, lays her Eggs, and dies: 
but Man can never have taken in 


« his full Meaſure of Knowledge, 


44 has not Time to ſubdue his Paſſions; 


« eſtabliſh his Soul in Virtue, and 
«© come up to the Perfection of his 
« Nature, before he is hurried off the 


Stage. Would an infinitely. wiſe 
« Being make ſuch glorious Creatures 


& for 


SERMON VI. 153 

&« for ſo mean a Purpoſe ? can he de- 
« light in ſuch abortive Intelligen- 
& ces, ſuch ſhort-lived reaſonable Be- 
« ings? would he give us Talents 
« not to be exerted, Capacities never 
“ to be gratified? How can we find 
that Wiſdom, which ſhines through 
c all his Works, in the Formation of 
« Man; without looking upon this 
„World as only a Nurſery for the 
C next? we mult believe we are mere- 
« ]y to receive our firſt Rudiments of 
« Exiſtence here, and afterwards to be 
«- tranſported into a more friendly Cli- 
© mate, where we may N and 
« flouriſh to all Eternity.” 3 

The ſecond Thing we are taught 

by numbering our Days is, that this 
Life will be ſucceeded by one infinitely 
better. The preſent Life is ſhort, pre- 
carious, and full of Trouble; the next 
| 18 


— — — — ——— 


F 5 12 — 5 Py 8 _ 7” 200 88 * 


. renee ae «4 ——— — n —— — — nn" N 9 _ * _ 
e — — 5 * 8 * 


154 SERMON VI. 


is certain, everlaſting, and happy. 


Soon as the preſent Union ſhall 


be diſſolved, there will be no more 


Pain, nor Sorrow ; no Importunity of 
lawleſs Appetite, no Turbulence of 
Paſſion, no Curb upon our Underſtand- 
ing, no Sickneſs, nor Decay; no dy- 
ing any more ; but Beauty for Aſhes, 
and Joy for Mourning: all the va- 
rious Evils, which we owe to our 
Fleſh, will be for ever removed ; our 
Bodies then will be glorious Bodies, 
that can neither impede the Soul in 
its Perſuits after Knowledge, nor Ac- 


quirements in Virtue. It will go from 
Strength to Strength, will add Virtue 


to Virtue, Knowledge to Knowledge; 
will ſhine for ever with new. Acceſ- 
ſions of Glory, and brighten thro' end- 
leſs Being; for ever growing more 
and more beautiful in the Eyes of its 

Creator, 


SERMON VE aus 
Creator, and drawing near and more 
near to him by greater Degrees of 
Reſemblance. 

Thus have I ſhewn the difference 
Natures of the preſent Life, and of 
that which is to come. Compare 
them together, and proportion your 
Eſteem of them to their real Value. 
Sit not down on this Side Jordan; 
but remember that he good Land is 
beyond it. Fix your Eyes upon that; 
that alone deſerves your Care, that 
only can reward it. This will cure 
your Fondneſs for the Life that now 
is ; you will grow daily more and more 
indifferent to its Pains, or its Pleaſures, 
and better prepared for the next ; your 
Happineſs will improve as you view 
it at a Diſtance, and grow, like the 
Proſpect, unbounded. 


Rr O!/ 
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O! that ye were wiſe, that ye under- 
flood this, and that ye conſidered your 
latter End! to do this, ye muſt keep 
in Mind the Advice of the Apoſtle; 
= ye muſt ſet your AﬀeHions on things 
S above, not on things of the Earth. 
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SERMON VII. 


OF READING THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. 
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SERMON VII. 
Of reading the Holy Scriptures. 


72 * W 111, 16, E% 

Al Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for Doctrine, 
for Reproof, for Correction, for In- 

eruction in Righteouſneſs : 

That the Man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
Works. 

OU have here rere the 
divine Origin of Holy Scripture, 
and the great Utility of it in effecting 

Man's Salvation. It is this muſt teach 

him the Doarines of Chriſtianity, and 

reprove him when he acts contrary to 
them; it is this muſt correct his Ob- 
81 liquities, 
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liquities, inſtruct him in the true na- 
ture of Righteouſneſs, and furniſh him 
unto all good Works. 

Strange | that in a Country like ours, 
where the Bible is in every Houſe, and 
in a Language which we all under- 
ſtand, ſo few receive theſe Advantages 

from it: there muſt be ſome Cauſes to 
which this is owing, and ſurely it is 
worth our while to . what they 
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are. 
Now altho' they are many I ſhall 
confine myſelf at preſent to one, and 
that 1s, our not reading the Scriptures, 
or not reading them to any good Pur- 
poſe. Theſe, which Timothy had known 
from a Child, few of us are acquainted 
with when we are old. Whether this 
be owing to an Error in our Educa- 
tion, I mean the putting them into 
the Hands of Children before they 


can 
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can underſtand, or be entertained by 
them; or to the Example ſet by Pa- 
rents, who themſelves ſeldom or never 
read them; or whether it be that, in- 
ſtead of theſe, Youth are ſuffered to 
have Books that contain no Inſtruc- 
tion, or Inſtruction ofa dangerous Kind; 
that ſerve only to paſs away Time, or 
more properly ſpeaking to kill it ; not 
to mention others ſtill worſe, fabri- 
cated in the Dominions of Satan, and 
publiſhed by his infamous Agents: 
I fay, to which ever of theſe it be 
owing, it cannot be denied that the 
Scriptures are greatly neglected; and 
| this too at a Time of Life when the 
Mind receives its Impreſſions, and 
gives to the Actions of all our Life 
after, their good, or ill Character. 

There is, I am afraid, in human 
Nature, I am fure there is in the pre- 
ſent 
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ſent Race of Mortals, ſuch an amaz- 
ing Inattention; ſuch Luke-warm- 
neſs in Religion ; - ſuch univerſal Diſ 
ſipation N Levity: : ſuch a Devotion 
to Trifles, and trifling Amuſements; 
that unleſs they are counteracted 
by Retirement, and Recollection; 
by Reading, and Study: by Medi- 
tation, and Prayer; all the great Ends 
of Revelation will be loſt to the 
World ; and the Holy Scriptures, the 


greateſt Bleſſing it ever received, be- 


come a dead Letter. But let theſe be 
conſulted and carefully ſtudied, we 


ſhall ſee that we were born for greater, 


and far worthier Ends: that we did 
not come into the World merely to 


trifle; that we came to look into our 
Nature, and to improve it; to purge 
it of its Imperfections and Vices, and 
prepare it for another, and a nobler 


Ex- 


= 
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Exiſtence. That unleſs we do this 
the whole Scheme is inverted; that 
we degenerate as we neglect it; and 
that if we endeavour not to be quali- 
fied for the Communion of Saints, we 
ſhall ſurely be Companions of the 
damned, and of Devils. That all the 
Flights of Wit, and of Song; all the 
more elaborate Productions of Science, 
the refined Speculations of Philoſo- 
phers, Legiſlators, and Bards, com- 
pared to theſe, are nothing. They may 
make us wiſe unto Men; but theſe 
make us wiſe unto Salvation; they 
may entertain the preſent Hour, but 
theſe will cheer our laſt; they muſt 
end with this Life, but theſe will ac- 
company, and reward us for ever. 

- But to return, ſome there are who 
never read the Scriptures; and there 
are others who read chem to no good 

2 Purpoſe. 
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they have been told i it 1s their Duty to 
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Purpoſe. Theſe ſeek in them for no- 
thing beyond preſent Amuſement, and 


if this End be anſwered they are per- 


fealy ſatisfied: they take no Pains to 
depoſit them in their Memory, they 
rather chooſe to forget, that they may 
appear new when they next look into 
them. | 

Some ſkim along the Coaſt, but at- 
tempt not to put out farther: they con- 
tent themſelves with a curſory View, 
and therefore can no more know the 
Contents of them, than a Man, who 
barely deſcribes the Boundaries of a 


large Country, can make you ac- 


quainted with the interior Parts of it: 
Both of theſe will tell you they con- 
tain a great deal, but neither of them 


can ** what, or how much. 


Others read the Scriptures becauſe 


read 
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read zhem, this makes it appear an hor- 
rible Taſk, and they grow tired of it 
ſoon. But ſurely every one who takes 
the Holy Scriptures into his Hands, 
eſpecially that Part of it which con- 
tains the New Teſtament, ſhould con- 
ſider for what Ends they were given: 
ſhould hear them, mark, learn, and in- 
wardly dligeſt them; ſhould look upon 
them as they are, the Words of the 
moſt high God; a Revelation and 
Voice from Heaven; the Precepts of a 
dying Maſter; the Dictates of an un- 
erring Spirit: ſhould ſee they are the 
Repoſitaries of all true Wiſdom, the 
Anchor of his Hopes, and his only fafe 
Pilot: ſhould remember that many 
Prophets and Kings have defired to ſee, 
and have not ſeen them; and that in- 
ſtead of a grievous, hard, Impoſition, 
the reading them is the greateſt Pri- 

vilege, 
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vilege, and the preateſt Benefit that 
could be granted to him. This will 
go a great Way in accounting for the 
World's receiving no more Benefit 


from theſe inſpired Writings ; but 


there is one Cauſe more which I muſt 
mention, and ſhall inſiſt upon longer. 
It 1s that we read the Holy Scriptures | 
as if We were no way concerned i in 
them; notwithſtanding both the Pre- 
cepts therein delivered, and the little 
Hiſtories and Parables which they 


contain, are written for our Admoni- 


tion and Inſtruction; to regulate our 
Practice, and make it conformable to 
them. 


I do not mean (for that is next to 


an Impoſſibility) to inſtance in every 


ſtriking Paſſage in Scripture, but in a 
few: yet theſe few will lead you to 


more, and teach you to — by all 
of them. 


To 
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- To begin then, when we read in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, that there 
was a certain Man in Ce/area, called 
Cornelius, a devout Man, and one that 
feared God with all his Houſe, which 
gave much Alms to the People, and 
prayed to God alway that for this he 
was favoured with an heavenly Vi- 
fion, and ſaw an Angel coming unto 
him and ſaying, Cornelius, thy Prayers 
and thine Alms are come up for a Me- 
morial before God. —That for this he 
was ſent to Peter, and tho' a Gentile 
received the Holy Ghoſt ;—are we, do 
ye think, to reſt here? this is not re- 
corded meerly in honour to the good 
Centurion, but alſo to lead us to right 
Reflections upon it. And what are 
theſe Reflections? are they not, that 
in every Nation he that feareth God, and 
worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with 
ek "Wu Bim; 
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bim; — that if we are reverent and con- 


ſtant in our Prayers, God will hear us: 


and if we give Alms to the Poor, he 
will accept them as Offerings to him- 
ſelf.— That if not only we ourſelves 
perform theſe Duties, but ſee that our 
Families do the ſame, We, and all our 
Houſe ſhall be ſaved. „ wp 

Thus too, when in another Place 
we read the Account of the unmerciful 
Servant, brought before his Lord un- 
der a Load of Debt which he was un- 
able to diſcharge, ſentenced to be fold 
with his Wife and Children, and all 
that he had; is this nothing to us? 
do we owe nothing? have we no Maſ- 
ter? are we exempt from Payment? 


And again, when we ſee his benevo- 


lent Lord, moved with Compaſſion, 
relenting, looſing him, and forgiving 
the Debt; does it not read us a Leſ- 

ſon 
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ſon of Humanity? ſhould it not in- 
ſpire us with Charity? ſhould it not 
make us fee] ?—So too when we ſee 
this very Servant, juſt returned from 


his Maſter, loaded, and oppreſſed as 


we ſhould ſuppoſe, with the Mercies 
he had received, taking a fellow Ser- 
vant, whoſe Debt to him was trifling, 
compared with that of which he had 
been abſolved, taking him by the 
Throat, ſaying, pay me that thou oweſt 1 
and although the unhappy Debtor 
fell down at his Feet, and beſought 
him, ſaying, have Patience with me 
and T will pay thee all; refuſing to lend 
an Ear to him, and caſting him into 
Priſon *till he ſhould pay the Debt:— 
ought it not to make us jealous of 
Ourſelves, and our own Hearts, and to 
place before our Eyes this golden Rule, 
Woatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do 
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unto you, even ſo do unto them. And 
laſtly, when we read the remaining 
Part of the Story, that when his Fel- 
low-Servants ſaw what was done, they 
were very ſorry, and told unto their 
Lord all that was done; his Lord was 
juitly wroth with him, and delivered 


him to the Tormenters, till he ſhould 


pay all that was due unto him ;— 
ought it not to remind us of the Duty 
of Forgiveneſs, and of the Words with 
which our bleſſed Saviour concludes 


the Parable, / Jikeuiſe ſhall my bea 


venly Father do alſo unto you, if ye from 
your Hearts forgive not every one his 
Brother their Treſpaſſes. 
But let us proceed to a third In- 
ſtance.— In St. Luke we read, that a 
certain Man went down from Jeru- 
ſalem to Jericho, and fell among Thieves, 
 wobich firipped him of bis Raiment, and 


wounded _ 


; 4 
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wounded him, and departed, leaving 
him half dead. And by Chance there 
came down a certain Prieſt that Way; 
and when he ſaw him, he paſſed by on 
the other Side. And likewiſe a Levite, 
when he was at the Place, came and 
hooked on him, and paſſed by on the other 
Side. But a certain Samaritan, as be 
fourneyed, came where he was ; and 
when he faw him, he had Compaſſion on 
him, and went to him, and bound up 
his Wounds, pouring in Oil and Wine, 
and ſet him on his own Beaſt, and brought 
him to an Inn, and took care of bim: and 
on the morrow when he departed, he took 
out two Pence, and gave them to the Hoſt, 
aud ſaid unto him, take care of him; and 

cohatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, when 1 
come again I will repay thee. 
Here then is the Fact, and what are 
we to learn from it? not the Duty of 
EE . Charity 
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Charity only, but the Duty of aniver- 
fat, unconfined, generous Charity, No 
Man living is intirely void of Bene- 
volence, all have the tender Feelings 
in ſome Degree, tho' the beſt Hearts 
have them moſt: the Priz// and the 
Levite did not, could not, behold this 
unhappy Traveller without ſome De- 
gree of Sympathy: it was not for want 
of this they turned aſide; no, they 
ſuppreſſed theſe Feelings, and excuſed 
themſelves, from aſſiſting him, as 
many now do, by conſidering that 
the Man was a Stranger to them; 
there were Objects of Charity to be 
found at Home; there was no Neceſ- 
ſity to go abroad for them; — that per- 
haps they were not ſafe in the Place, 
the Thieves might return and deal 
in the fame Manner with them. — 
Sheltered thus beneath theſe cautious, 
narrow, 
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narrow, dirty, intereſted Motives, they 
ſtifled the nobler Dictates of Nature; 
and although their Profeſſion and 
Tribe ſhould have taught them better, 
they left thoſe Offices to another 
which it was more in Character for 
them to beſtow: they left them to a 
Stranger; to whom but a Samaritan? 
to one who as ſuch could have no 


Dealings with a Jew: a Jew, by the 
+ Rigour of his Creed, was intitled to 


no one good Office from him. This 
we ſee confirmed in the Interview be- 
tween our Saviour and the Samaritan 
Woman at the Well ; ſhe could not 


help expreſſing a Surpriſe that our 
Saviour ſhould expect any: How 75 it, 
ſays ſhe, that thou being a Tew afteſt 
Water of Me that am a Woman of Sa- 
maria? Yet all this Rigour, all this 
Prejudice of Education, all this Par- 


tiality 
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tiality to a Profeſſion, Tenet, or Na- 
tion, could the good Samaritan lay 
aſide; he had learnt to prefer Mercy 
to Sacrifice, and that Benevolence, 
and Beneficence to all, could not be 
diſpleaſing to the Father of all. Is 
not this a noble Leſſon? ſhould it not 
enlarge our Embraces? ſhould it not 
extend our Charity to all Mankind? 
deſtroy our odious Diſtinctions, knit 
us together in the Bands of Love, and 
Friendſhip, and make of all Nations, 
People, and Languages, one goodly 
Society, one Kindred, one F amily? 
All this is ſuggeſted in this little 
Hiſtory, and every one who obſerves 
the Behaviour of the Samaritan muſt 
think himſelf obliged to go, and do 
likewiſe. It is not poſſible after this to 
miſtake either the Extent, or Object, 
of Charity: its Object is Unhappineſs 
5 . of 
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«6 whatſoever Kind, or wherever we 
find it; we all owe it Relief, and the 
Meaſure of this Relief muſt be aſcer- 
tained by our Abilities: let theſe vary 
ever ſo much, our Charity does not 
vary at all; this is not to be eſtimated 
by what we give, but bye our Motive 
for giving. 

Can any one doubt of this who re- 
collects what 1s recorded by St. Mark. 
Jeſus, ſaith that, Evangeliſt, ſat over 
againſi the Treaſury, and beheld how 
the People caſt Money into the Trea- 
ur, that is their Free-will Offerings 
into the. Cheſt, for Charitable Uſes: 
and many that were rich caſt in much: 
and there came a certain poor Widow, 
and ſhe threw in two Mites, which make, 
a Farthing : and he called unto him his 
Diſciples, and ſaid unto them, verily 


1 /a . 2y unto you, that this poor M. doo 
Ws y | hath 
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hath caſt in more than they all; for they 
did caft in of their Abundance, but ſhe 
of her Penury hath caſi in all that ſhe 
had, even all her Subſtance.— Doth 
not this tell us that no one, be his 
Circumſtances what they will, be they 
ever ſo ſcanty, is excuſed from giv- 
ing Alms ſo far as he is able; and 
ought it not to encourage even the 
pooreſt, that whatever they give it will 
be accepted according to what a Man 
Harb, and not according to what he bath 
not: that the Feelings, and Intention 
of the Heart, are the Standard by which 
its real Worth is determined, and that 
all who give, from the ſame humane 
Principle, in the Sight of God, and 
his Angels, give equally. $25 
This I fay may be learnt from this 
Part of Scripture, provided we read it 
carefully, and thus apply it; but it 
N anſwers 
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anſwers neither this, nor any other 
good Purpoſe, unleſs it be read with 
a View to ſuch Application. This 


will appear to you as we proceed to 


ſome others: I go on then, a | 
As this laſt. Piece of Hiſtory fots us 
3580 with Regard to the Boundaries 
and Motives of Charity, and, ſo far 
directs us in one capital Duty, there 
are ſome that direct us in the Practice 
of many others; I will inſtance in that 
of the Phariſee, and the Publican, in 
St. Luke. Two Men, ſays he, went up 
into the Temple to pray; ibe one'a Pha- 
riſee, and the other. a Publican. The 
Pharifee ſtood and prayed thus with him 
| felf,, God, I thank thee, that I am not 


as other Men are, Extortioners, unjuſt, 


Adulterers, or even as this Publican: I 


faſt teoice in the Week, I give Tithes of 


all that I poſſeſs. And the Publican 
Fi 5 - ſanding 


| 
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| Panding afar of, would not lift up fo- 
much as bis Eyes unto Heaven, but ſmote 
upon his Breaſt, ſaying, God be merciful 
o mea Sinner = make no Doubt but 
every one of you at this Inſtant feels 
an honeſt Indignation, at the Inſo- 
lence, Conceitedneſs, and religious 
Pride of the Pbariſee; at the ſame 
time ye love the Modeſty, the Humi- 
lity, and Contrition, of the Publican; 
but if ye let them paſs without any 
thing more, you might as well not 
have read this: it may be ſomething to 
them, it is nothing to you: you are 
to be better d by this Hiſtory, you are 
to enquire what Inſtructions may be 
drawn from it, and form yourſelves 
accordingly. You mutt ſee, that the 
meer outward Performance of religious 
Worſhip, is Oſtentation; that Prayer 
if it be not accompanied with Humi- 
: bo. 
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lity, is preſumptuous Inſolence; that 
Faſting, without inward Mortification, 
is formal Hypocriſy; and to fancy 
Ourſely-s better than others, is a De- 
monſtration that we are much worſe; 
that tho' we are not Extortioners, un- 
Juſt, or Adulterers, we yet have no 


Merit, we are yet unprofitable Servants, - 
we do no more than what is our Duty to 


do. This we are to learn from the Pha- 
riſee: from the Publican we ſhould 
learn that Humility is in the Sight of 
God of great Price, and that a conſcious 
Senſe of our Failings prepares us beſt of 
all things for Devotion and Prayer, — 
that to confeſs our Sins is the readieſt 
Means of Forgiveneſs; and a few 
Words iſſuing from the ſmitten Breaſt, 
and penitent Heart, is more than whole 
Burnt-oferin 95 and Sacrifice; 


2 2 = 
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'T ſhall mention but one Paſſage 
more, and I purpoſely reſerved it for 
the laſt, that you may take it Home 
with you, and there ge it proper 
Attention. 

We are all apt to kit of the 
preſent State, and are for ever object- 
ing to the unequal Diſtribution of 
Good and Evil. The rich imagine 
becauſe they have Riches, they have 
therefore every Thing; and the poor 
becauſe they have not Riches, think 
they have nothing.—It is not my In- 
tention at this Time to ſhew how ne- 
ceſſary this Inequality is in the preſent 
Life, and that it could not be other- 
wiſe without introducing much greater 
Evils ; all I purpoſe is to reconcile you 
to it, and to ſtrike out from a Parable, 
the great, and uſeful Art of Content- 
ment. For this Purpoſe I beſeech you 

to 
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to go with me through the Account 
of the Rich Man, wa Lazarus; you 
will find it in St. Luke. There was a 
certain rich Man, which was cloathed 
in Purple, and fine Linen, and fared 
ſumptuouſly every Day: and there was 
à certain Beggar named Lazarus, 
which was laid at his Gate full of Sorer, 
and defiring to be fed with the Crumbs 
wwhich fell from the rich Man's Table: 


moreover the Dogs came and licked his 


Sores. And it came to paſs that the 


\ Beggar died, and was carried by the 
Angels into Abraham's Boſom : the rich 
Man alſo died, and was buried; and in 
Hell he lift up his Eyes, being in Tor- 
ments, and ſeeth Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his Boſom; and be cried, 
and ſaid, Father Abraham, have Mercy 
on me, and ſend Lazarus that he may 


10 the tip of bis Fi _ in Water, and 


cool 
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cool my Tongue; for Jam tormented in 
this Flame. But Abraham ſaid, Son, 
remember that thou in thy l fentime re- 
ceivedſt thy good things, and likewiſe 
Luzarus evil things: but now he is com- 
forted, and thou art tormented. 

In this Parable you have diſplayed 
lively Repreſentations both of this 
Life, and the next. In the #r/} of 
them you ſee one of your Fellow- 
Creatures abounding with every thing 
the World holds deſireable, and a 
ſecond labouring under the ſevereſt 
Diſtreſſes. Greater Inequality cannot 
be; — the one indulged with every 
thing he could wiſh for; the other in 
want of every thing to make Life 
ſupportable; in want of Covering, in 
want of Food, in want of Health: 


and thus the Scene continued "tall 
Death, 


C 
Death, the great Leveller, brought 
theſe two together.— In the ſecond 
Repreſentation God opens to you a 
View into the next World, and ad- 
mits you to a Sight of Things inac- 
ceſſible otherwiſe, conjectural all, and 
dark. Here we recognize the rich 
Man, and the Beggar ;—but how ?— 
but what ?—but where Lazarus in 
Abraham's Boſom; the rich Man in 

Hell and Torments.—Come on then, 
tell me which of you now envies 
Him ?—which of you pities Lazarus ? 
—and if you can do neither, learn to 
acquieſce in the Lot aſſigned to you 
by Providence. All may be well at 
laſt; whatever be your Portion at pre- 
ſent, it will by and by be exchanged 
for another; that other muſt depend 
on yourſelves :—Hope, the Friend of 


Aa human 
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OF THE EXTERNALS 
OF RELIGION. 
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Of the Externals of Religion. 


St. Marr. ix. 13. 


Go ye and learn what that meaneth ,T 
T aeill have Mercy, and not Sacrifice. 


HE Occaſion of the Words was 
this: As our bleſſed Saviour was 

paſſing along he ſaw a Man named 
Matthew, fitting at the Receipt of Cu- 
tom, and he ſaitb unto him, follow me; 
and he aroſe, and followed him. And it 
came to paſs, as Feſus ſat at Meat in 
the Houſe, behold, many Publicans and 
Sinners came, and ſat down with him 
and his Diſciples: and when the Pha- 
riſees [aw it, they ſaid unto his Diſciples, 
- dd * 205% 
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why eateth your Maſter with Publicans, 
and Sinners? but when Jeſus heard 
that, he ſaid unto them, They that be 
ꝛobole need not a Phyſician, but they 
that are fick: But go ye and learn what 
that meaneth, I will have Mer, and 
not Sacrifice. 6 
The Expreſſion here uſed refers to 
two Paſſages in Hoſea, and Micah. 0 
E pbraim, what ſhall I do unto thee? 
O Fudah, what ſhall I do unto thee? for 
your Goodneſs is as a Morning Cloud, 
and as the early Dew it goeth away: 
therefore have ] hewed them by the Pro- 
phets: I have ſlain them by the Words 
of my Mouth, and thy Fudgements are 
as the Light that goeth forth: for I de- 
5 red Mercy, and not Sacrifice; and the 
Knowledge of God, more than Burnt- 
Offerings. The other in Micah runs 
thus. Wherewith ſhall I come before 
bs ae oh the 
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the Lord, and bow myſelf before the high 
God? ſhall I come before bim with 
 Burnt-offerings, with Calves of a year 
old? will the Lord be pleaſed with thou- 
ſands of Rams, or with ten thouſands 
of Rivers of Oil? ſhall I give my Firſt- 
born for my Tranſgrejjion, the Fruit of 
my Body, for the Sin of my Soul? He 
hath ſhewn thee, O Man, what is good; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, 
but to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and 
10 walk humbly with thy Gol? 
Both theſe Paſſages are well ex- 
plained by the Author of  Eccle/ia/ti- 
cus. He that heepeth the Lam bringeth 
Offerings enough; he. that taketh heed 
to the Commandments offereth a Peace- 
offering : he that requiteth a good Turn 
offereth fine Flour, and be that giveth 
Ams facrificeth Praiſe : to depart from 
Wickedneſs is 4 Thing pleaſing unto 
OT the 
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the Lord, and to forſake L nrighteous- 
neſs is a Propitiation. 

Something very ſimilar to en we 
have in the Reproof which Saul re- 
ceived from Samuel. He was ſent 
utterly to deſtroy the Sinners, the Ama- 
lekites ; but inſtead of this he flew up- 
on the Spoil, and ſpared the beſt of 
the Sheep, and of the Oxen, which 
ſhould have been deftroyed ; and per- 
formed the divine Command no far- 
ther than extended to what was vile 
and refuſe. This he endeavours to ex- 
cuſe by ſaying he reſerved the beſt, 
za. ſacrifice to the Lord in Gilgal. 
What! faith the Prophet, -barh the 
Lord as great Delight in Burnt-offer- 
ings, and Sacrifice, as in obeying the 
Voice of the Lord? behold, to obey is 
better than Sacrifice; and to bearken, | 


than the Fat 5 Rams. 85 
The 
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The meaning of the Text is by this 
Time well underſtood, and yet I can- 
not forbear quoting another Paſſage 
from 1/aiah, that ſerves ſtill farther to 
illuſtrate it, and is introduced in a 
Manner worthy thoſe hallowed Lips 
from which it came. Hear the Word of 
the Lord, ye Rulers of Sodom; give Far 
unto the Law of our God, ye People of 
Gomorrah! to what purpoſe is the Mul- 
titude of your Sacrifices unto me? ſaith 
the Lord, I am full of the Burnt-offer- 
ings of Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts ; 
and ] delight not in the Blood of Bul- 
forks, or of Lambs, or of He-goats: 
when ye come to appear before*me who 
hath required this at your Hand to tread 
my Courts? bring no more vain Obla- 
tions; Iucence is an Abomination unto. 
me ; the new Moons, and Sabbaths, the 
calling of Aſſemblies, I cannot away. 
QC ec with; 
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with; it is Trguity, even the folemn 
Meeting: your new Moons, and your ap- 
pointed Feaſts, my Soul hateth ; they are 
a Trouble unto me, I am weary to bear 
them: and when ye ſpread forth your 
Hands, I will hide my Eyes from you; 
yea, when ye make many Prayers, I will 
not hear : your Hands are full of Blood. 
And then follows what alone could 
make theſe Ceremonies meritorious, 
waſh ye, make ye clean, put away. the 
Evil of your Doings from before mine 
Eyes; ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well; 
feek Judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, 
Judge the 8 a ag the 
Widow. 
The Doctrine of the Text "TO in 
ſhort is this, that the meer Externals 
of Religion, on which ſome lay a great 
| Streſs, will not avail to Salvation un- 
leſs they be accompanied with the Vir- 
- tues 
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tues of che Heart, and with thoſe other 
Duties of the Goſpel that benefit our 
Neighbour as well as ourſelves. 
This being a matter of very ſerious 
Import, I will endeavour to eſtabliſh 
it by conſidering, 
Fir/?, How far the Externals of Re- 
ligion are neceſſary. Ad 
Secondly, Wherein they are defec- 
tive. 
Firſt, Tam to enquire how far the 
Externals of Religion are neceſſary: 
very little will ſuffice to evince this, 
becauſe it muſt be evident to every 
one, that without ſome outward Signs, 
and Geſtures, the Affections, and In- 
tentions of our Hearts cannot be 
known. So again, without ſome par- 
ticular F orm, or Mode of Worſhip, 
our Services would be all confuſion, 
and Diſcord; and an Aſſembly of 
Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians met to worſhip God in 7be 
Beauty of Holineſs, would reſemble 
more the Multitude at Babel. For 
the Firſt of theſe it is that certain Geſ- 
tures of the Body, ſuch as kneeling, 
ſtanding, and the like, are appointed 
| to denote the inward Reverence of our 
Souls, when we addreſs the Supreme 
Being: and for the ſame Reaſon it 
was that the Obſervation of particular 
Days, Seaſons, Waſhings, Sacrifices, 
was appointed by God himſelf. For 
the Second, that common Offices were 
drawn up for the Uſe and Direction 
of publick Devotion ; and in a larger 
View, that national Churches with 
common Articles of Faith, and Cere- 
monies, were ſettled, and required by 
the State. Theſe, though much in- 
ferior to the Practice of moral Du- 
ties, are yet neceſſary to be obſerved: 
| for 
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for this our Saviour has made plain 
in what follows. Woe unto you Scribes, 
Phariſees, Hopocrites, for ye pay Tithe 
of Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin, and 
bave omitted the weightier Matters of 
the Law, Tudgment, Mercy, and Truth: 
theſe ought ye to have done, and not to 

leave the other undone. In ſhort, the 
Error lies not in obſerving, and pay- 
ing a proper Reſpe& to the Externals 
of Religion, but in aggrandizing theſe 
at the Expence of far higher Duties; 
as if a Man ſhould negle& his intellec- 
tual Faculties, to decorate his Perſon ; 
whereas both ſhould be ſo far con- 
ſidered as that each may throw a 
Grace upon the other. 

Indeed it is abſolutely awe in 
the preſent State of Things, it ſhould 
be thus: «© A meer mental Religion 
may fit the Nature of pure imma- 

Ddd 8 terial 
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« terial Beings; ; but Man compounded 
te of two contrary, tho' uniting, Na- 
« tures, Soul and Body, his Religion 


ce here muſt partake of the Character 


&« of its Subject, that is, it muſt be 
& compoſed of outward Acts and 
ce e as well as internal Medita- 
6c tions.” 

This ſhall ſulfice to ſhew Haw far 
the Externals of Religion are neceſſary. 
1 proceed 1 in the ſecond Place to en- 
quire wherein they are defective. 

That they are defective appears 
plainly from hence, that they are no- 


thing, or rather worſe than nothing, 


unleſs they are expreſſive of ſomething 
better than themſelves: they are va- 
luable, only as they teſtify to the 
World our Reverence for the ſupreme 
Being, and Regard to his Inſtitutions : 


where it is otherwiſe, as with the Hy 


— 
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poorite, they are Mockery, not Service; 
and meant to carry on the Purpoſes 
of Fraud, more than of Religion. A 
Man, truly pious, in his Bed, at his 
Work, in his Cloſet, or in the Fields, 
whether walking, fitting, or ſtanding, 
can offer up Ejaculations, and medi- 

tate upon God and his Mercies; can 
praiſe without Words, worſhip with- 
out kneeling, and make Supplications 
by Groanings which cannot be uttered : 
all this he can do without any of 
thoſe Expreſſions which conſtitute the 
Externals of Religion; that is, he can 
be religious without them; but he 
may obſerve them all without any 
ſhare of genuine Religion. 

To ſee this in a clearer Light, let 
us contraſt the two Characters of the 
Phariſee, and the Chriſtian :—The 
Phariſee with a vaſt Parade of Sanc- 

5 tity 
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tity, affects a certain Severity in his 
Looks, Words, and Geſtures: the 
- Chriſtian, who/e Yoke is eaſy, and whoſe 
Burden is light, appears open, and 
chearful: the one invites, and be- 
witches you to Goodneſs, the other 
offends you, and frightens you from it. 
The Phariſee /ounds a Trumpet when 
he goes to his Devotions, and obſerves a 
particular Hour; the Chriſtian ſteals 
to his when he finds his Soul moſt 
diſpoſed for it: the one prays in the 
Streets, the other in a Place of Re- 
tirement.— When the Service of the 
Temple mixes them with others, the 
Phariſee vaunts aloud his ſcrupulous 
Exactneſs, his Payment of Tithes, and 
his Faſtings; the Chriſtian humbly 
-owns his Defects, and whilſt his Fel- 
low -Creature boldly challenges Re- 
ward, begs only for Mercy; the one 
r | makes 
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makes long Prayers; the other recol- 
lets that God is in Heaven, and he 
upon Earth, and therefore lets his Words 
be few. The Phariſee when he giveth 
Alms, giveth out of Oſtentation; the 
Chriſtian from a Fellow-feeling; the 

one loves to be /zen of Men; the other 

lets not his right Hand know what his 
left Hand doeth. The Phariſee disfi- 
gures his Face that he may appear un- 
to Men to faſt; the Chriſhan waſhes 
his Face, and anoints his Head, that 
he may faſt unnoticed: the one loves 
Salutations in the Streets, and the up- 
permoſt Rooms at Feaſts; the other 
ſtudiouſly declines both: the Pha- 
riſee ſeeks the Applauſe of the Mul- 
titude; the Chriſtian the ſelf-approv- | 
ing Sentence within: the one calls 
others Extortioners, and unjuſt; the 
other condemns none but himſelf; 
Eve * 4 ou 
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this makes clean the Outſide of the 
Cup, that cleanſes it within; the Pha- 
riſee looks to what goeth into the 
Man, the Chriſtian to what cometh 
dut of him. In ſhort, the one of them 
makes Religion a reaſonable Service, 
the other makes it a Farce; the one 
appears to be righteous, the other is 
righteous; the one obſerves chiefly 
the Externals of Religion, the other 
its weightier Matters. 

And now having ſeen the little 
Value to be ſet on Externals only, ſo 
far as they relate to Individuals; let us 
go on a while and enquire where- 
in they are beneficial to Society; for 
perhaps in this View they will appear 
ſtill more defective. Society is but an 
Aggregate of Individuals; therefore if 
the Externals of Religion are of ſmall 
Account to the Parts, they muſt needs 
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be ſo to the whole. - Indeed it cannot 
be denied that were they univerſally 
reſted in, they would, to uſe our bleſſed 
Saviour's Compariſon, make all a whit- 
ed Sepulchre ; fair indeed, and beauti- 
ful without; but within u, of all 
Uncleaneſs.—They would appear fair 
without ; as they pretend a great De- 
gree of Sanctity, and Reverence for 
the ſupreme Being; a great Regard to 
good Manners, and an irreconcilable 
Averſion to every thing out of Cha- 
racter: but on the other Hand they 
would be full of all Uncleaneſs; as 
abounding in Pride, Self. ſufficiency, 
imaginary, air-built Merit, and Opi- 
nions greatly derogating from the 
Honour of God. They would be 
full of all Uncleaneſs; as they fall 
ſhort of all thoſe Duties to our Neigh- 


bour ain the Law of N ature, as 
; well 


— — — — —_—— 
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well as Revelation, has made known 


unto us: ſuch as univerſal Benevolence, 


and Good-will; ſuch as Charity, in 


its chriſtian Senſe, a Charity of the 


Hand, and the Heart; that extends to 


the Souls, and to the Bodies; to the 
Pains and the Wants; to the Reputa- 
tions, and Intereſts, of others: In 
ſhort, whoſe Object is the whole Race 
of Mankind, and whoſe greateſt Feli- 


city is to communicate it. 


By this Time it may be . 
we are grown ſick of Externals: we ſee 
they may be obſerved with little or 
no true Religion, and that therefore 
whoever depends upon them for Sal- 
vation leans on a bruiſed Reed: for 
where, tell me, is the mighty Merit of 
addreſſing my Maker if when I draw 


near with my Mouth my Mind is far 


from him? what are my Praiſes if my 


OM Heart 
„„ * 
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Heart is not warmed? what are my 
Thankſgivings if I feel no inward 
Gratitude ?—what again my Con- 
feſſions, if my Sins give me no Pain? 
In ſhort, what avails my perfor- 
ming the Duties of the Church, 
or the Cloſet, if my Soul doth not 
worſhip as well as my Body? —will 
my hearing my Duty be accepted as 
doing it? will my barely praying for 
others ſerve them, or myſelf? it is not 
ſaying Lord, Lord, that intitles us to 
his Kingdom; this is to be obtained 
only by doing his Will.—It is not 
crying out when we ſee a neceſſitous 
Object, with thoſe mentioned by St. 
James, be ye cloathed, be ye warmed, 
and be ye fed! It is not this Appear- 
ance of Commiſeration that denotes 
us charitable; we may give our Body 
to be burned and have no Charity: 

F fr .__ theſe 


* 
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theſe Pretentions muſt paſs into Facts; 
otherwiſe our Praiſes, and Prayers, 
dur Supplications, and our Confeſ- 
ſions, our Pity, and our Condolence; 
in a Word all our outward Profeſ- 
ſions of Religion, of our Duty to- 
wards God, and our Duty towards 
Man, are Farce and Hyprocriſy; 
they are meer Sacrifice; one truly be- 
nevolent Action is worth them all.— 
I may ſcrupulouſly obſerve Faſting, 
keep the Sabbath, conſtantly attend 
the divine Service, frequently receive 
the Lord's Supper, and be all this 
while a bad Man.—If under all this 
Sheep's Cloathing, I am inwardly. a 
ravenous Wolf; if while I profeſs to 
love my Brother, to forgive my In- 
jurer, I am ſecretly malicious, and re- 
vengeful; if inſtead of placing other _ 
Men s Actions in a fair Light, I ſet 

them 
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them forth in a foul one; if inſtead of 
favourable Conſtructions, I put upon 
them the worſt ;—Or rather, if I am 
not at all times inclined to conceal, 
and not to expoſe; to extenuate, not en- 
large the Failings of my Neighbour; 
if I do not rejoice in his Pleaſures, 
contribute all I can to them; if I bear 
not a Part in his Sorrows, and weep 
when he weeps; if my Religion does 
not carry me thus far; it ſignifies lit- 
tle: J have not learnt what that mean» 
eth, I will have Mercy, and not Sa- 
crifice; I at preſent appear a good 
Chriſtian, I have yet to become one. 

You have now ſeen how far the 


Externals of Religion are neceſſary, 


and wherein they are defective. From 
the Hie of them we learn that in all 


Matters of Form and Diſcipline, there 


Who 


is a Duty and Reſpe& owing to thoſe 
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who have theſe Things under their 
Care; and to all ſuch Rites, and Modes 
of Worſhip, as are eſtabliſhed by pro- 
per Authority. Hence ariſes our Ob- 
ligation to obſerve the Ceremonies and 
Practice of our particular Church and 
Nation, from which we are not at 
Liberty to depart farther than the State 
ſhall think fit to allow; nor even ſo 
far, but upon the weightieſt Reaſons : 
no one, I ſay, can ſeparate himſelf wan- 
tonly, and upon any trifling Pretence, 
without a great Want of Modeſty, and 6 
Breach of Decorum. 

From the /econd we may learn, "7 
we pleaſe, a great deal of Charity: for 
if the Externals of Religion are thus 
defective, and come ſo much ſhort of 
the weightier Matters, we cannot think 
ourſelves at Liberty to deſpiſe, and 
much leſs to o perſecute any one on 

their 
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their Account. What, if another ſits 
while I ſtand; or ſtands when I kneel; 
one of us covered, the other uncover- 
ed; tho' I may ſee more Reaſon for 
my Behaviour than his, I am not 
to hate him for differing from me; It 
ſhould confirm me the more in my 
Practice, but not make me ſeverely 
judge his. So long as we are agreed in 
the Eſſentials of Religion, and parti- 
cularly in this Inſtance of true chriſtian 
Temper; the little Differences that 
ſtill are between us are ſo immaterial 
that methinks we might forgive, and 
forget them. This, however it may 
ſound in the Ears of weak, or of pre- 
judiced Minds; however provoking 
to ſuch, whoſe Zeal is more than 
their Knowledge; is, I am ſure, Chri/- 
tianity and were ſuch moderate Prin- 
ciples to obtain univerſally, we ſhould 

G g g ſoon 
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ſoon become what all good Men muſt 

wiſh us, and what we know we are 

at laſt to become, one Fold under one 


Shepherd. 


SERMON 
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S E R MON IX. 
5 Of Prayer. 


1 Tnkss. v. 17. 
Pray without ceaſing. 


TYIRAYER, by which I alſo un- 
derſtand Adoration and Praiſe, 

is not only a Duty, but it is a Duty 
peculiar to Man, and his great Ex- 
cellence: he is more diſtinguiſhed by 
this, than he is by Reaſon :—he may 
boaſt of Reaſon, and claim. if he will, 
the ſole Title to it: but the Brutes in 
many Inſtances ſhall diſpute it with 
him: Vet it is not thus with Re- 
ſpect to Devotion; for this is found 
only in Man, and Orders above Man. 
H h h Since 
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Since therefore this 1s our greateſt 
Excellence, as well as our Duty, it be- 
hoves us to take Care that we per- 
form it aright; and the more becauſe 
a miſtaken Devotion may, and fre- 
quently does, betray us into Entbu- 
ſiaſm. Unleſs its Heats are tempered 
with Caution and Prudence, it will diſ- 
order the Mind: when the Mind 
ſinds itſelf very much inflamed with 
its Devotions, ſhe ſoon concludes they 
are not of her own kindling, but 
blown up by ſomething divine in her: 
if ſhe indulges this Thought, ſhe falls 
into Raptures, and Extacies ; the Con- 
ſequence of which is, that, fancying 
herſelf under the Influence of a di- 
vine Impulſe, ſhe ſlights human Or- 
dinances, and even the plain, ſober, 
Dictates of common Senſe. | 


The 


SERMON IX. 2713 

The Conſequences of ſuch a Diſ- 
temper, (for a Diſtemper it is when 
real, and worſe when only pretend- 
ed, ) the Conſequences, I ſay, are 
known to be ſo very terrible, that it 
can never be improper to guard A gainſt 
them: but as it is impoſlible to ex- 
patiate upon every Inſtance of miſta- 
ken Devotion, I ſhall confine myſelf 
at preſent to one, I mean the Exceſs of 
it; where like Pharaoh's lean Kine, it 
devours other Duties, and like a 
 Whirle-pool draws all into itſelf. 

If there be a Text in Scripture to 
warrant this Exceſs of Devotion, it is 
that we are now conſidering; pray 
without ceaſing : but this like all others 
mult be conſtrued with ſuch Latitude 
as to make it conſiſtent with the gene- 
ral Tenor of Scripture. In almoſt every 
human Syſtem ſome Parts claſh with 

5 others, 
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others, but 1t cannot be ſo in what is 
delivered to us by an infinite, and un- 
erring Mind ; and therefore wherever 
there is an Appearance of it we ought 
to ſuſpect our own Underſtandings, 
and endeavour to find wherein we 
miſtake the Paſſage, and how to re- 
concile it with its kindred Duties. 
Thus for Inſtance, in the Caſe be- 
fore us: If I am commanded to pray 
without ceaſing, and in Obedience to 
this Precept I am always at Prayer; 
what Time have I left for the Duties 
of my Profeſſion or Calling; what Time 
to provide Neceſſaries for myſelf, and 
my Family; what Time for the Pub- 
lic; for my King, and my Country? 
vill any one ſay I owe nothing to 
theſe? and if it cannot be ſaid, theſe 
| have a Right to ſome Part of my 
Time, which Part therefore cannot 
inno- 
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innocently be employed in the Per- 
formance of any other Act. The Rea- 
| ſon is, that the ſame Maſter who com- 
mands me to do the one, requires of 


me the other alſo: I am therefore to 


do both; and my great Duty is to 
time, and proportion them properly: 
thus when I am enjoined- 79 pray al- 
ways, it is meant that I be diligent and 
_ conſtant in obſerving all proper Sea- 
ſons of Devotion: will you aſk what 
theſe Seaſons are? I anſwer they are 
whenever the reſpective Duties of our 
ſeveral Callings ſhall afford us Leiſure 
for it. En. 1 Te ET 
Here we are to take Care that we 
do not ſubſtitute a Want of Zeal, for 
a Want of Leiſure; or Idleneſs, in the 
Ro6m of Buſineſs; for this is ſinful, 
and will be puniſhed, becauſe our 
Omiſſion is wilful: but is it not thus 
1 11 | when 
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when we are kept from Church, or 
from our Cloſet, by neceſſary Avoca- 
tions, and ſuch other things as cannot 
be neglected without a Breach of other 
Duties equally binding. 

With Us this has been ſo much, 
and ſo rightly conſidered, that altho' 
for the Benefit of Perſons who have 
more Leiſure than others, the Church 
has provided a Service for every Day 
in the Week, (which all ſuch thereforg 
ought to attend,) yet the State leaves 
us more at Liberty to judge for Our- 
ſelves; and well knowing that many 
cannot ſpare ſo much Time, requires, 
under a Penalty, but one in ſeven; the | 
.very Appointment originally made by 
God himfelf; and a Portion of Time 
which all may ſpare, without any of 
thoſe Inconveniencies, and Detriment 


. o themlelves, or others, which really 
make 
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make a too frequent Performance af 
this, or any other Duty, inſtead of a 


Virtue, a Fault. 
I heartily wiſh this confided by 


thoſe who perform not the Duties of 


Devotion even on Sundays: I with it 


alſo conſidered by others who I am 
afraid keep from the Sacrament be- 
_ cauſe they have not Leiſure to go 
through a Week's Preparation ; and 
I hope that what follows will be of 
ſome ule to both of them. 

The Seventh Day was, as I have 
faid above, appointed by God himſelf 
as a Day of Reſt; a Reſt, that is, from 
our ordinary Callings, in order to give 
us Time for Devotion : But even 
this Day was not to be ſo entirely 


conſecrated to Prayer as not to admit 


other Duties. The Jews indeed con- 
fidered 3 it in this * * but let 


us 
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us hear our bleſſed Saviour's Senſe of 

it; and if it ſhall appear at laſt from 

his Deciſion that the Sabbath upon 
extraordinary Occaſions admits a Suſ- 
penſion of the uſual Duties of it; nay, 

that theſe Duties are at certain Times 
entirely to give Place to others; then 
ſurely it will follow that Prayer, which 

is one of them, is not ſo to engroſs our 

' Time as to preclude all Obſervance 
of the reſt. It is true I am to ſerve 
God; and I do ſerve him whenever I 

do that which he hath commanded; 

but he has commanded me to do ma- 

ny things, as well as to pray: Prayer 

is one of the Duties injoined me, 

i therefore I ought to pray:—he hath 
| aid he that honoureth me I will honour ; 
' therefore I ought to pray in Public: 
N The hath declared, that he who hear- 
| an in Secret will reward openly; there- 


fore 


c 
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fore I ought to do it in Private: - he 
has alſo told me by the Mouth of an 
Apoſtle, that he who provideth not for 
Bis own Houſe is worſe than an Infidel; 
therefore I am to ſupply the Wants of 
my Family ;—the ſame Apoſtle char- 
ges me 7o cork with my Hands the 
thing that is right that I may have to 
give to bim that needeth; therefore 
I am in ſome Meaſure to provide for 
others:—Both theſe are required of 
me; to work, as well as to pray; and 
as was ſaid upon a different Occaſion, 
T ought therefore to do the one, and not 
. to leave the other undone. 2 

In Order to illuſtrate this father, 

I beg Leave to reſume what I was ad- 
vancing with Regard to the Sabbath. 
The Jews were commanded to keep 
it holy; Six Days ſhall thou labour, 
and do all that thou haſt to do, but the 
"EE Seventh 
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Seventh Day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God: In it thou ſhalt do no manner 
of Work, thou, and thy Son, and thy 
Darughter, thy Man-ſervant, and thy 
Maid-ſervant, thy Cattle, and the 
Stranger that is within thy Gates, — 
Thou ſhalt do no Work; that is, no 
ordinary common. Work; no Work 
that may as well be poſtponed to the 
next Day: no Work indifferent to 
Virtue or Vice, or that interferes with 
a greater moral Good ; for in that Caſe 
the Obſervation of it might be dif- 
penſed with. For Inſtance, no Doubt 
is to be made but that while the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael were in the Wilderneſs 
fed with the Manna that fell about 
their "Tents, it had been lawful for 
them to gather it upon the Sabbath, 
. provided eſpecial Care had not been 
taken by God himſelf to make it need- 
leſs 
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leſs upon that Day. This will appear 
if we read the whole Paſſage: Moſes, 
ſpeaking of this Food from Heaven, 
ſays, This is the thing which the Lord 
hath commanded, gather of it every 
Man according to his eating; an Omer 
for every Man, according to the number 
of your Perſons, take ye every Man for 
them which are in his Tents: and the 
Children of 1jrael did fo, and gathered, 
ſome more, ſome leſs : and when they did 
mete it with an Omer, he that gathered 
much, had nothing 6ver, and he that 
gathered little, had no lack: they ga- 
 thered every Man according to his eat- 
in; and Moſes ſaid unto them, let no 
Man leave of it till the Morning: not. 
withanding they  hearkened not unto 
Moſes, but ſome of them left of it until 
the Morning, and it bred Worms, and 


Ao and Mo 3 was wproth with them. 
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And they gathered 4 every Morning, 
every Man according to his eating: and 
and when the Sun waxed hot, it melted. 
Audl it came to paſs, that on the S7x2 
Day they gathered twice as much bread, 
two Omers for one Man: and all the 
Rulers of the Congregation came and 
told Mojes ; and he ſaid unto them, this | 
is that which the Lord hath ſaid, to 
 morrow is the Reſt of the holy Sabbath 
unto the Lord; bake that which ye will 
bake, to Day, and Jeethe that ye will 
ſeetbe; and that which remaineth over, 
lay up for you to keep until the Morn- 
ing; and they laid it up till the Morn- 
ing, as Maſes bade; and it did not ſtink, 
neither was there any Worm therein; 
and Moſes ſaid, eat that to Day; for to 
Day is a Sabbath unto the Lord; to 
Day ye ſhall not find it in the Field: 
Six Days ye foall gather it, but on the 
| Sew 'enth 
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Seventh Day, which is the Sabbath, in 
it there ſhall be none. And it came to 
paſs that there went out ſome of the 
| People on the Seventh Day to gathers 
and they found None. 

I fay, it is plain from hence, chat 
had not a double Portion been given 
the Day before the Sabbath, it had 

been lawful to gather it upon the Sab- 
bath: God himſelf prevented the Ne- 
ceſſity which otherwiſe would have 
juſtified the Act. If you aſk me why 
it would, I anſwer, that to preſerve 
Life is a Duty, and a Duty of fuch 
immutable Nature, and Obligation, 
that nothing * to it can ſet 
it aſide. 


But let us ſee our bleſſed Saviour's 


Senſe of this Matter, for ſure in his 
Determination we may ſafely confide. 
It 1s recorded by St. Maithew: that 


1 Jeſus 
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Jeſus went on the Sabbath-day thro 
the Corn, and his Diſciples were an 
hungred, and began to pluck the Ears 
of Corn, and to eat. But when the 
| Phariſees, a ſtrict and ſuperſtitious 
Se, /aw it, they ſaid unto him, behold, 
| thy Diſciples do that which is not lawful 
to do upon the Sabbath-day : but he ſaid 
unto them, have ye not read what David 
did when be was an hungred, and they 
that were with him, how he entered into 
the Houſe of God, and did eat the Shew- 
bread, which was not lawful, (that 1s 
literally, and ſtrictly according to the 
Law,) for him to eat, neither for them, 
which were with him, but only for the 
Priefls? Or have ye not read in the 
Law, hoo that on the Sabbath-days the 
Prieſts in the Temple profane the Sab. 5 
bath, and are vlamele eſs? 
D Before 
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Before we come to his Determina- 
tion we will examine the two Facts 
here alluded to: and it will appear 
from both that no divine Inſtitu- 
tion is to be obſerved in Preference or 
Oppoſition to others of the lie Na- 
ture; and that all poſitive ones are to 
give Place to moral. 

Firſt then, for the Bread which 
David ate: it was expreſsly com- 
manded in the Levitical Law, that 
none but the Prieſts ſhould eat it: 
And thou ſhalt take the Ram of the 
Conſecration, and ſeethe his Fleſh in 
the holy Place, and Aaron and his Sons 
hall eat of the Fleſh of the Ram, and 
the Bread that is in the Baſket, (that 
is, the Baſket of Conſecrations,) by be 
Door of the Tabernacle of the Congre- 
gation: and they ſhall eat thoſe Things 
wherewith the Atonement was made 

70 
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ro conſecrate, and to ſanctiſy them : but 
4 Stranger, that is one not of the Prieſt- 


hood, ſhall not eat thereof, becauſe they 
are holy. David, therefore, who was 


not a Prieſt, could not lawfully eat of 
this Bread; yet he did, and our Sa- 
viour juſtified his Diſciples by his Ex- 


ample. The Reaſon is, that in a Caſe 


of Neceflity the Force of that Law 
was in all moral Conſtruction to be 


ſuſpended : the Preſervation of Lite, 


and fatisfying the natural Appetite of 
Hunger, were Duties prior to the 


Command in Queſtion, and left Da- 
wid at Liberty to diſpenſe with it on 
that Occaſion. That this is no forced 
Conſtruction I appeal to the Law it- 
ſelf: it is ſaid in Exodus, on the Firſt 
Day there ſhall be an holy Convocation, 
and on the Seventh Day there ſhall be an 


boly Convocation to you, no manner of 


Work 
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Wo 07 all be done in them, ſave only 
that which every Man muſt eat, that 
only may be done of you. | 
Thus much for the firſt Fact, the 
| ſecond alludes to that Cuſtom among 

the Prieſts to fit and prepare the 

Temple, and the Sacrifices that were 
to be offered: this they did in the 
Morning of the Sabbath, and therefore 
performed more laborious Work upon 
that Day than any other. But how 
was this conſiſtent with their Ideas of 
the Sabbath? the Prieſts were injoined 
to reſt on the Seventh Day as well as 
the Laity, yet they did not reſt, and 
are nevertheleſs pronounced blame- 
leſs; the Reaſon is that a leſs Duty 
muſt give way to a greater: and thus 
it was in the Caſe of the Diſciples; 
they were attending their Maſter, and 

were to keep themſelves in a Con- 
oF M m m Aden 
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223 SERMON IX. 
dition to attend on his Miniſtry: but 


this could not be done without ne- 
ceſſary Food, and therefore it was law- 
ful for them to gather that Food even 
on the Day of the Sabbath. 

Theſe Things rightly conſidered 


will enable us to judge not only of 


this particular Commandment, but of 


all others; and ſhews there is nothing 


in any of them contradictory to plain 
Senſe, and Reaſon, but are always beſt 
underſtood when theſe are the In- 
terpreters of them. 

But we muſt not paſs by our Sa- 
viour's Determination upon the Mat- 
ter: the Son of Man is Lord a alſo of the \ 
Sabbath, If therefore the Attendance 
on the Temple abſolved the Jewiſh 
Prieſts from their Obedience to the 


| Sabbath, as a Day of Reſt; my Diſ- 
ciples are alſo abſolved from it on Ac- 


count 
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count of the religious and benevolent 


Purpoſes i in which they are employed; 


namely, the Reformation, and Salva- 
tion of Mankind :—and then he tells 
them, that had they known what that 
meaneth, T will have Mercy, and not 
Sacrifice, they would not have condemned 


the guilileſt. God every where de- 


clares that he prefers Works of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Charity to Sacrifices, 

and the exact Performance of poſitive 
Laws, and outward Ceremonies: and 
therefore they had no Reaſon to blame 
his Diſciples for not obſerving the 
Sabbath in its phari/arcal, and utmoſt 
Rigor, while they were intent upon 
Works of far more Importance to the 
World in general. And then he adds, 
the Son of Man is Lord alſo of: _ 
Sabbath. 


A 
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If by the Son of Man he means, as 
I think he does, himſelf; then ſurely 
he had a Right, as God had done with 


regard to the Jewiſh P riefts, to diſ- 


penſe with it where it concerned his 


Diſciples: and if by it he means Man 
in general; then the Sabbath, which 


was inſtituted for the Uſe and Benefit 
of Man, may in caſes of Neceſſity be 


diſpenſed with by Man ; and therefore, 


which will very well ſerve for a Con- 
cluſion to the whole, the Sabbath was 
made for Man, not Man for the Sab- 
- bath. It is not like Duties of perpe- | 


_ . tual Obligation, to be obſerved what- 


ever Circumſtances a Man may be un- 


der; but it was appointed by God on- 
ly for the preſent Uſe of Man, and to 


aſſiſt him in the Practice of other Du- 


ties: ſo that in extraordinary Caſes, 


and where a too ſcrupulous Obſer- 


Vance 
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vance of it would claſh- with thoſe 
Duties, it is lawful for Man to relax 
It. 

It is ſomewhat wonderful that the 
Jews ſhould not ſee this, whoſe Prac- 
tice in another Inſtance, beſides that 
of the Prieſts abovementioned, was 
ſimilar to it: he tells them, ye on 
the Sabbath-day circumciſe a Man. 
This they did in obedience to the Law 
of Moſes, which commanded them to 
circumciſe every Male-Child upon the 
eighth Day after his Birth: the ſame 

| Legiſlator inhibits their doing any 
Work on the Sabbath-day ; yet if the 
eighth Day of the Child's Age hap- - 
pened on the Sabbath, they nevertheleſs _ 
circumciſed him: they did it, and they = 
were right in doing it; for it was bet- | 
ter that the Reſt of the Seventh Day 
ſhould be interrupted, than the Child 
OL Nnn de- 
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deprived of the Benefits of that ot 
ral Rite. 

Strange, that the ſame People ſhould 
take offence at our Saviour becauſe he 
did good on the Sabbath-day ; be- 
cauſe he healed the ſick, gave Feet 
to the lame, and Sight to the blind. 
This Prejudice he endeavoured to re- 
move by putting to them a few Queſ- 
tions, which they could not anſwer 
without granting his Argument: 2wh/cb 
of you ſhall have an Ox, or an Aſs fall 
into a Pit, and will not firaitway pull 
bum out on the Sabbath-day? This is 
one of them, and will ſerve for all 
the reſt: —hence it plainly follows 
that if it be lawful to break the Sab- 
bath for ſuch Purpoſes, it is certainly 
more juſtifiable in Caſes of greater 
Moment. The Reſult of his Argument 


is, that the Sabbath is commanded by _ 
5 | God, 
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God, and is to be obſerved in Obe- 
dience to him; but then the Meaſure 
of this Duty is to be aſcertained by his 
own Directions concerning it; and 
theſe we ſee admit of Relaxation 
where the denying it would obſtruct 
Acts of greater Piety, and moral Vir- 
tue. 

have been thus explicit becauſe by 
rightly underſtanding this Caſe, in 
which we have our bleſſed Saviour's 
Deciſion again and again repeated, 
we may apply it as Occaſion requires, 
and learn from it the Force of all other 
Commandments ; It will enable us to 
diſtinguiſn between moral, and poſitive 
Inſtitutions, and to adjuſt the right 
Meaſure of each; to ſee where they go 


hand in hand, and where it is neceflary 


to ſeparate them: to take into our 


View the whole of Religion, and make 
it 
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"22a SERMON IX. 
it an uniform, conſiſtent Character. 
In ſhort, to be religious, not /uper/?- 
tious; and to ſerve God with the Un- 
derſtanding, as well as the Heart. 
This therefore naturally brings me 
back to the Duty of Prayer. The Di- 
rection given us is, pray without ceaſ< 
ing: the true meaning of this muſt, 
I think, by this Time appear: It 1s 
that far as the Duties of our Connec- 
tions, Profeſſions, and Callings ; of 
our Life, and our Health, and the 
. Diſcharge of other Duties will allow, 
we be conſtant in our Devotions, both 
public, and private. It is not for Me 
to ſay, it is impoſſible I, or any one 
elſe ſnould, what Time another Man 
has for this Duty; every Man muſt 
judge for himſelf; but this I do know 
we have all of us more Leiſure for it 
than we pretend to have; and would 
we, 
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we, when we plead Buſineſs, and other 
Excuſes, abate ſomewhat of our Plea- 
ſures, and Paſtimes ; it would appear 
we have more Time for it, than we 
have Inclination. But be this as it 
may, be our Leiſure ever ſo little, we 
till may perform it in a Way God will 
accept: he that hath not Time for long 
Prayers, hath Time enough for ſhort 
ones ;—why then does he not pray at. 
all?—tho' a Man cannot ſpend many 
Hours in his Cloſet, he yet has many 
Hours to himſelf; and why is no Uſe 
made of them ?—If his Ejaculations 
are few, they may be very devout; 
and no Man will be heard meerly for 
much ſpeaking he has not the Op- 
portunities that more retired Perſons 
have, but he has more Opportunities. 
than he imagines : : on his Bed, at his 
Work, i in his Walk, he can pour forth 
„ Thankf- 
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Thankſgivings, offer up Prayers, and 
make good Reſolutions. In ſhort, 
there is no Man ſo occupied, ſo en- 
gaged, but he may at leaſt addreſs 
God, Morning, and Evening: he can 
repeat the Lord's Prayer devoutly, if 
he can do nothing more. And ſo 
again for the public Worſhip of God: 
tho perhaps he cannot be expected, 
and may be ſo circumſtanced that 
he ought not to come to Church 
every Day, he can come one Day in 
ſeven, and, if he be a ſincere Chriſtian, 
he will; unleſs there be ſome great 
Impediment, or he muſt omit a more 
urgent Duty, to comply with this. 
his I fay every Man may do, 
and therefore every Man ought; and 
if he do it he may be aſſured that 
this is all is meant by the Words 
of the Text, and that God will 


accept 


SERMON IX. 237 
accept it; for he tequiteth of 16 
Man more than he can do, mote 
that is, than is conſiſtent with his 
other Duties, and with the Good of 
his Fellow-Creatures, as well as his 
own. 1 
And now TI hope I ſhall not be miſ- 
underſtood in what I advance: I do 
not mean to encourage Men in the 
Neglect of Prayer, God forbid! but I 
would have this, and all other Parts 
of Chriſtian Duty, appear to be, as. 
they are, a reaſonable Service. I would 
have it conducted by the Directions 
of Scripture, explained by ſober and 
impartial Judgment; for as nothing 
1s an Obje& of ſo much Delight as 
a ſteady, ſtrong, and maſculine Piety ; 
ſo nothing is a greater Weaknels, if 
carried into Enthuſiaſm; and at the 
ſame Time it robs us of the greateſt 

| Orna- 
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Ornament of human Nature, it turns 
our Food into Poiſon, and makes even 
our Prayer become Abomination. 
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Of Charity. 


1 Co. xiil. 1, 2, 3. 

Though I ſpeak with the Tongues of Men 
and of Angels, and have not Charity, 
am become as ſounding Brafs, or 
a tinkling Cymbal. 

And though T have the Gift of Propheſy, 
and underſtand all Myſteries, and all 
Knowledge; ; and though T have all 
Faith, fo that T could remove Moun- 
tains, and have no Charity, I am 
nothing. 

And though I Ie bow all my Goods to 

feed 1 Poor, and though I give my 


Body to be burned, and have not 


Charity, it profiteth me nothing. 


N order to underſtand this Doctrine 


aright it is neceflary, I think, to 
define the Word Charity; becauſe it 
1 has 
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has been aſked how the Gifts here 
mentioned can be exerciſed by thoſe 
who have not Charity; and whether 
ſuch abundant Alms, and Reſignation 
of Life for the Goſpel can exiſt with- 
out it. In Anſwer to this it ought to 
be obſerved that the Apoſtle does on- 
ly ſuppoſe the Caſe; and then argues 
from it, that if ſuch Things were per- 
formed without Charity, they could 
not profit to Salvation: and our bleſſed 
Saviour ſhews in very ſtrong Inſtances, 
that the Caſe is poſſible, and that there 
is no neceſſary Connection between 
theſe Gifts and Charity: in ſhort he 
plainly tells us, that Men may pro- 
pheſy, and caſt out Devils in his 
Name, and yet be workers of Iniquity. 
Again he declares of Almſgiving, who- 
faever giveth . Alms to be ſeen of Men, 
EF... have no {OE of my Father | 
| | which | 
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which is in Heaven : but this could not 
be if it were Charity: It is neceſſary 
therefore that we be clear in the 
Meaning of the Word Charity: Now 
Charity is that Affection of the Mind 
whereby we love God for his own ſake; 
and Mankind as his Creatures; or in 
other Words a Principle of unadulte- 
rated Love and Attatchment, diſtinct 
from that which Tenderneſs of Nature 
in ſome Breaſts meerly complexional, 
Conſanguinity, Parity of Circum- 
ſtances, Friendſhip, and mutual In- 
tereſt, inſpire among Men. . 

Now, different as theſe are, we are 
apt to miſtake the one for the other; 
it was neceſſary therefore to point out 
ſome Characteriſtics, to denote the ge- 
nuine, from the mftaken Charity: and 
this induced St. Paul, to enumerate 


many ; ; by which he left with his 
Qqq e 
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Corinthians, and all other Chriſtians, 
not only the molt elegant, but alſo the 

moſt perfect Deſcription of _— 
which is any where extant. 

He firſt ſets forth what is ſpurious; 
and his Manner of doing it is ſome- 
what remarkable: The Figure of 
Speech indeed is common, yet per- 
haps he might intend by it that when 
we enquire after the Genuineſs of Cha- 
rity, we ſhould inſtance in Ourſelves ; 
for it is poſſible while we too ſe- 
curely reſt in our own, and ſeverely 
judge another's, to be guilty of a 
very great Breach of it: neither 1s 
this Injury confined to our Neigh- 
bour, it extends to Ourſelves ; for we 
are in the mean Time deceived, and 
fancy we live in the Practice of that 
to which our Hearts are all the while 

1 Let 
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Let us therefore learn to be more 
impartial; we cannot have a better 
Maſter than Paul.—Though I ſpeak 
with the Tongues of Men, and of Au- 
gels, and have not Charity, I am be- 
come as ſouuding Braſs, or à tinkling 
Cymbal. 
The Gift of Tongues, as it was the 


firſt beſtowed, and an Earneſt of all 


that followed, was ever deemed a prin- 
cipal Gift, and in ſo high Eſtimation 
that our Apoſtle direQs the Corinthians 
to covet it earneſtly as one of the beſt ; 
but, which 4s very remarkable, im- 
mediately adds, yet ſberw I unto you a 
more excellent Way: this more excel- 


lent Way he ſets. forth in the Chap- 


ter we are now conſidering ; and his 
true Meaning is, that although it 
behoved them to attain, if poffible, 
the * Gifts, and Offices in the 

Church, 
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Church, yet they had no Right to 
value themſelves upon them, but were 
to apply them to the Benefit of their 
Fellow-Creatures; for without ſuch a 
charitable Uſe of them, they would be, 
of no Worth, or Effect to themſelves. 
Indeed he plainly tells them, that if 
they could ſpeak all the Languages of 
the Earth, nay could ſpeak in them 
with the Grace and Energy of Angels; 
and at the ſame time had no Regard 
to the Honour of God, and the Edi- 
fication of others in it; theſe Tongues 
of Men and of Angels would be'no 
better than founding Braſs, meer emp- 
ty Noiſe, and idle Oftentation. 

So again ſays he, Though I have the 
Gift of Propheſy, and underſtand all 
Myſteries, and. all Knowledge; and 
though T have all Faith, fo that I could 
remove Mountains, and have no Cha- 
rd - 
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rity, 1 am nothing: that is, tho' they 
could expound the holy Scriptures, 
underſtand the moſt recondite Parts of 
them; and had beſides the - higheſt 
Degree of Faith, even that to which 
the Power of working Miracles was 
promiſed, ſo as even to remove Moun- 
tains; and did not employ theſe Gifts 
to the Conviction, Eſtabliſhment, and 
Good of others ; the leaſt, the pooreſt 
Proficient in chriſtian Practice is bet- 
ter than they. | 

And laſtly, Though T beſtow all my 
Goods to feed the Poor, and though I 
give my Body to be burned, and have 
not Charity, it profiteth me nothing : 
that is, though ye perform ever ſo 
many external Acts of Charity to the 
Poor, though ye even give away your 
whole Subſtance, and do it not becauſe 
they are God's Creatures, and your 

„ Fellow- 
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Fellow-Servants ;—nay, tho' ye ſuffer 
Martyrdom, and do 1t not folely for 
the Truth, and as the ſtrongeſt Teſti- 
mony ye can give of your ſincere Be- 
lief of the Goſpel; there is no true Cha- 
rity in it, it will profit you nothing. 
Every one of theſe will furniſh Mat- 
ter of Inſtruction, and will bear to be 
enlarged upon. : 
As to the firſt of 5 Though 1 
Heal with the Tongues of Men, and 1 
Angels, and have not Charity, I am 
Become as founding Braſs, or a tinkling 
Cymbal: We may obſerve that the 
greater Part of Mankind cannot diſ- 
tinguiſh between a Power to act, and 
the Dutics that ariſe from that Power. 
What, if God has endowed a Man with 
bodily Strength, and fitted him for all 
neceſſary Labour; will he boaſt of 


om if he neither ſerves himſelf, his 
* amily, 
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Family, or Neighbourhood by it? by 
no Means, it is no Excellence in him if 
unemployed; it profiteth nothing. This 
may ſerve to illuſtrate the Apoſtle's 
Meaning, where he. ſpeaks of the Gift 
of Tongues: what is it to any Chriſtian 
that he can ſet forth tlie Excellency 
of his Religion, that he can defend it 
againſt Gainſayers, that he can prove 
it to be founded in the pureſt Senti- 
ments, the moſt elevated Truths, the 
true Nature of God, and the univerſal 
Good of his Creatures; that he can 
enlarge on the Subject, and diſplay it 
with all the Advantages of Eloquence, 
and Elocution; what is it if when he 
can do this, he will not; if when others 
diſpute it, he ſits mute all the while, 
expreſſes no Diſapprobation, nor does 
any thing to put a Stop to it ?—nay, 
what altho' he goes farther, is always 


a 
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a ready Advocate for it, talks of it in 
all ſuitable Places, leads, and almoſt 
forces others into it? if all this be on- 
ly to ſhew his own Knowledge, and 
not to aid another's; or ſay he does 
aid another's, but that benot his Inten- 
tion; if he means to do himſelf Ho- 
nour, and not his Redeemer; if in it 
he conſiders his private Advantage, 
and not theirs with whom he con- 
verſes; if he be not induced to it ſolely 
by the Love of God, and of Truth ; 
or has any Motive beſide the preſent 
and future Good of his Creatures ; let 
him beware to what he imputes it, 
let him not miſtake his Oſtentation for 
Virtue, and leaſt of all let him hope 
to receive a Reward, when he ought 
to expect the Woe denounced on the 
%% 
. When 
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Whenever therefore ye talk of Re- 
ligion be ſerious in it, have its Intereſt 
at Heart, and think not ye can ſuffi- 
ciently ſet it off by the Tongue, ye 
muſt do it by an exemplary Life, and 
Benevolence: for if your Life be a 
Contradiction to what you are ſaying, 
if when ye are demonſtrating the Ex- 
iſtence of God, ye in Facts do deny 
him, if when ye are extolling his moſt 
holy Religion ye tranſgreſs the Pre- 
cepts thereof, and while ye preach up 
Charity, ye yourſelves are uncharita- 
ble; if in all your Behaviour ye ſeek 
not God's Glory, and the Salvatian 
of your Fellow-Members in Chriſt; 
f your Knowledge of his Laws will in- 
creaſe your Condemnation, and tho 
ye ſpeak with the Tongues of Men 
and of Angels, ye will be in the Sight 


of God of no better Account than 
ES ound 


ENO 
ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. 
Thus again in the ſecond Place, 
Though I have the Gift of Propbeſy, 
and underſtand all Myſteries, and all 
Knowledge; and though I have all 
Faith, ſo that I could remove Moun- 
tains, and have no Charity, I am no- 
thing: that is, altho' beſides being 
able to ſpeak well on Religion in ge- 
neral, I can even go farther; tho' I un- 
derſtand the moſt difficult Parts of it, 
can explain to them others, reconcile, 
the ſeeming Contradictions, and clear 
the Senſe of every Paſſage in Scrip- 
ture; and tho' this deeper Inſight in- 
to it ſhall have ſo confirmed me in 
my Belief that I have the fulleſt Con- 
fidence in every Part of it, and am ſo 
abſolutely convinced of its Truth that 
nothing can affect my Faith: nay, 
tho" in — I am equal to the firſt 


Preachers 
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Preachers of the Goſpel, and therefore 
had I lived in the Age, when, for the 
Furtherance of it, it was expedient to 
work Miracles, I ſhould have been 
empowered to perform them ; and 
theſe two of the moſt conſpicuous and 
aſtoniſhing Kind; ſo as to have ſaid 
to a Mountain be thou removed, and 
be thou caſt into the Sea: — Let if I 
confine this Knowledge to myſelf, and 
not impart it to thoſe who have need 
of it; if I do not inſtruct my ignorant 
Neighbour, if I do not endeavour to 
confirm him in the ſame Belief, re- 
move his Objections, his Scruples, and 
Doubts ; if I do not ſhew in this, and 
and other Inſtances of Charity, that 
my Faith operates upon my Practice, 
influences, and directs my whole Life, 
and leads me to all thoſe Acts of Be- 

nevolence which the Religion I place 
7 my 
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my Faith in doth in every Page of it 


dictate, my Faith is little better than 


1 the Devils poſſeſs; they believe, and 
they tremble; they know the Will of 


God tho' they oppoſe it: — let no 
Man therefore deceive himſelf in Af- 
fairs of ſuch Conſequence, for if theſe 


be not the Effects of his great Know- 


ledge, and Faith, they want that Cha- 
rity which alone gives them their 


'Worth, in ſhort they are nothing. 


Proceed we therefore to the third. 


Though I beftow all my Goods to feed 


the Poor, and though T give my Body 


to be burned, and have not Charity, it 
5 _ teth me nothing. 


As to the firſt of theſe, ] by. PEN 18 


meant giving of Alms; it is poſſible | 


to give all that we have, to feed all the 


hungry we meet with, and to leave 
- ourſelves without Covering to-cloathe 


the 
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the naked, and cold. In ſhort, we 
may carry it farther, and expend not 
our own Subſtance only, but other 
Men's Subſtance. I fay this is poſ- 
fable, and it is alſo poſſible to miſtake 
it for Charity. But where is my 
Charity if I hurt one Man as much as 
I ſerve another? and where is my Re- 
ligion if to perform ſome of its Du- 
ties I tranſgreſs others which I know 
are as binding? if I contract Debts 
by this Means, if I ruin my Family 
by it? am I not expending what is 
not properly mine? am I not purchaſ- 
ing the Reputation of Charity, at the 
Expence of Probity ; and the Appear- 
ance of Virtue, with the genuine Spirit, 
and Power of it >—we may call it Cha- 
rity, Beneficence, Liberality ; ; we may 
give it what Name we pleaſe; but it 
is in Truth Vanity, and Profuſion, 
| 1 * . 


3 
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and committing a Robbery under the 
Maſk of Religion. Every Man ſhould 
endeavor to huſband well the Gifts of 
Providence ; every Man ſhould en- 
deavour to appropriate them to their 
Tight Uſes: a Part of them 1s due to 
- Ourſelves, a Part of them is due to 
our Family, a Part of them to our 
Country, a Part ſhould be reſerved to 
guard againſt Accidents: and when all 
this is done, where there is a well- 
diſpoſed Heart, an Heart grateful to 
God, and that feels for its Fellow- 
Creatures ;that rejoices with them that 
rejoice, and weeps with them that 
weep;—where I ſay there is this, there 
will yet remain a Part for the Poor ;— 
not a niggardly Portion, but a Portion 
ſufficient to ſupply all their reaſonable _ 
Wants, and to lighten every Evil 
* do not * on themſelves: this 

; "Wy 
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every good Man will give them, and 
more they are not intitled to: I fay 
every good Man will give it, and this 
is all that is Charity; where he gives 
more, he gives more than 1s his ; which 
can never be juſtified on any good 
Principle, and therefore is no Part of 
Religion; much leſs is it that Part of 
Religion which ſtands the foremoſt 
of its favourite Graces, and ſurpaſſes 
in Excellence the eminent ones of 
Faith and Hope TIS 

But in Order to eſtimate the Truth 
and Genuineſs of Charity, we are not 
to conſider ſolely the Bounds, and 
Extenfiveneſs of it; there are beſide 
the Manner, -and the Motives of Cha- 
rity.—If like the Phariſees, and a Sect 
among us very like them, when we 
beſtow our Alms we take care to be 
ſeen; and not with a View to Privacy, 

or 
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or to be informed of right Objects, we 
make uſe of other Men's Agency; 
will any one call it Charity? will he not 


rather call it by its right Name, and 
ſcruple not to declare it is Hypocriſy, 
or coward Commutation; a Scheme 
of private Intereſt, or idle Oſtenta- 


tion? If the Boon I beftow gives as. 
much Pain, as it gives Eaſe; if my 


Manner be inſolent, or even indeli- 
cate; it ceaſes to be genuine Charity. 
It ſhould reſemble the Generoſity of 
Boas towards Ruth; who privately 
commanded his young Men, faying, 
let her glean even among the Sheafs, 


and reproach her not; and let fall alſo 


ſome of the Handfuls on Purpoſe for 


ber, and leave them that ſhe may glean 
them, and rebuke her not. In ſhort, it 


ſhould appear a Debt paid rather than 
any thing given, and the greater Share 
7 
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of the oy it occaſions to fall on the 
Giver. It will fall on the Giver if it 
proceeds from juſt Motives, and if con- 
ducted in a right Manner will be 
doubled to him who receives. Rut it 
is not thus as we uſually ſee it; and 
where it is not, however we may flat- 
ter ourſelves, and deceive others, tho? 
we beſtow all our Goods to feed the 
Poor, we ſtill have not as 24 it 
profits us nothing. 

So too, altho' I give my Body 70 be 
| burned, and have not Charity; it pro- 
Ftetb me nothing. 

As the giving all our Gale: to 61 
the Poor, if unattended with the ge- 
nuine Principles and Affections of 
Charity, will profit us nothing, becauſe 
it is no certain Evidence of Love to 
our Fellow-Creatures ; fo neither is the 
n apparent Inſtance we can Ee 
Uuu of 
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*of our Zeal for God, and Religion, to 
be deemed Martyrdom, or ſuffering 
for the Truth, if it proceeds not from 
à real affectionate Love of God, and his 
Service: If it ariſes from Vanity, 
and a Paſſion for Fame; a Deſire to 
be inrolled with great Names, and 
{well the Canon of ſanctified Hypo- 
erites; there is no more Piety in this, 
than there is Charity in the other. 
And it follows from both, that the 
Grace which St. Paul means to re- 
commend does not conſiſt in outward 
Acts only, but muſt begin and end in 
the Heart; and therefore all Acts of 
Beneficence to Men, or of Zeal in the 
Honour of God, muſt be traced to that 
Source; but this is inacceſſible to all 
other Beings, and can be known only 
to God, and the Party: whenever this 
is rightly conſidered it cannot fail to 


0 Pre- | 
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preſerve us from two very dangerous 
Failings; the putting ill- natured Con- 


ſtructions on the Actions of other 


Men, and too favourable ones on our 


<2 


own. = 
And now I think I bave ſufficiently 
ſhewn what is not Charity: the next 
Thing you ſhould wiſh to have ex- 
plained 1s what is Charity ; for this I 
refer you to the Concluſion of the 
Chapter from whence the Text is 


taken. If when ye retire from hence 


you will fit down and attend to the 
Apoſtle, ye will not fail to find what 
ye enquire for; ye will ſtand 1a need 
of no other Guide; the Leſſon is eaſy, 
for it is in Truth a Comment on your 
own Hearts, and their genuine Feel- 
ings: It is Humanity improved by 
the Goſpel, it is Chriſtianity unhurt by 
the World, and the natural Paſſions 


not 
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not corrupted with thoſe we acquire. 
In ſhort, it is what we ſhould univer- 
ſally practice could we throw off our 
Fleſh, and what we ſhall Practice 


when diveſted of that: In Heaven all 


18 Charity, and this World, as it has 
more or leſs of it, does more or leſs 
reſemble it. All Spirits have not this 
Virtue, and for that Reaſon all will 
not arrive there. But let us look to 
our own; for unleſs we bring our 
Minds to a Taſte of it, unleſs we work 
them up'to this bleſſed Temper, we 
ſhall never conſort with thoſe of whoſe 
Eſſence it is: all our other Acts of Re- 
ligion will be of ſmall Eſtimation; we 
may ſpeak with the Tongue of An- 
gels, and be but ſounding Braſs; we 
may have the Gift of Prophecy, and 
yet. be nothing; we may beſtow all 
our Goods to feed the Poor, we may 


give 
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give our Body to be burned; but ſhall 
find that for want of ſomething be- 
fide it profiteth nothing. 
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S E R M ON XI. 
Of the one Thing needful. 


) 


St. LukE x. 42. 
But one Thing is needful. 


IH E Circumſtance that gave Oc- 
caſion to the Words was this: 
our bleſſed Saviour, as the Evangeliſt 
relates the Story, entered into a certain 
Village: and a certain Woman named 
| Martha, received him into Ber Houſe: 
and ſhe had a Siſter called Mary, which 
alſo ſat at Jeſus Feet, aud heard Bis 
Word. But Martha was cumbred about 
much ſerving, and came to him, and 
ſaid, Lord, doſt thou not care that my 
Siſter hath left me to ſerve alone? bid 
| Yyy . 
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268 SERMON XI. 
Ber therefore that ſhe help me. And 
Jeſus an :fwered and ſaid unto ber, Mar- 
tha, Martha, thon art careful, and 
troubled about many Things: but one 
Thing is needful ; and Mary hath cho- 
ſen that good Part, which ſhall not be 
taken away from her. 

"Theſe two Siſters, at their Brother 
Lazarus Houle, made an Entertain- 
ment for our Saviour and his Diſciples; 
an act of Hoſpitality, and indeed of 
Piety, highly becoming them; and 
they both appear to be good Wo- 
men, Admirers of Jeſus, and equally 
deſirous of ſhewing their Veneration 
for him; but according to their diffe- 
rent Tempers, they differed in their 
Mode of Expreſſion. Martha was 
exceedingly buſy, and ſollicitous to 
provide an handſome Entertainment 
for him, and his Attendants; Mary 
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on the Contrary did not trouble ber- 
ſelf about it, but ſat at Jeſus Feet for 
the Improvement of her Mind: her 
Siſter, who all this while received no 
Aſſiſtance from her, was offended, and 
complained of it to Jeſus: but he, in- 
ſtead of commanding Mary to leave 
him and help her Siſter, gently re- 
buked Martha, and told her ſhe was 
too ſollicitous in an Affair of no great 
Moment; and although he approved 
the Reſpect, and Affection ſhe ſnewed 


in her Care to entertain him, he never- 


theleſs could not but tell he., that her 
Siſter's Attention was much better 
placed, on Matters of greater Impor- 
tance, and therefore more acceptable 
to him: But one Thing is needful, 
ſays he; there are a thouſand to em- 
ploy our Time, and Care, and when 
they interfere with no greater Duties 

72 CE may 
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270 SERMON KI. 
may innocently be performed; there 
are a thouſand Things that may be 
convenient, but chere 18 only one need- 
. 1 
In n upon the Words chi 
opened, I thall endeavour to ſhew the 
Inſignificancy of thoſe Things about 
which the chief of our Time is em- 
ployed in compariſon with that which 
is uſually poſtponed to the. 
The firſt of theſe is Life: to pro- 
de d old; Age with Activity, 
Health, and Strength in its Train, nay 
indeed to protract it without any of 
theſe, is the great Care of moſt Men. 
For this the various Powers of Herbs; 
Gums, Minerals, in ſhort the whole 
Materia medica is ſtudied, and ran- 
ſack d; all nature is explored, every 
Part of it analyſed, the Judgment of 
pub Ages confurmed, or corrected by 

| modern 


— 


modern Experiments, and all poſſible 


Encouragement given to new, and 
uſeful Diſcoveries. 


Furniſhed thus with the Means of 


Life, every one impatiently flies to 
them: no Care, no Expenſe is thought 
too great to preſerve it; to preſerve 
that which at beſt, and with all the 
Advantages it can poſſibly receive, is 
a ſhort- lived, precarious Tenure, a very 
Span of Being, like he Graſs of the 
Field that to Day is, and to morrow is 
caſt into the Oven; like Graſs growing 
upon the Houſe-Top, that withereth be- 


fore it be plucked up, whereof the Mower 
filleth not his Hand, neither be that 
bindeth up the Sheafs his Boſom; that 


is aptly reſembled to the faint Traces 
of a Dream, and to a Tale that is told; 


that ends almoſt as ſoon as it begins, 


5 _ like the Air parted by the Wings 
GEL of 
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272 SERMON N. 
of a Bird, cloſeth, and hath no Path of 
it left, —And is it for zbis we riſe up 
early, and but late take Reſt? It is, 
nor are we blameable for it: this Gift 
of our Creator we ought to receive 
with Gratitude, and preſerve by Care; 
and every one who through Intempe- 
Tance, or even wanton Negle& ſhort- 
ens its Period, is unthankful to Pro- 

vidence, and unjuſt to himfelf, But 
why all this Care of one Part of us, 
and that the worſt? why are more 
Pains expended on this, than in 
cultivating, and inriching the Mind? 
why are we more ſollicitous to cure 
the one of Diſeaſes, than to purge the 
other of Ignorance, and Error ? why do 
we fly to different Climates in Purſuit 
of Health, and never ſtir abroad in 
Search of Science and Virtue hy 
do we correct by Art a vitious Habit 
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of Body, and make no Alterations, and 
Improvements within us ?—were we 
at the Approach of "Temptations as 
much alarmed as we are at the Ap- 
proach of Sickneſs ; did we by a right 
Application of ſpiritual Means, by 
reading the holy Scriptures, perform- 
ing divine Service, attending its Or- 
dinancies; by Piety, Charity, and o- 
ther Chriſtian Duties, endeavour to 
be armed againſt Sin, readily as 
we fly to Medicines to prevent Diſ- 
eaſes; and as ſedulouſſy avoid what- 
ever may debauch our Morals, as we 
ſhould a poiſonous Draught; — did 
we this, our great Care would be 
not to live long, but live well: that ſo 

when this Life is ended, and we muſt 
be admitted into another, it may be 
ſuch as we were deſigned to inherit, 
and from which nothing can fo readily 


exclude 
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exclude us as our paying too much 
Attention to that which now is. 
The next favourite Object is Wealth: 

to be cloatbed in Purple, and fine 
Linen, and fare ſumptuouſiy every Day; 
to dazzle the Multitude, and appear 
happy to all but ourſelves. For this 

we reſign Eaſe, for this we leave our 
Home, with all its tender Ties, and 
Connections; boldly force a Paſſage 

into Regions unknown, explore the 
hidden Mine, and fathom the deep 
Abyſs of the Sea; for this we endure 
the Extremities of Heat and Cold, and 
facrifice even our Health: This in ſhort 
we purchaſe at the Expenſe of all other 
Bleſſings, well, if we ſometimes do it 
not at the Expenſe of Virtue.— Vet 
what is it at laſt? the ruddy Swain 
at the Plough has it not, yet is happy: 
it may remove little Evils, it cannot 
IR remove 
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remove great ones: It may make the 


Bed, of Sickneſs leſs painful, but it 


cannot keep Diſeaſe from the Door; 
At may protra& Life, it cannot pre- 


vent Death; — It may purchaſe Plea- 


ſure, but it cannot give Contentment; 
At may ſtop the Mouths of many, 


but it cannot filence Conſcience; it 
cannot arreſt Judgment, it cannot pur- 


chaſe Pardon. No, in the Words of 


David, it coſts more to redeem a Soul; 


and if his Soul be loſt, what is a Man pro- 
fited if he gain the whole World! Alaſs 
he has made a fooliſh Exchange; and 


ſo it will appear when at laſt he finds. 
that in his eager purſuit after fa//z 


Riches, he has miſſed of the True. 


If he will hear the World, or rather, 


if there be no World but this, he is 
right; here every one courts it, Poor 


and Rich bow to it; ſo they did to the 
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276 8 E RM ON. XI. 
Image which Nebuchadneagar ſet up: 
but if Wealth be not an Inſtrument 
of Protection, of kindly Solace and 
Help; if it does not cover the naked, 
deal out Bread to the hungry, give a 
Refuge to the oppreſſed, and open the 
Door wide when the Storm without 
cruelly beats; if our own Heart only 
exults; this Object of our Labour and 
Prayer, this Wiſh of the fond Parent, 
this Idol of Mankind, will appear to 
be our greateſt Misfortune; and, by 
increaſing the Number of our good 
Things in this Life, to have increaſed 
too the evil T ings we ſhall have 1 in 
the next. e 
Another favourite Object 18 Power: * 
for this what will not moſt of us do? 
to what Indignities will the proud 
Man ſubmit ? what Sums will the Ava- 
| ritious advance? what Attendance, 
what 
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15 what Servilities will the greateſt Men 


pay ? as if he that has Power has every 


Thing, and he who wants that has 


nothing.—If indeed it could not be 
abuſed they do well in deſiring it 
If I with for Power becauſe it is a 


Means to do good, and if when poſ- 


ſeſſed of theſe Means I employ them 


in Virtues fair Cauſe; if I ſuccour Diſ- 
treſs, defend injured Innocence, and 
call neglected Merit out of the Shade, 


well; but if inſtead of this I make my- 

ſelf great, in order to make all around 
little; if inſtead of relieving Diſtreſs, 
I myſelf am the Cauſe of it; if I be- 


tray Innocence, when I ought to pro- 
tect it; if when I ſhould invite Merit 
to take Shelter with me, I ſuffer it to 
be neglected, and flarve; and meerly 


to ſhew how much I can do, like 


thouſands, I will even do any Thing: 
ro. oo 
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278 SERMON XI: 
Af this be the Conſequence of my. 
having more Power than another, I 
was a Fool to aſk, or accept it; does 
it make me happy at preſent, or will 
it will it make me happy hereafter ?. 
at preſent it cannot, for Power thus 
abuſed muſt make me hated; and if I 
am hated, and conſcious to myſelf I 
deſerve it, I cannot be happy: and as 
to the next World, how ſhall I ſtand 
before him whoſe Power protects Me, 
andwhoſe Happineſs is the greater be- 
cauſe he protects me.—Certain it is 
that the more Power any one has the 
more good is required of him for it; 
and whenever he uſes it to different 
Purpoſes, to - tyrannize and to op- 
preſs; to poiſon Happineſs, inſtead of 
promoting it; though Fools call him 
great, the wife deem him a Monſter; 
and though he may eſcape Correction 
Uo. Ws from 
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from Man, he will faffer it at * 


Hands of his Maker... 


But let us ſuppoſe that Power a - 
attended with no Inconveniences, and 
is dangerous neither to Us, nor our 
Virtue; it is yet but one of our Trap- 
pings that enable us to make a better 
Figure on Earth, but which with the 
reſt of our Trophies muſt be thrown - 
into the Grave with us; our Titles and 
Rank, our Wealth and our Power, can 
reach no farther than that; theſe that 
diſtinguiſh us here, will not diſtinguiſn 


us en and therefore ſhould be 


held in the ſame Eſtimation as our 
other ſhort-lived Poſſeſſions: they are 
certainly Vanigy, and if we think of 
them otherwiſe, they will a Ve TI 85 


tion of Spirit. 


The laſt C Object 1 i to in- 
ſtance | in is Pleaſure: and under _ 
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Title are ranked all choſe various Kinds 
of Delights which according to the 
different Taſtes and Complexions of 
Men appear moſt deſirable ; this, whe- 
ther it be Wine, or Muſic, or Mirth, 
or any other of a ſenſual Nature, has 
been in all Ages, but more than ever 
in this, purſued to a Madneſs; every 
young Man fays to his Heart go 10, J 

will prove thee ' with Mirth; and yet 
every old one will ſay of Laughter, that 
# is mad; and of Mirth, voher doeth it? 
Theſe indeed, like every other Gift of 

Providence, if honeſtly and with Ten- 

perance, uſed, have their good Effects 
upon Life; they ſoften its Severities, 
they relieve its Labours, they leſſen 
its Anxieties; they keep us in good 
3 with others, and others with 

But what if we indulge in them 
00 far? lag — 1 ourHealth,: 
they 
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they then hurt our Temper, they: then 
hurt our Fortunes, they then deſtroy 
even themſelves; and if ſo what ſhall 
we ſubſticute in their Room will 
the Man of Pleaſure commence the 
Man of Buſineſs? or a Mind loft in 
long Diſſipation be all at once ferious ? 
will you expect Self denial from bound- 
les Indulgence; or Religion and Vir- 
tue from wicked. Riot, and Noiſe ?- 
will the lewd and the wanton become 
| ſpotleſs, and pure; or he who ne'er 
thought at all think of Heaven and 
Hell —nöt one in a thouſand can de 
_ this} and therefore it was, and becauſe 
he deſpaired of Sueceſs in an old one, 
chat So/omen gives the young Man the 
following Caution, Rejoice, O yung 
Man in thy Youth, and ler thine Heart 
cheer thee in the Days of thy Yourby and 
walk in the Wayt of thine Heart, and 


| in 
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in the Sight of thine Eyes: bit Inow 
thou that - for all theſe Things * will 
= bring thee 40 Judęment. . Y 
1 And thus having inſtanced in thels* ; 
| 3 1757 Objects of Men' s Defires and 
| | Perſuits, and ſhewn that they areat beſt - 

| \ 

| 

| 


9 ſhort-lived, oftentimes hurtful, and | 
_ always dangerous to the Poſſeſſor. I | 
| hope little more will be ſufficient to 
perſuade you to pay leſs Attention to 
them, a more to the One n 
needful. © 8 * 
+ mW you not in as fir Place 7 
that you wiſh for Life, but then be 
wiſe in your Wiſh ; wiſh for it as a 
| prefent Good, but not as your princi- 
pal Good; and more as the Means of 
Happineſs, than Happineſs atfelf, — 
| To make it that remember the Words 
of David, what Man is he that Iuſeeth 
to 8 8 and ws "Os fee e FOE FOX * 
ſe 1 75 
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let Bim eſchew Evil, and do Good; tet 
bim ſeek Peace, and enſue it: let bim 
remember that the Eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his Ears open to 
their Prayers; let him keep Innocency, 
and take heed unto the Thing that is 
right, for that ſhall bring a Man Peace 
at the laſt. Let him not forget that the 
Age of Man is threeſcore Years and 
ten, and though Men be fo ſtrong ta 
come to fourſcore Years, yet is their 
Strength then but Labour and Sorrow : 
fo ſoon paſſeth it away, and we are gone! 
This Life therefore has little to recom- 
mend it, except that it enables us to 
procure a better. Let us profit of this 
Opportunity; and then, be it long, or 
be it ſhort, accompanied with jocund 
Health, or waſted with continual Sick- 
neſs, it will at length conduct us to 
an happier Clime, where all Tears are 

eee wiped 
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wiped from our Eyes, and Death hath 
no more Dominion. 

Thus again for Riches; no one 1s to 
beblamed if he acquires them honeſtly, 
uſes them ſoberly, diſtributes them 
chearfully, and leaves them content- 
edly : They then ſerve moſt excellent 


Purpoſes, and theſe Purpoſes juſtify 
our Perſuit of them. But let it be ſaid. 
of Us what Cicero ſays of Rabirius 
Poſthumus; in his Endeavours to in- 


creaſe his Subſtance, it was evident he 
defired it from no other Principle than 
a Defire to do Good. —1I ſay let this 


| appear in our Uſe of them and th e y 
are among the Bleſſings of Life; but 


they are far otherwiſe unleſs we con- 


fider ourſelves as the Stewards of God; 


. 


- 


* 


o 


the Diſpenſers, not Engroſſers, of his 


Gifts: remember therefore the Words 


of your great Maſter, and lay not up 
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for yourſelves Treaſures upon E arth, 
where Moth, and Ruſt doth corrupt, 
and where Thieves break through, and 
feeal : but lay up for yourſebves Treaſures 
in Heaven, where neither Moth, nor 
Ruſt doth corrupt, and where Thieves 
do not break through, nor ſteal. Thus 
ſhall ye make 70 yourſelves Friends of 
this Mammon of Unrighteouſnefs, and 
oben all befide fail, they ſhall receive 
you into everlaſting Habitationt. 

And if Riches may innocently be 
wiſhed for, ſo may Power; which is 
one of the beſt 'T hings that reſult from 
them: every Man ſhould endeavour 
to have ſome Weight, ſome Influence 
over others; yet let not this be found- 
ed in his Power to oppreſs, but rather 
in his Power, and Diſpoſition to ſerve : 
let it be gained by good Actions, and 
preſerved by great ones: and let every 

one 
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one poſſeſſed of it place before his Eyes 


the Example of Job, who fays of him- 


ſelf in the Plenitude of his, zwhen I went = 
out to the Gate, through the City, when 


I prepared my Seat in the Street; the 
young Men ſaw me, and hid themſelves; 


and the aged aroſe, and ſtood up. When 
the Ear a me, then it bleſſed mne; 


and when the E Lye faw me, it gave 7011 
neſs to me,—why ? becauſe T delivered 


the poor that cried, and the fatherleſs, 
and him that had none to help him: 
the Bleſſing of him that was ready to 
periſh came upon me; and J. cauſed the 
Widew's Heart to fins for Joy. I was 
Eyes to the blind, and Feet was T to the 
lame: I was a Father io the Poor; and 
the Cauſe which nerv not, I ſearched 5 
out; and I break the Tarws of the wicked, 
and pluckt the Sport out of his Teeth. 
Let him do this I fay, and he may 


pro- 
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| promiſe himſelf as Job and, I my die 
in my Neſt. 

And laſtly, for Pleaſure. This alſo 
may be perſued; but let it be of the 
manly, and the rational Kind; not ſuch 
as we have in common with Brutes, 
but in which we participate with ſu- 
perior Natures: theſe alone will im- 
prove upon Uſe, and live again in Re- 
flection. Let us begin with ſubduing 
our ſenſual Appetites, proceed to the 
Paſſions, and ſo erect the nobleſt of 
Governments, a Government over 
Ourſelves; let us ſeek for Pleaſure in its 
proper Province ; in bettering the Un- 
derſtanding, and refining the Soul; in 
purging it of Ignorance, and Vice; and 
filling it with Science, and Virtue. 

Theſe are the Paths of Pleaſanineſs, 
theſe are the Ways of Peace; theſe are 
the higheſt Pleaſures we are capable 

Dddd "7 2 
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of here, and theſe are the Pleaſures 
reſerved for us hereafter ; they, and 
they only, can reſcue us from Illuſion 
and Pain, and fix our Hearts there 
where true Jays are to be found. 
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Of CircumſpeRtion 


EPHES. v. 15. 
Fee then that ye walk crcamſpety. 


HIS Epiſtle was written by St. 
Paul during his Impriſonment 

at Rome, and was deſigned not only to 
direct the Epbeſians in all Matters of 
Doctrine, eſpecially with regard to the 
pretended Neceſſity of obſerving the 
Ceremonial Law; but alſo to regulate 
their Behaviour by ſome prudential 
Inſtructions. | 
He therefore. * to 14 that 
3 how contrary the Religion 
which aer had newly a was 
Eeee „ 
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to that of the reſt of Mankind, and 
the Oppoſition they were likely to 
meet with on its Account, they ſhould 
be the more on their Guard,” and en- 
deavour to conduct themſelves not on- 
ly with Jinocence, but alſo with Cir- 
cumſpection. | | | | 
The Neceſlity of en is 
by no means confined to the Epbe- 
fans, or to that Period: it is as neceſ- 
ſary now, as it was then; and altho' 
we ere not a Temple to Prudence, as 
was done in ol Rome, we cannot ſcru- 
ple to place her, as ſhe ſtands in G 
cero's Catalogue, the foremoſt of m 
Cardinal Virtues.” | 
In the Following Diſcourſs J pur- 
poſe to repreſent to you the Conſe- 
quences of Indiſcretion, or the Want 
of this Virtue; after which you will 
ſet how needful it ĩs that ye walk cir- 


cumſpegly. 
If 
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If we ſurvey human Life, (for that 
is the Scene upon which our Obſerva- 
tions are fixed) we ſhall find that more 


are hurt by Imprudence, than by 


Vice: and that without Regard to 
Decorum, and a Conſiſtency of Cha- 
racter, it is impoſſible to be happy. 
The Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the 
Theſſalonians commands us to ab/tain 
from all Appearance of Evil; and fays 
in another, that tho' all things are 
lawful, yet all things are not expedient. 

Things, in their own Nature indiffe- 
rent to Good and Evil, may by inter- 
vening Circumſtances become either: 
and as he would eat no Meat offered 
to -Idols, meer Vanities, and which 
therefore could derive neither good 
nor bad Qualities to any thing ſacri- 
ficed to them; for this Reaſon only, 
leſt a weak Brother might put wrong 


Con- 
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Conſtructions upon it; ſo every Man 
ſhould avoid that which, though in- 
nocent, another may miſtake for cri- 
minal; and if he thinks the Reputa- 
tion of Virtue worth having, ſhould 
take Care to e the 1 
of it. 

There are thouſands who ak at 
leaſt appear to think, that while they 
keep clear of real Tranſgreſſions, they 
may hazard imaginary ; and fo long 
as they come not within the Vs 
_ ſafely play with the Verge of 

But i is this not walking on Pre- 
ak ; when there is a plain fafe Way 
below? ſhould we not remember what 
is faid in Eccle/i aficus, Go not in a 
War wherein thou mayeſt fall: ? for 
what is it to act otherwiſe? is it not 
to make all ſober Men tremble for 
you, to have the poor Satisfaction to 
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be the Gaze, and Admiration of Fools ? 
The not attending to this is the 
Parent of very ſerious Evils, and 
many a Character, otherwiſe eminent, 
gets for want of it horribly ſullied. 
Where one Eye can diſcover great 
and ſhining Excellencies, hundreds 
can diſcover Defects; all can judge 
of little things, few can judge of great 
ones. A Man whoſe Virtues entitle 
him to Honour, andalmoſt Reverence, 
may let himſelf down by a Foible: 
every Man ſees his Foible, not one in 
an hundred obſerves, and pays Re- 
ſpect to his Virtues. The Man, you 
ſay, that is if you have Good-nature 
f enough to ſay it, does not ſee this him- 
ſelf; and if he did, the World, you 
think, ſhould excuſe it; but it is not 
what the World ſhould do, but what 
the World will do: now, the better 
FTrt . 
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the Character, the more it eclipſes 
ſuch as fall ſhort of it, and in the 
Proportion in which it excels Man- 


kind will endeavour to detract from it. 


You will therefore always find that 
where they have not Vices to laſh, 
they will ſeek for Foibles to laugh at; 
and as we oftentimes ſee Ridicule vic- 
torious over Truth and ſound Reaſon- 
ing, ſo you will find more Quarter 
given to Wickedneſs, than to Impru- 
dence. ds | | 5 
That this is wrong all muſt acknow- 
ledge, but all muſt acknowledge it 
true. — How often do we ſee Men 
laughed at, nay, held in Contempt, 
for things which have nothing to do 
with Virtue, or Vice; with good or 
bad Qualities ? ſuch as an unhappy 
Turn of Countenance, a mean or de- 
formed Perſon, an unfaſhionable Dreſs, 


. AN 
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an inelegant Deportment of Body, or 


a ruſtic Tone of Voice ; while others 


are admired becauſe they excel in theſe 
Particulars only ? and yet the Man 
with a bad Perſon has a great and 


good Mind, and ranges his Ideas as 


properly as the other does the Folds 
of his Coat: who will ſay this is de- 
fenſible, yet who can deny the Fact? 
and does it not ſhew that fo long as 


the World will be prejudiced in Fa- 
vour of Appearances, it is adviſeable 


to obſerve them. 


I am not arguing for Hypocriſy: for 
of all Villains I moſt hate a folemn 


one; I would not have Men affect to 
appear better than they are, neither 
would I have' them ſtudy to appear. 


worſe. This perhaps may be thought 


an uſeleſs Caution, but. the contrary. | 


will _ * ; for you will take. 
this 


— 


= 
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this along with you, that as I diſtin- 
ö guiſn between Vice, and Imprudence ; 
ſo I am not here pointing out the Pu- 
niſhments, but the Inconveniencies 

_ LD, E ORs 
In perſuing this Argument let us 
examine it with Regard to Oeconomy; 
I mean that Part of it which concerns 
our Expences. Great things do ſo for- 
cibly ſtare us in the Face that very few 
are ruined by them, whereas little ones 
ſteal by unobſerved; at leaſt they are 

ſo ſlightly obſerved, that we apprehend 
no Danger from them : we do not con- 
fider that many ſmall Sums conſtitute 
great ones, and are at length as fatal to 
our Finances as they are: the Poiſon, it- 
is true, operates ſlowly, but it operates 
ſurely; and hurts us in the End as 
much as Profuſion: the one indeed is 
a Madneſs, the other but a Want of 
= Diſcretion ; 
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Diſcretion; but what avails the migh- 
ty Diſtinction if by either of theſe I 


am ruined ? 
Let us fee it farther in Done to 


Health. The Man who would pre- 
ſerve this muſt not only keep clear of - 
Poiſon, and other Inſtruments of im- 


mediate Death, but he muſt watch all 
the Avenues to it. It is not enough 
that he ſwallows not a poiſonous: 
Draught; that he does not expoſe 
himſelf to uncommon. Dangers, and 
ſeek the Place where the Agents of 
Death are moſt frequent; he muſt 
guard againſt their Advance: he muſt 


be careful not only in Sickneſs, but 


in the beſt Health; what a ſick Man 
does out of Neceſſity, an healthy one 
ſhould do out of Prudence: preſuming 
on a good Conſtitution is a ſure way 
to loſe it; and he who thinks his Cha- 
Gggg racter 
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rater will bear him out in his Follies, 


will ſoon find his Character gone. 
His Character may be loft, and the 

Man remain virtuous; for ſo long as it 
is part of human Nature, and indeed 


of all Nature 70 conſort according to 


Kind, and a Man will cleave to his 
lite, the World will ever judge of us 
by thoſe we appear to be fondeſt of: 
now although it is poſſible I may be 
innocent in very bad Company, and 
m my Heart diſapprove what I hear 
and ſee done in it; and therefore 
fooliſhly flatter myſelf that no Part of 
the Reproach caſt on others can fall 


on myſelf, I ſhall find I was greatly 


miſtaken, one half of the World will 


conclude I was guilty, and the other 


fuſpe& it. But why ſhould I hazard 


even Suſpicion ? if I deſerve a good 


N N ä e * make it du- 


| bious 
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bious? if the thing itſelf is deſirable, 
ſo is the Reputation of it; but if it be 
poſſible to deſerve it, it is not poſlible 
to have it without Circumſpection. 
And indeed no man is good enough 
to bear him out in the Neglect of Pru- 
dence. Prudence or Circumſpection 
is neceſſary even to the beſt of Men; 
it is as it were a Guard to Virtue, with- 
out which ſhe is never ſafe, nor will 
ſhe herſelf appear beautiful without 
the 'outward Ornaments of Decency, 
and Decorum. Theſe outward Orna- 
ments therefore are more to be con- 
ſulted than we are apt to imagine; and 
he who flights Prudence in this or any 
other Inſtance, will find it difficult to 
perſuade the ſenſible Part of Mankind 
that he has any Pretentions to com- 
mon Senſe. Indeed he can have none 


if we may believe the Sentiments of 


Solomon 
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Solomon to be juſt: that ſage Diſcerner 
of Life, and Morals, where he per- 
ſonifies Wiſdom, introduces her ſaying, 
I Wiſdom dwell with Prudence; inti- 
mating that theſe two are inſeparable: - 
there may be Wit, but there can be 
no true Wiſdom, without Prudence. 
But let us inſtance farther in Friend- 
ſhip; there muſt be Diſcretion, . or 
there can be no laſting Friendſhip. 
Familiarities are more fatal to Friend- 
_ ſhip than real Injuries; theſe may in 
time be repaired, but when once you: 
have rubb'd off the Bloom of Friend- 
ſhip, the faireſt Fruit in Paradiſe, you 
can never replace it: all that which to 
delicate Minds makes it ſo grateful, 
degenerates into Vulgarity, and ends 
in Contempt. If I take Liberties: 
with my Friend which I would not 
take with a Stranger, he will ſee, and 
| reſent 
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reſent it; and he will reſent it with 
greater Acrimony as being intitled 
to more Reſpect than a Stranger. So 
too, though our Friendſhip obliges me 
to adviſe, and ſometimes rebuke him; 


1f I carry this fo far as to ſeem rude, 
or impertinent, my Advice or Reproof 


will alienate his Affection, and con- 


firm him in his Error, inſtead of cor- 


recting it. 
Thus neceſſary 1 18 Dned to the 


very Being of Friendſhip; it cannot 


exiſt without Delicacy: but here we 


muſt know in what that conſiſts. 


Falſe Delicacy is as incompatible with 


Friendſhip, as it is with Politeneſs. 
With regard to Politeneſe, it turns 
Good-manners, (which by the by is a 
Refinement upon Good- nature,) into 


Farce, and Contempt; plain, ſimple, 


unaffeQed Manners ever were, and ever 
| F fff ", = 
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will be pleaſing, becauſe they are na- 
tural; whatever is otherwiſe is Di/ſfor= 
rion, diſguſtful, and odious: and thus 
with regard to Friendſhip; it fritters 
away all that is valuable in it, and 
leaves us an airy flimſy ſhadow, i in- 
ſtead of Subſtance 

We may go farther, and inſtance 
in other things, ſuppoſe in Good- nature. 
There is nothing renders us ſo univer- 
fally agreeable as this does; and yet if 
it be indiſcriminate it degenerates into 
Weakneſs, Mirth, if it be not tem- 
pered with Diſcretion, if it be not 
manly, if it be not rational, is Madneſs. 


Pride, as it is ſometimes improperlx 


called, if under proper Reſtrictions, 
ſerves excellent Purpoſes, preſerves the 
due Diſtance, and never expects more; 
but without theſe Reſtrictions it be- 
comes unbearable Z»/olence. Wit, if it 

5 „„ be 


SERMON, XII. 305 
be conducted with Judgment, and con- 
fined to fit Subjects, is as much above 


our other Accompliſhments as it is 
rarer; but if vague, indiſcreet, or in- 
decent; or ſuppoſe it only ill-· timed, it is 


a very dangerous Talent. Courage is 


among the moſt diſtinguiſhed and 2 | 


able Gifts of Nature, and bids the faireſt 
| for univerſal Eſteem; but if it be fa- 


vage, but if it be exerted 1 in Support of 


any thing culpable, it is worſe than 
Cowardice.—Liberty, founded in the 
natural Rights of Mankind, and con- 
fined within the Limits ſhe herſelf has 
preſoribed, is the moſt valuable of our 


Poſſeſſions public and private; but if 


it commences Licentiouſneſs, it produ- 
ces Madneſs, and Riot, and every 
thing that Society and good Order 
abhor.— Learning, if employed i in the 


Honour of God, and the Service of | 


Man- 
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Mankind, is our beſt and nobleſt Ac- 
quirement ; but if it be perverted to 
quite different Purpoſes, to diſguiſe 
Truth, inſtead of diſcovering it; to 
ridicule Virtue, and patronize Vice; 
to corrupt the human Heart, inſtead 
of amending it; if it prove the Tool 
of Faction, not the Hand-maid of 
Peace; it becomes a dangerous En- 
gine: in ſhort like Fire, and other 
boiſterous Elements, if under proper 
Controul, it is ſubſervient to prodi- 
gious, and the uſefuleſt Purpoſes ; but 
if lawleſs, like them it proves moſt 
deſtructive. Itis thus throughout Life ; 
the beſt Ship cannot fail without Bal- 
laſt, nor the beſt Man living be hap- 
py without Prudence: She fits as it 
were Umpire, and preſides among the 
reſt of the Virtues; the reſt of the 
Virtues: flouriſh under her Influence, 
and 


SERMON XII. 307 


and are never ſeen to Advantage but 
in her Company. 

Here I would not be underſtood to 
mean what the World calls Prudence, 
which altho' it aſſumes her Name, 
and ſometimes counterfeits even her 
Dreſs, is in Truth not Prudence, but 
Craftineſs. This inſtead of the Qua- 
lities we allow to Diſcretion is found- 
ed in the abſolute Want of every 
thing ingenuous, open, and good. 
What I mean by Prudence is ſuch a 
Regard to Conſiſtence and Propriety 
as cheks all Abuſe and Miſapplica- 
tion of our ſeveral Talents ; that keeps 
the whole Machine in due Order, and 
fees that no one Movement by being 
excentrical unpede or render hurtful 
the reſt. 1 

This is what we . 6 B 
dence: : and this 1s never more wanted 
5 III 
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than in Matters which concern Re- 
ligion : the Want of it has converted 
the greateſt | Bleſſing into a Snare, 
and a Curſe: witneſs the many Maſſa- 
cres which a Zeal for Religion, with- 
out a due Knowledge of its Nature 
and Laws, has occaſioned: witneſs the 
Effects of Enthufra/m, and ſee how by 
a Want of Diſcernment the faireſt 
thing may be deformed. True Re- 
gion is the Perfection of our Nature, 
and the moſt reaſonable of all Services; 
but if it once be miſtaken, and Super- 
ſtition or Enthufiaſm ſteps into the 
Place of it, its Nature is entirely al- 
tered : it is no longer a ſedate, cool, and 
temperate Governour; it is no longer 
Love and Forbearance, it is no longer 
Charity; it becomes perſecuting, in- 
tolerant, preſumptuous, and arrogant; 
n — to revel at large, diſ- 


turbs 
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turbs the political World, as much as 
the moral. 

For this Reaſon good Policy ever 
will be jealous of the Growth of En- 
thuſiaſm, and take all prudent and 
effectual Methods to prevent and diſ- 
courage it. True Religion is the 
Baſis, and very Life of Government, 
but let its ſober Bounds be tranſgreſſed 
and it will ſoon overturn it. The An- 
nals of our own Nation furniſh us with 
too many Proofs. of this: it once en- 
tirely ſubverted the Conſtitution, and 
will for ever endanger it. ' 

So very , neceſſary is it even in Re- 
ligion, which of all things we muſt 
believe is the leaſt capable of doing us 
Hurt, to ſee that we walk  circum- 
ſpealy ; to ſee that we fight under 13 
Banner, and not under fal/e Colours. | 


We. may be, and I fear we are, not 
religious 
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religious enough; but we may be re- 
ligious overmuch : that is for want of 
Prudence we may miſtake for Reli- 
gion, what Religion abhors; and a 
rank poiſonous Weed for a Plant the 
moſt ſalutary. 

And now you ſee the Nee that 
induced the Apoſtle to give us the Ad- 
vice | in the Text, and it 1s our Duty, 


= and } it is our Wiſdom, to obſerve and 


purſue it; that ſo both in the common 
Concerns of Life, and in thoſe on 
which our future, and eternal Good 
does depend, we may ſteer our Courſe 
aright, with Prudence at our Helm; 
for that only can bring us to the wiſh- 
ed-for Haven; and while it makes us 
wiſe as Serpents, continue us in z the 
: Innocence of Doves. 
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SERMON XIII. 
Of Apoltacy. 


I had been better for them not to have 

known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than 

| after they have known it, to turn 

From the holy Commandment deliver- 
ed unto them. 


HERE are two Doctrines inti- 

1 mated in theſe Words; the firſt 
is that it is poſſible to turn from the 
Way of Righteouſneſs after we have 
known it: the ſecond, that it is bet- 
ter never to have known it than after- 
wards to turn from it. 
5 Both 
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Both theſe I ſhall ſpeak to, but firſt 
give me leave to premiſe that — 
knowing the Way of Righteouſneſs 
15 not hs underſtood a meer theore- 
tical Knowledge of Righteouſneſs, but 
a Knowledge accompanied with Prac- 
tice. Thus when God faith by the 
Mouth of a Prophet, they [hall no more 
teach every Man his Neighbour, and 
every Man bis Brother, ſaying, know the 
Lord, for all of them ſhall know me, 
from. the leaſt of them to the greateſt; 
he means they all ſhall know and * 
him. 
As to the firſt of theſe, that it is 
_ poſſible to turn from the Way of 
Righteouſneſs after we have known 
it 1s confirmed to us by woful Ex- 
perience; every Man obſerves it in 
others, and others obſerve it in him: 


but were there any doubt of it, the 
Apoſtle, 


Apoſtle, from whom the Text 18 


taken, ſuppoſes, and builds his Argu- 
ment upon it: if ſays he, after they 


have eſcaped the Pollution of the World, 
through the Knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Chriſt, they are again entangled 
tberein, the latter. End is worſe - with 
them than the Beginning. Nay, he does 


more than ſuppoſe the Caſe, he aſſerts 


it for a Fact; for having Occaſion to 
mention the falſe Teachers in his Days, 
whoſe. Features do moſt remarkably 


reſemble thoſe of our Methodiſts now, 
tbey allure, ſays he, through the Luſts 


of the Fle eſh, through much Wuantonneſs, 


thoſe that were clean eſcaped from them 
who live in Error. You ſee that by 
theſe falſe Teachers they were drawn 


back again into Wickedneſs who be- 
fore had eſcaped from it, and were be- 
come the Servants of Righteouſneſs. 
n 10 
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But there is no Occaſion to dwell. 
longer on a Propoſition as clear as 
Day- light: it is fo far from being im- 


= poſſible, that to make it impoſſible 


the Nature of things muſt be wholly. 
altered; Man muſt not be free: the 
Nature of Sin muſt be altered; Sin 
muſt have no Powers to entice. We. 
will proceed therefore to ſhew that it 
3s better never to have known the Way 
of Righteouſneſs than after we have 

known it to turn away from it. 
When we ſay it is better not to have 
Khon, we do not mean that Igno- 
rance is preferable to Knowledge; it 
is always an Evil: and this is the 
Reaſon we hear David continually 
praying againſt it. Open thou mine 
Eyes O Lord, teach me thy Statutes : 
give me U nderſianding, and let me fee | 
the things of thy Law: be a Light unto 
| EY, my 
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my Feet, and a Lantern unto my Paths, 
what you are to underſtand by it is 
that, lamentable as Ignorance is, it is 
far leſs dangerous than Knowledge 
without a ſuitable Practice: or in other 
Words that it is better at no Time to 
have been acquainted with our Duty, 
and in Conſequence of ſuch Informa- 
tion obedient, than aſterwards to turn 
away, and depart from it. 5 
I put it in theſe Words becauſe ather-. 
wile the Doctrine would nat come up 
to the Caſe of Chriſtians. No Chriſ- 
tian can be ignorant in any great and 
intereſting Degree but where he is 
wilfully ſo: and therefore the Apoſtle 
ſays it is better, that is comparatively 
better, not to have known and prac- 
tiſed, than to practiſe, and apoſtatize 
afterwards: he could intend nothing 


man, becauſe then it could have 
borne 
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borne no Compariſon. This is evident 
from what St. Paul ſaid at Athens, 
where ſpeaking. of thoſe Idolaters who 
imagined he Godhead like unto Gold, or 
Silver, or Stone grauen by Art, or 
Man's Device, he declares that the 
Times of this Tonorance God winked at; $ 
that is, he did not impute it as a 
Fault, becauſe it was unavoidable; 
they had no greater Light: but now 
that a greater Light is given he wink- 
eth at it no longer, but commandeth 
them, and all Men every where to 
repent. 
The Expreſſion FP Intent of St. 
Peter, being explained, I go on to eſta- 
bliſh the Doctrine contained in them; 
and it is, That it is worſe to depart 
from the Duties wwe have once profeſſed 
and pracii ifed, than never 10 have. Pro- 
1 15 and 1 Yed i 5 5 
This 
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This will appear from ſeveral Con- 
ſiderations. In the firſt Place we have 
acknowledged our Obligations to prac- 
tiſe them. When any thing new is 
propoſed to the Mind there muſt be 
Time allowed for it to weigh, and con- 
ſider it; for nothing is more unworthy 
a rational Creature than a blind im- 
plicit Belief: before it becomes my 
Duty to aſſent I muſt be convinced 
of the Truth of it, either by an in- 
ternal Kind' of Evidence, that carries 
Conviction along with it; or by ſome 
external Circumſtances that aſſure me 
it cannot be falſe : but who ſhall ſay 
I am convinced by either of theſe, till 
I declare myſelf convinced. St. Paul 
tells me who, and what, that God 1s 
whom [I have hitherto worſhipped ig- 
norantly; he tells me that be hath made 
25 one Blood all Nations of Men, that 

M m m m E. 
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we are his Offspring, that be is not far 
from every one of us, that in him we 
live, and move, and have our Being. 
— But how doth it appear that Iam 
a Convert to this Doctrine? It cannot 
appear untill I deſtroy the Altar 1 
had erected to the uninown God, and 
ſet up one to zhe true: I then profeſs 
myſelf bound to believe, and to wor- 
ſhip him; it is a publick Declaration 
that I think it my Duty, and from the 
Time I fo think, and make ſuch De- 
claration, this Duty becomes indiſ- 
penfable. 

This which we ah to a ſuperſti- 
tious, and idolatrous Heatben, is equal- 
ly applicable to every Chriſtian. When 
once we have been baptized, and ſtill 
more when once we have been .confirm- 
ed, or have commemorated the Death 
and Paſſion of Chriſt 1 in the Commu- 


nion 
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nion of his Body and Blood, we call 
upon the World to witneſs that we 
believe his holy Goſpel, receive the 
Precepts of it as his Terms of Salva- 
tion, and acknowledge ourſelves bqund 
to obſerve, and bmi to thoſe Terms 
ſo long as we live. 

Can there be any thing worſe than 
after this publick Profeſſion of our 
Faith and Duty to deny the one, and 
tranſgreſs the other, deliberately, and 
wilfully, and in direct Contradiction 
to our ſolemneſt Vows? would not 


a like Conduct in the Intercourſes 


between Man and Man be deemed 
infamous? and would it not have 


been better never to have made ſuch 


Profeſſions, and entered upon a Prac- 
tice ſuitable to them, than afterwards 
to turn aſide, and deſert both ? | 
b e The 
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322 SERM 0 N XIII. 
The Truth of this Doctrine will ap- 
peear, ſecondly, when we conſider that 
we not only have acknowledged our 
Obligations to perform the Chriſtian 
9 Diitjes; but have alſo ſhewn we can 
do it. | 
It is ple haſtily to engage for 
things to which we find ourſelves 
afterwards very unequal; I ſay this 
is poſſible, and it is poſſible alſo 
to do it with very honeſt Intentions: 
a.conftitutional Fervour, an haſty Con- 
cluſion, the Power of Prejudice, a 
"thouſand things may betray us into 


_ it: And when ſometime after it ap- 


| pears we have engaged for more than 
we can perform will any one blame 
us? will any one think, or ſay hard 
things of us? will they not rather 
lament, and impute it to Ignorance of 1 
ourſelves, rather than a Badneſs of 

0 | Heart ? 
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Heart? yes every one will unleſs he is 
of that Number whoſe Praiſes confer 
no Honour, and whoſe Cenſures re- 
flect no Diſgrace.— But ſoft a while! 
this is not our Caſe, our Caſe is far 
different; we can perform our Engage- 
ments, and where we do not it is be- 
cauſe we will not. Had we never 
practiſed any of the Chriſtian Duties 
we might pretend, at leaſt, that they 
are above the Powers of ſuch imperfect 
Creatures as we are, ſuited more to 
Angels and unbodied Spirits, calcu- 
lated more for the next World than 
the preſent; and though fit Objects 
of our Contemplation, Admiration, 
and Reverence, too ſpiritualized and 
refined for Duſt and Aſhes. But here 
not to enter upon the Nature of theſe 
Duties, every one of which might be 
ſhewn to be not only not adverſe, but 
Nunn emi⸗- 


» 4 
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eminently framed for us, inſomuch 
that nothing but the Obſervance of 
them can ſupport our due Dignity, 
and preſerve us from degenerating 
into ſomething vaſtly beneath it; I reſt | 
it upon this, that we have actually 
practiſed them. —Have we never ad- 
dreſſed ourſelves to God in Prayer? 
have we never read his Word? have 
we never frequented his Ordinances? 
have we never recollected with Gra- 
titude what our Saviour did and un- 
derwent for us? have we never loved 
thoſe whom he loved? never done a 
charitable Office to a Brother? never 
fed the hungry? never cloathed the 
naked? never comforted the afflicted, 
viſited the ſick? never wiſhed the 
Happineſs of others, never prayed for 
it! Have we never ſtrove - againſt 
Temptations? never practiſed Self- 
9 „ denial? 
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denial? never mortified the Fleſh, 
never laboured to improve the Spirit? 


What a Picture is here! will any one 


take it for a Likeneſs, for the Like- 
neſs of a Chriſtian? will any one al- 
low it like himſelf? no, not the moſt 
abandoned of Mankind. Too true 
it is we have none of us practiſed theſe 
and other Duties of our holy Religion 
ſo much as we ought, but we have at 
ſome Times of our Life practiſed ma- 
ny or moſt of them; pity it is we are 


not more perſevering! but do not 


think the Want of Perſeverance is 


owing to any thing in the Duties 


themſelves, it is owing to ſomewhat 
much amiſs in our Hearts: it is becauſe 
we ſuffer Sin to break in upon us, and 
to make them difficult, and diſpleaſ- 
ing, becauſe they are not habitual: 
let them once be habitual, they are 
£5154 | no 
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no longer grievous, the Yoke beco 
| eaſy, the Burden is light: but whe- 
ther we render it eaſy or not it affects 
not my Argument, it is plain we can 
practiſe them, and it is plain too our 
Tranſgreſſions are wilful. 5 
The third Reaſon I ſhall. mention 
in ſupport of this Doctrine is that we 
hereby give Offence, and miſlead other 

Men by it. 

Whatever Opinion we entertain of 
_ ourſelves, and however highly we 
conceive of our intellectual Talents, 
few or none of us chuſe to truſt to 
ä them only in Matters of great Impor- 
tance; we would know what others 
think of them, and come at laſt to 
conclude we cannot err greatly if we 
act with the Bulk of Mankind. — 
Where my Situation is ſuch that I 
cannot ſee os: my Obſervations 
reach 
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reach only to my Neighbours, and 
Friends: now if I ſee theſe, or ſay I 
ſee one of them conſtantly attend di- 
vine Service at Church, frequently at 
the Sacrament, fervent in his Devo- 
tions, yet humble and modeſt; when 
at other Times I am perſuaded he re- 
tires to his Cloſet, and pours forth his 
Heart by himſelf; begins and ends the 
Day with Family-Prayer, the Negle& 
of which is the Source of half our Im- 
piety:—when I ſee him paſſing by 
Injuries without Revenge, and doing 
good to thoſe who have done Evil to 
him; promoting Peace and good 
Neighbourhood, and reciprocal Ex- 
changes of Love and kind Offices : 
inſtructing his Family, and the igno- 
rant near him, confirming the ſober- 
minded, and converting the wicked ; 
if by no other Means by his lovely 
. O OOO Ex- 
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Example: by an Example of Piety, 
of Chriſtian Forbearance, and Chriſ- 
tian Charity; of Juſtice and Tempe- 
rance, of Truth and Fidelity, of Re- 
ſolution and Conſtancy, of Submiſſion 
and Thankfulneſs; contented with his 
preſent Allotment, yet willing and 
prepared to reſign it; full of Comfort 


in this Life, preſſing not the leſs for- 


ward to a better hereafter; chearful, 
not preſuming, in Health; patient on 
the Bed of Sickneſs, and Pain; mak- 
ing the beſt Uſe of the preſent Minute, 
expecting but not afraid of the laſt; 
and at length leaving this World welt 
aſſured he ſhall enter into one more 
defirable ; I fay when I ſee this, I can- 
not help concluding that what I have 
been told of Religon is true; I can- | 
not think otherwiſe, and I muſt be- 
lieve that he thought ſo too, that thus 
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he could conquer his natural Diſpo- 


ſitions to Evil, could forego the ſeem- 


ing Pleaſures, the Allurements, and 
the Honours, that captivate others, and 


in ſpite of them dared to be good. 
This is the Concluſion which every 
Man makes when he ſees another uni- 
formly purſuing the Paths and Pre- 
cepts of Religion. But what are we 
apt to think when we ſee Men running 
diametrically oppoſite to this; when 
we ſee them live in Omiſſion of all 


they owe to God, their Neighbour, 


and themſelves: borne away with their 


Luſts, enſlaved to Paſſions, and ſunk 


into every. Kind of Debauchery, like 
Brutes that have no Underſtanding ? 
like Brutes do I fay ? let me not in- 
jure. the Brutes: they keep up to their 
Nature, they anſwer the Ends of it; 


ny kg the Food which God 


hath 
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hath provided for them, they ke no 


more than is uſeful, they never abuſe 
it. Can half ſo much be ſaid of the 
voluptuous, and intemperate Glutton ? 
He inſtead of preſerving his Life, is 
daily deſtroying it, and is filled with 
Diſeaſes which they never know. — 
What do we conclude again when. we 
ſee a Man act in direct Contradic- 
| tion to the Laws of Humanity ; 
centered within his own little ſelf: 
engroſling the Gifts of Providence, 

inſtead of dividing them: turning 

away his Face from the poor, grind- 
ing and oppreſſing, inſtead of pro- 
tecting them: for ever engaged in 
Ouarrels, and Animoſities, in evil 
Surmiſings and Back- bitings; revenge- 
ful and cruel; proſeribing and perſe- 
cuting hat if we hear him blaſ- 
* and curſing? turning into 
Ridicule 
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Ridicule the great Truths of Reli- 
gion, defying and denying his Maker, 
affronting his Saviour? living without 
God in the World, without Regard 
to Decency, without the Fear of 
Shame, without the Dread of Puniſh- 
ment; every way neglecting the Sal- 
vation of his own Soul, and perpe- 
tually laying Snares for the Souls of 
other Men. — What, I aſk, are we to 
conclude from hence, eſpecially if at 
any Time of bis Life we remember 
him to have acted differently, but that 
either he is convinced he was former- 
ly miſtaken, or that Religion is a meer 
Bugbear; invented to keep the weak 
and credulous in Awe, but which car- 
ries with it no Conviction to a Mind 
that. dares to look into it; that its 
Threats fright not him who is hardy 
enough to diſpute them for, if it 
a Pppp "wa 
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was otherwiſe, we cannot poſſibly 
think he could have adventured to: - 
apoſtatize from it. 1 25 

I do not ſay every one of us ond 
think this, but the bulk of Mankind 
would; and then what has he to an- 
fwer for who not only takes no Pains 
to fave his own Soul from Death, but 
by unſettling, and corrupting other 
Men's Principles, does all that lies in 
his Power to deſtroy millions beſides? 
Will any one ſcruple to ſay it had 
been better for him not to have known 
the Way of Righteouſneſs, than after 
he had known it, thus to turn away, 

and depart from it? 

It had been better, fourthly, be 
cauſe as in bodily Sickneſs we always 
apprehend moſt Danger from a Re- 
lapſe; ſo it is here: the human Mind, 
with Regard to all religious Duties, is 


at 
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at firſt a Carte blanche; Time, Rea- 
ſon, and Inſtruction, furniſh it with all 
its Ideas of them: but in receiving 
theſe it is in great Meaſure paſſive. 
It cannot reſiſt the Arguments that 
prove the Being of God, and diſcover 
to us his Attributes; it cannot but ſee 
that ſome Things are agreeable to 
them, and ſome contradictory; and 
this naturally leads it to examine all 
the Diſpenſations ſaid to be His: the 
Conſequence of which is it becomes 
convinced that the Goſpel is of di- 
vine Original, and the Precepts there- 
of the Duties of every Man living: 
with this Impreſſion upon it, it ſets it- 
ſelf in earneſt to put them in Practice; 


many Difficulties it meets with from 


the Imperfection of its own Nature, 

and the Efforts of that curſed Being 
who firſt ſeduced, and corrupted it; 
ö 1 but 
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43s SERMON--XMI 
but theſe, though not to be removed 
totally, grow every Day leſs and leſs 
formidable: the more he looks into 
Religion the more he is convinced 
that Man, and It, were deſigned for 
for each other: that every Revelation 
of his Will 1s 'an Inſtance of God's 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs ; and that, as 
he more or leſs attends to it, his pre- 
ſent and future Happineſs muſt riſe, 
or decreaſe. ' TID 
Thus prepared, and inſtructed the 
the young Chriſtian enters upon the. 
Stage of the World, and by the Uſe 
of Prayer and other ſpiritual Exerciſes, 
treads the ſlippery Path without fall- 
ing: he meets with Temptations, but 
finds himſelf impowered to reſiſt 
them; he meets with bad Fxamples, 
but he counteraQts them with good 
ones : the Principles he has eſtabliſhed 
- as 
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in his Heart give a Cheek to any ſud- 
den Defection, regulate the Diſorder 


the Moment it takes Place, and keep | 


all the Movements of his Life in ſtrict 
Regularity. 

With what Eaſe is this PR where 
the Deviation is little, and the Reme- 
dy applied before it grows greater! 
but who ſhall know what to apply if 
from Negle& one Irregularity ſhall be- 
get another, *till the whole Machine 
be injured ? Far leſs Pains were re- 
quiſite to conſtruct it at firſt than are 
neceſſary to correct, and reduce it to 


Order; but it is impoſſible to bring it 


to its former Perfection, it can be at 


beſt but a patched-up motley Compo- 


ſition, very different from the Origi- 
nal, and many Degrees inferior to it. 
It is not thus wk Man? when 
once he trifles with his Reſolutions, 
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336 SERMON XIII. 
has gotten the better of his Fears, 
broken through his Reluctances, and 
beaten down the Barrier that ſtood 
between him and Satan, he commen- 
ces a new Perſon; he loſes all Power 
over himſelf; his Senſations are blunt- 
ed, his Conceptions are vitiated; his 
former Reliſh of Virtue and Goodneſs 
degenerates into a Taſte for low and 
fordid Pleaſures ; and *till theſe Plea- 
fares tire and grow loathſome, he per- 
ceives not that he is loſt: he neither 
knows nor enquires how to break 
from them. Where now are his for- 
mer Sentiments — they are become 
troubleſome, and refuſed Admittance; 
where are his Vows, and Prayers? 
his Vows upbraid, his Prayers affright 
him if he would meaſure back his 
Steps, and return again to Religion, 
he cannot return to it as he left it; he 
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cannot recall his Innocence, he has ; 
eaten the forbidden Fruit, his Nature 


is corrupted. —Yet ſure the Gates of 


Mercy are not ſhut;—he fears they 


are to him, and dares not knock.— 


Has he then no Hopes left? none that 


he dares confide in: the Duties which 
he awhile ago practiſed, and which 
made all his former Life happy, ob- 


Je& to him his fatal Apoſtacy ; and 
the Devil, to prevent his Repentance, 
fills his Soul with Deſpair. | 

And now then tell me whether it 
had not been better for him not to 
have known the Way of Righteouſ- 
neſs than after he had known it to 
turn from the holy Commandment 
delivered unto him. 


If this does not yet appear to you 


let me remind you of a Paſſage in the 


Goſpel; they are the Words of the 
bleſſed 
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338 SERMON XIII. 
bleſſed Jeſus himſelf. No Man tab- 
ing bold of the Plough, and looꝶing 
back, is fit for the Kingdom of God. 
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PREACHED AT THE 
July 20, 1760. 
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SERMON XIV. 


A 


Of the Connection between Mercy 


AT | 
HUNTINGDON, 


SERMON XIV. 


Of the Connection between Mercy 
| and Truth. 


PSAL. Ixxxv. 10. 


Mercy and Truth are met together. 


HEN this Pſalm was written, or 
on what Occaſion; whether at 


the Suppreſſion of A}/alom's Rebellion, | Fj 
the unexpected Retreat of Sennacherib, —_ 


or the general Reſtoration from Cap- 
tivity in Babylon, is a Matter of no 
Conſe quence to the preſent Duty. It 
is enough to ſay that the Deſign of the 
Writer was to give an Idea of national 
Happineſs, and to repreſent not only 

| | but 
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8 ER MON AN. 
but that which every one ſhould wiſh 
to take Place in his own. | 

My Deſign from the Words is to 
ſhew that there is a /ri& Connection 

between Mercy and Truth; and that 
in Proportion as this Connection pre- 
vails, a People muſt be more or leſs 
happy, becauſe more or leſs H ee. 

The Connection between Mercy and 
Juſtice, (for Truth and Juſtice are in 
the Original Language, as well as in 
Nature the ſame) the Connection, I 
ſay, between them ĩs viſible; for Mercy 
without Juſtice i is Weakneſs, and Juſ- 
tice without Mercy 1s Rigour : to re- 
concile theſe and unite them, is the 
great Difficulty of Legiſlation ; it 1s 
indeed its Perfection, and with Plea- 
ſure I ſpeak i it, with an honeſt Kind of 
Pride I ſpeak it, this Union is more 
to be found in the Laws of our Coun- 


try than 1 in any other whatever. 
It 
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It cannot be improper on theſe Oc- 


caſions to illuſtrate this; I go on then 


and ſay, that to make a People free 


it is enough hat no Man be compelled 


zo do things to which the Laws do not 


oblige bim, nor forced to abſtain from 


things which the Laws permit: he who 
imagines that Liberty conſiſts in an 


unreſtrained Freedom, miſtakes the 
Nature of Liberty; for in all Govern- 
ments it conſiſts only in the Power 70 
do what we ought to will, and in not 
being conſtrained to do what we ought 
not to will, Independence, and "Lim 
berty, are quite diſtin Things; for 


ſet up Independence in the Place of 
Liberty, and no one is free. Am TI | 


free becauſe I may do what the Laws 
forbid? by no Means; for upon this 
Principle every one has the ſame Li- 

cence that I have, and the Oppreſſion 
„ 8. which 
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which I exerciſe upon another, another 
may exerciſe upon me: the very Re- 
ſtaints therefore which the Laws lay 
upon me conſtitute a great Part of my 
Liberty; they are my Protection, as 
well as the Protection of others; what- 
ever they forbid, whatever Puniſh- 
ments they infli, tho”, at firſt Sight; 
h and to weak Minds, they appear to 1n- 
fringe it, are the Means of Safety to my- 
ſelf and to others; for by theſe I land 
in Fear of no Man, and no Man of Me. 
If this be not the Idea of Liberty 
1 know not what is; ; and if Cicero 
| rightly obſerves, Legum idcirco Servi 
fumus ut liberi eſſe , then that 
in our Laws which renders to all their 
Dues, their juſt Degree, I mean, both 
of Protection, and Puniſhment, is eſ- 
ſential to Freedom; and Truth or 
Juſtice confiſtent, nay connected, with 


Mercy. 
But 
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But altho' Laws are neceſſary to 
true Freedom may they not be two 
much multiplied, and ſhould we not 
be better and ſafer under Laws Ma- 
bliſhed by Cuſtom, than under written 
Laws, which are daily increaſing? In 
Defence of Cuſtom it is pleaded that 
it prevailed in od Rome. When Sen- 
tence was paſſed, part of the Formu- 
lary was More majorum: and Salluſt 
ſpeaking of the Expulſion of Zarquin 
has theſe Words mutato More; and 
Virgil has this Expreſſion Paci/que 
emponere Morem. But here, not to 
inſiſt upon the different Natures of the 
two Governments, we ſay we have Our 
Cuſtom; we have the Common Law of 
the Land, as well as the Statute Law; 
and ſay too with the virtuous Barons 
in Henry the third's Time, nolumus 
' mautari. But after all it muſt be con- 
FED felled 


feſſed that under written Laws the 
Subject is ſafer: theſe he can at all 
Times conſult, in theſe he cannot well 
| be miſtaken; the more theſe are multi- 
plied, the more they explain one an- 
other, they provide againſt a greater 
Number of Evils, and the Baſis of 
Freedom is ſo much more widened: 
For this Reaſon it is that the Author 

of L' Eſprit des Loix thinks that in 
a neighbouring Kingdom, where their 
Code has been lately reduced, the Li- 
ae of the Subject is reduced with 

As to the Objection of Tacitus 

. a State is generally vitious in 
proportion to the Number of its Laws, 
this I think is begging the Queſtion; 
we are not more vitious, for having 
more Laws; but, as we become more 
vitious, it is neceſſary to have more 
* to reſtrain us: this Neceſſity 
a e 
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indeed ſhews we are vitious, but our 
having the Laws ſhews we are free. 
If therefore the Laws are the great 
Bulwarks of Liberty, no Evil can ariſe 
to the Subject, unleſs it be in the Exe 
cution of them: but in this Reſpect as 
well as others, in our Conſtitution, 
Mercy and Truth are met together. 

If the ſeveral Powers of enacting 
Laws, executing thoſe Laws, and judg- 
ing Offences againſ} them, were veſted 
in the ſame Perſon, there would be an 


End of Liberty ; becauſe if the Power 


of judging Offences was united with 
FOR the Life and Liberty of the 
ubje& would be expoſed to arbitrary 


Controul ; for then the Judge would be 


the Legiſlator: was it joined to the exe- 
cutive Power, the Judge might act 
with the Violence of an Oppreſſor: 
but with us theſe are diſtinct Offices, 
Terry on 
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145 SERMON XV. 

and conſequently Checks upon each 
other; and this, tho it doth not render 
Power uſeleſs, prevents its growing 


deſpotic. It is not thus in Turkey, it is 
not thus in the Republics of Italy, it is 


not thus in Crete, it was not thus at 
Sparta, it is not thus in other Parts of 
Europe, but it is thus in England. No - 
if the Laws at the ſame Time they 
guard others, guard me; and, even | 


where they ſeem moſt ſevere, have my 


private Happineſs, and the Happineſs 
of the Public in View; and if in the 
Execution of them ſuch Precautions 
are taken that their Intention cannot 
be fruſtrated; then it certainly follows 
they are a lovely Compoſition of Mer- 
cy and Truth; and the Subject, where 
—_ e 
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But that all may ſee and acknow- 
ledge this, permit me to inſtance in a 


few ſtriking Particulars, and firſt in. 


theſe periodical Returns of public Ju. 


dicature. 
By means of hs. ſuch Offences. 


as by being neglected would take 
deeper Root, and grow daily more in- 


Jurious to the Repoſe of Society, are 
corrected twice in every Year: this is 
Mercy to the Public, and ſo it is to 
Individuals. They whoſe Property has 
been invaded are reſtored to it; or 
where that may not be, are ſecured 
againſt a like future Injury, by the 
Terrors of Puniſhment inſlicted on the 
Offender: the unjuſtly accuſed are re- 
inſtated in Credit, and the ſocial Bleſ- 


ſings; the very guilty, unleſs it be 
ſuch whoſe Lives are forfeited, by re- 
ceiving their Puniſhment, receive with 


it 


a 
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it their Liberty; and are put in a a - 
pacity to be better, and happy. What- 


ever be the Crimes, or the Faults of 


Delinquents, they are hereby correQ- 
ed, and no Evil ſuffered to remain that 
can poſſibly, and without admitting 


ftill greater Evils, be at preſent re- 


1 moved. I ſay greater Evils, for the 


Delays in Law- Proceedings which are 
ſo much complained of, are not as we 
commonly conceive them to be, but a 
Mark of our Freedom. When we con- 
fider the ſet Forms of Juſtice, and the 
Trouble the Subje& frequently un- 

dergoes in recovering his Property, or 
in taining Satisfaction for an In- 
jury, or an Affront, we are apt at firſt 

Sight to ſuppoſe them grievous Op- | 


preſſions; but if we conſider them in 
the Relation they bear to the Liberty, 


oy Security of the Subje&, our Ob- 
| 5 88 
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jections will ceaſe ; and we ſhall then 
be convinced, that the Trouble, Ex- 
pence; Delays, and even the very Un- 
certainty of our Judicial Proceedings 
are the Price we pay for the Protection 
of our Perſons, and Properties: for on 
theſe very Accounts there is no En- 
couragement for trifling and vexa- 
tious N or Suits; no Man 


is ſtript of his Honours, or Property, 


until there is nothing left that can be 
done for them; then, and not ſooner, is 
the Award: —nay, more, where Juſ- 
tice requires it, where any Miſtake 
has been made, or any thing omitted 
which appears neceſſary for the In- 
veſtigation of Truth, the Laws al- 
low a Re-hearing; —ſo that when, in- 
ſtead of our Prejudices, we ſubmit 
our Opinions to Reaſon, and Facts, 


this Part of our Laws, as well as 


Uuuu the 
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the reſt, will _ to be elites] 
in Mercy. 

Another obvious Inſtance of this i is 
our Trial by Juries; for altho' in ſome 
of our Courts the civil and canon 
Laws, calculated indeed for an abi- 
trary, and not a free Government, tho 
I fay theſe are allowed in ſome of our 
Courts, yet they do not hurt Engliſh 
Liberty: my Reaſon for ſaying this is 
becauſe the Laws of the Land have 
permitted them in thoſe Courts ; and 
if either they exceed the Bounds of 
that Permiſſion, or proceed to decide 
under thoſe Laws in Caſes whete they 
are controuled by the Law of the 
Land, this ever jealous, for which it 
is invaluable, ever jealous I ſay of the 
Liberty of the Subject, may, and fre- 
quently does Prohibit, and annul oe 
Proceedings. | 


But 


SE R MO N XIV. 353 
But let us confine our Obſerva- 
tions to the preſent Occaſion. In 
theſe ſolemn Adminiſtrations of Juſ- 
tice, in which, generally ſpeaking, we 
are more intereſted than in any other, 
neither the Imperial, nor Pontifical 
Laws have any Place. The Offender 
in all Caſes that can reach to his Per- 
| fon, for I would inſtance in that which 
moſt affeQs Liberty, is tried by a Jury; 
nor can he be put on his Trial *rill 
Twelve of his Country find Reaſon to 
put him upon it; the ſame Number 
of his Peers find him guilty, or ac- 
quit him; the Priſoner has alſo his 
Chalenges, and after he has ſaid, in 
Effect, who ſhall try him, they are 
ſworn, and ſo are the Witneſſes, to do 
Juſtice between him and the Crown: 
thus does the Law guard him againſt 
private Malice, and wilful Oppreſſion; 


and 
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and he enjoys a ſtill greater Protec- 
tion, for leſt thro' Ignorance of Law, 
or the nice Nature of Evidence, they 
ſhould unwittingly injure him, they 
have the Aſſiſtance of Judges, well 
{killed in both, Men every Way qua- 
lified to direct their Conſcience, and 
who do it moſt uprightly. 

It is not poſſible within the Time 
preſeribed to theſe Exerciſes, to be 
more circumſtantial, and I think 
enough has been ſaid to evince the 
Mercy of our Laws ſo far as relates 
to judicial Proceedings. J proceed 
therefore to give an Inſtance of this 
Temper in them in another Particular, 
and this ſhall be in our Puniſbmenis. 
The Engliſh Laws abhor Cruelty, 
and altho' for the Preſervation of pri- 
vate Property, and the public Peace, 
at be neceſſary to puniſh Offenders; 


yet 
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yet like the Almighty himſelf, in 2 


Wrath they remember Mercy : their In- 
tention in puniſhing is not to give 
Pain, but to reform. So again, Puniſh» 
ments are proportioned, far as human 
Syſtems can do it, to the ſeveral Of- 
fences, and act not upon the Sic. 
Hypotheſis, that all Crimes are equal: : 
the Age, the Situation of the Party, 
and all other Circumſtances are con- 
fidered with Candour, and never till 
there-is a Neceſlity for it, and many 
would ſuffer by an ill-timed Pity to 
one, do our Laws ſentence to Death; 
nay even where this Sentence is paſſed 
there is a Power in the Crown to mi- 
tigate, or reverſe it; and if, as is poſ- 
ſible, ſome new Matter ariſes, or ſome 
Plea for Mercy, which did not appear 


on the Trial; or where, as all human 


— mult be imperfect, the Law 


XXXXx | has 
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has made no Proviſion for it, nor leſt 


the Judge at Liberty to acquit, or ab- 


ſolve from Puniſhment, this Power 
is frequently exerciſed, though never 


abuſed.— And again, where the good 


of the Community requires that the 
Sentence ſhould take place, our Laws 
kill not like Jquiſitort, kill not ſo that 
the unhappy Sufferer may feel himſelf 
die; do not put on the Rack, but 
manifeſtly ſhew to the very Criminal 
they ſubmit to his Execution, as 
much as himſelf 5 
The ſame benign Spirit that thus 
obtains in the Civil, prevails alſo in 


our Ecclęſiaſtical Polity. For though 


we have as all Churches muſt have 


- our proper Eftabliſhment, our Rites, 


and our Ceremonies, our particular 


Modes of Worſhip, and certain Ar- 
ticles of Faith and Union; yet there 


5 
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is no more Tyranny in this, than in 
the other Department. Amidſt the 
Glories of the Reformation, in the very 
Image of Chriſtianity appeared Toleras 
tion: ſtill they walk hand in hand: 
every Man in Things which moſt 
nearly concern him, and in which a 
Want of Liberty would be of all Op- 
preſſions the greateſt, is allowed to 
think and judge for himſelf; and all 
he has to guard againit is that he uſe 
not this Liberty for a Cloak of Mali. 
ziouſneſs, but as the Servant of God; he 
has a Right to Liberty, and he does 
well to ſtand faſt in it; but it is the 
Liberty wherewith Chriſt bath made 
him free, and not a Spirit of Diviſion, 
or Intereſt; his Right to Toleration 


is Mercy, and his not being allowed 


to abuſe it is Juſtice; the one is due 
to the Man, the other to Peace, and 
„„ | the 
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the Public: in this Part of our Con- 
ſtitution, as well as the other, Mercy 
and Truth are met together, and Liber- 
ty is the Fruit of their Union. When 
we conſider our Laws in this Light, 
whether they be civil, or eccleſiaſtical, 
we muſt ſay of them what the Oracle 
ſaid to Lycurgus, in regard to thoſe 
he had enacted for Sparta, that nothing 
11 wanting, and fo long as they are pre- 
ſerved inviolate, England will be the 
 happieſs Nation on Earth, —We may 
ſay of them in the Words of a much 
greater Law-giver, and in Words of 
much higher Authority, What NM. a- 
ti on is there ſo great that hath Statutes 
and Judgments ſo righteous as all this 
Law which I ſet before you this Day? 
This Review of the peculiar Ex- 
cellence of our Conſtitution ſhould 
teach us, in the 5 77 Place, to ſee our 
Hap- 
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Happineſs, and to acknowledge it; to 
be thankful to that great, and univer- 
ſal Governour, who ruleth over all the 
Kingdoms of the Earth; to confeſs 
his kind Providence in this Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and to engage the Continuance 1 
of it by national Virtue. The Lord hath 
not dealt thus with any other People, 
and therefore expects from us a pro- 
portionate Harveſt: will it not be our 
higheſt Reproach to have the greateſt 
Diſorder found where there are the 
beſt Laws; and the worſt Morals 
vhere there is the pureſt Religion? the | 
End of both 1s to make us. happy, ” 
that it may be well with us, and with | 
our Children after us; ſo that when 

the one ſhall have happily conducted = 

us to the Cloſe of this Scene, t the 1 
other may accompany, and reward us | | 

in a future, and better. It 1s true this 5 


Yyyy End 
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End may be fruſtrated, and it can- 


[= x; Ke be otherwiſe,” unleſs inſtead of 


free Aents we were under Veceſſity ; 


but it muſt at the fame Time be ac- 
2 5 | knowledged, that, if it be fruſtrated, 
7 the Fault i is in Us, not in them. 


A Survey of our Conſtitution ſhould 


8 infpire us, fecondly, „with Zeal in its 
Defence. Our Fathers thought it 
worth purchaſing with their Fortunes 


and Lives; and let us, their Sons, with 
equal Reſolution, maintain it; let us 
conſider i it as our Ar, that, wherever 
it goes, carries with it Liberty, and 


all other Bleſſings: : let us not content 


ourſelves with calling out for our 
Country ; let us live, and act for it: 
let us not think our Conſtitution ſo 
firm that it may not be impaired, or 


perhaps overturned; the firmeſt and 


belt, if it departs from 55% Principles, 
2 1 5 | may 
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may e or be loſt; ; and the whole- : 
ſomeſt Laws, unleſs they. are.executed, . 
become a dead Letter. If therefore 
we would ſupport- the preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment, we muſt remember it 
depends on Ourſelves; we muſt think E 
- ourſelves intereſted in every Part of it; 
we muſt not only be jealous. of an 
new Syſtem, but we muſt be watch- 
ful of this, we mult preſerve i it in Vi- 
gour, and not ſuffer a People who 
have the happieſt Laws, to loſe, by 
our Indolence, the Benefits of them. 
They, therefore, who are more im- 8 

mediately intruſted with the. Execu- 
tion of theſe, whether it be the King : 
as ſupreme, or thoſe who are in high 
Authority under him, ſhould conſider 
how much they owe to God, and 
their Fellow Creatures; ſhould con- 


ſider they are not to bear the Sword in 
vain; 
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valn; ne theirs i is a delegated Office; 3 


and that it is expecte ed of Stewards 


that they be found faith ful: that they 
not only do Good, but all poſſible 


Good; and as they reſemble God in 


Power and Pre-eminence, that they be 


| like him in this Reſpect alſo, hat wy 
neither lumber, nor ſleep. 


The Subjects on their Part are to 
make their Burden eaſy to them by a 
chearful Submiſſion, by Reſpe& to 
their Perſons, and Reverence for their 
Authority ; by diſcountenancing Se- 
dition, and Clamour, and keeping all 
under their Influence, in Good-humour 


with Government; by ſetting forth 


the Expediency of Subordination, and 


: convincing them that it is the Appoint- 


ment of God for their Good. And | 


laſtly, by giving to Magiſtrates all the 


Atliſtance they can give, and willingly 
phe | un- 
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undertaking a Share in their Labours. 
Thus at theſe periodical Admini- 
ſtrations of Juſtice, every one ſhould 
lend an helping Hand, by paying thoſe 
Honours to Magiſtracy, without which 
it would loſe half its Influence; by 
giving to it his Time and Attendance; 
whether it be as a Juror, a Witneſs, 
or in any other Capacity: he ſhould 
ſee, and endeavour to make his Neigh- 
bours too ſee, that the Buſineſs of theſe 
Times is foreign to no one, is to no 
one indifferent; it is mine, and it is 
yours; and he who does not his ut- 
moſt to give it Diſpatch is an Enemy 
to Himſelf, as well as the Public. Our 
Laws, as we have ſeen, are the great 
Bulwarks of Liberty, and the carry- 
ing them into Execution is the Life 
of the Laws: All I ſhall add is the 


; * which Moſes gave to the 
| 22 22 Children 
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Children of 1/-a:!, Keep therefore and 
do them, for this is your Wiſdom, and 


| Underſtanding in the Sight of the Na- 
[ tions, which ſhall hear all theſe Statutes, . 
| 3 and ſay, Surely this great Nation is a: 
[| 1 dee and underſianding People. 
1 
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